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Summary of Contents. 





Our Overseas Trade in April. (Page 620.) 

As compared with April, 1927, imports into the 
United Kingdom last month showed a decline in value 
of 4 per cent., while exports from the country rose 5 
per cent. 





Distribution of Overseas Trade. (Page 621.) 

Imports into the United Kingdom from British 
Empire sources during the first quarter of 1928 
amounted in value to 29.35 per cent. of total imports 
as compared with 26-80 per cent. in January—March, 
1927. Exports of British produce to our possessions 
overseas totalled 41-71 per cent. as against 43-02 per 
cent. 





Prices in Europe and America. (Page 623.) 
Wholesale prices in France, Germany and Italy 
moved upward in March. In Belgium there was no 
change from the previous month, but in the United 

States there was a slight decline on balance. 





Empire Cotton Growing. (Page 627.) 

A reduction in the rate of the levy from 6d. to 3d. 
per bale of 500 lbs. of cotton will not, it is considered, 
seriously handicap the essential work of the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation, whose activities in the 
field of research are briefly reviewed. 





Commercial Situation in Para. (Page 632.) 

This Brazilian State, after suffering the results of 
excessive importation in 1925 and 1926, had to face 
last year the fall in prices of rubber and nuts. While 
restriction of purchasing power seems likely to con- 
tinue for the present, it is reported that propaganda 
on behalf of British goods is far less in evidence than 
for German and American products. 


British Interests in Mozambique. (Page 633.) 

Large sums are being spent on the improvement of 
the Port of Beira and on the Beira section of the 
Rhodesia railways and all the work is being carried 
out by British firms. The capital expenditure would 
seem to indicate substantial confidence in the future 
of the Territory of the Mozambique Company, the 
economic progress of which we review. 


Industries and Trade of Barcelona. (Page 634.) 

Our report deals with the local textile industry, 
wine shipments, olive and potato crops, import trade 
(with special reference to British products), the coal 
situation and shipping calls at the port of Barcelona. 





British Iron and Steel Output. (Page 636.) 

There was a net decrease of one during April in the 
number of furnaces in blast. Production of pig iron 
was well below the March output while steel ingots 
and castings showed great reduction. 





German Law on War Materials. (Page 637.) 

We give for purposes of record and reference a 
translation of the German War Material Law of 27th 
July last which sets out the restrictions on the import 
into and export from Germany of war material, and 
its manufacture, storage and sale. 





Anglo-Persian Trade Relations. (Page 639.) 

We give a statement made in the House of Commons 
by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on 
Monday regarding the Anglo-Persian Treaty which 
was signed at Teheran last week. 





The Board of Trade. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 


We give below a statement of the coal output anj 
the number of wage-earners at the mines in Grey 
Britain for the week ended 5th May, together wit) 





COAL. 


FIGURES. 


the figures for the previous week :— 











Week ended Week ended 
28th April. Sth May. 

Districts. | $$ 

Wage- | Wage. 

| Output. Earners. Output. Farum 

Tons. Tons. ‘a 

Northumberland ... 273,100 45,600 | 249,700 | 45.809 

Durham i hie 750,500 126,200 | 710,800 | 126,406 

Yorkshire ... sie 872,900 | 177,700 | 916,000 | 177,400 
Lancashire, Cheshire 

and North Wales | 409,100 97,600 | 380,600 | 97,300 

Derby, Nottingham | 

and Leicester 639,200 | 119,000 | 601,400 | 118,009 
Stafford, Worcester, 

SalopandWarwick| 346,400 80,300 | 346,100 80,200 
South Wales and 

Monmouthshire... 931,900 | 168,100 | 914,400 | 169,000 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* — 116,300 26,600 | 112,000 26,700 

Scotland 641,400 94,500 | 640,200 93,900 

Total ... 4,980,800 935,600 {4,871,200 934,700 














tt, 











* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset, 


and Kent. 


FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 


The total production weekly of coal and the numbe 
of persons employed since 7th May, 1927, are give 

















The 
ment 
at 30t 


Years 


1920-2: 
1926 .. 
1927 .. 


~—_—_—_——- 


1920-23 
1926... 
1927... 





The 
Funds 





(a) Outp: 
Fi 
Th 
La 
Ay 
Ne 


SF 9 IS Ot oo BO 


Less Cont, 
apprc 
Welfe 
head 


} 
(b) Royale 
Receipts 
head 
17 (2 
dustry 
Add Intere 
fare L 
Contributic 
above 


T 


G 
Ms These 





below :— 

Week ended Production. Persons 

employed. 

1927. Tons. 
May 14th -_ 5,159,700 1,031,500 
May 2\Ist 5,052,200 1,026,700 
May 28th 5,071,000 1,025,700 
June 4th 5,102,900 1,022,500 
June llth 3,177,800 1,018,200 
June 18th 5,011,900 1,013,400 
June 25th 5,004,800 1,011,900 
July 2nd 4,848,900 1,004,800 
July 9th 4,846,300 1,001,900 
July 16th 4,851,100 999,600 
July 23rd 4,393,000 995,100 
July 30th 4,836,600 990,200 
August 6th 3,329,600 983,100 
August 13th 4,952,100 981,500 
August 20th 4,888,100 984,400 
August 27th 4,682,000 984,500 
September 3rd 4,880,900 983,500 
September 10th 4,657,000 982,400 
September 17th 4,978,600 981,900 
September 24th 4,987,000 982,600 
October Ist 4,919,600 981,800 
October 8th 4,980,700 984,300 
October 15th ... 4,942,500 985,700 
October 22nd ... 4,990,000 983,100 
October 29th ... 4,879,300 982,500 
November 5th 4,762,100 981,100 
November 12th 4,864,500 987,800 
November 19th 5,072,600 977,900 
November 26th 4,934,600 978,500 
December 3rd 5,027,700 976,100 
December 10th 5,173,500 975,400 
December 17th 5,353,300 975,700 
December 24th 5,063,000 972,200 
December 31st 3,240,000 969,500 

1928. 

January 7th 4,420,800 967,400 
January 14th ... 5,278,700 969,500 
January 2lst ... 5,203,800 970,900 
January 28th ... 5,141,900 971,500 
February 4th ... 5,045,400 968,400 
February 11th 5,020,400 965,800 
February 18th 5,035,300 961,500 
February 25th , 5,018,200 957,800 
March 3rd : 4,977,200 956,600 
March 10th ee i 4,884,600 954,600 
March 17th de 4,989,100 951,300 
March 24th ie 5,072,600 949,800 
March 31st - 5,270,400 950,500 
April 7th eee 4,345,500 944,300 
April 14th “ 3,241,100 936,300 
April 21st 5,111,200 934,000 
April 28th 4,980,800 935,600 
May 5th 4,871,200 934,700 _ 





mining e 
£226,003 1 


d | 


7, 1928, 


de. 





MENT 


output and 
S in Greg 
rether with 





ek ended 

h nha 
W age. 

° | Earners. 


45 8p 
126,400 
177,400 


) | 
» | 
| 
); 97,300 
» | 118,000 
) 80,2 

) 169,000 
) 26,700 
) 93,900 


| ee 


| 934,700 
r, Somerset, 





4 


ne number 
are givel 





Persons 
mployed. 





,031,500 
,026,700 

025,700 
0 22,500 
018,200 
,013,400 
,011,900 
,004,800 
,001,900 
999,600 
995,100 
990,200 
983,100 
981,500 
984,400 
984,500 
983,500 
982,400 
981,900 
982,600 
981,800 
984,300 
985,700 
983,100 
982,500 
981,100 
987,800 
977,900 
978,500 
976,100 
975,400 
975,700 
972,200 
969,500 


067,400 
969,500 
970,900 
971,500 
168,400 
165,800 
161,500 
157,800 
156,600 
154,600 
151,300 
149,800 
150,500 
144,300 
136,300 
34,000 
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at 30th April :-— 
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MINERS’ WELFARE FUND. 


The following is a statement by the Mines Depart- 
ment of output and royalties welfare levy account as 
























































| Output Levy Account. 
ef 
_ Receipts fr ire Interest. Total. 
Contributions. 
£ . &, £ mh. £ a. & 
1920-25 | 5,424,343 14 4 430,706 0 10 | 5,855,049 15 2 
1926 ... 523,605 11 2 ‘ 1.215.647 9 
| eet te 67) OF) eee 
6,529,757 4 0 | 540,939 12 4 | 7,070,696 16 4 
Royalties Welfare 
Levy Account. 
Years | Total Credits. 
Receipts from | 
Levy. | 
| 5 9 £ s. d. 
1920-25 ; = 5,855,049 15 2 
1926 ... npn R es, 
343,000 7,423,058 2 8 





The following table shows the position of District 
Funds as at 30th April, 1925 :— 








| Total 


Allocations. 





















































































































































Fund. | Credits. Approved| Payments 
| to Date. | to Date. 
(a) Output Levy— | £ L | £ 
1. Fife and Clackmannan... 170,743 | 200,096 | 158,867 
2. The Lothians | 86,481 60,005 57,665 
3. Lanarkshire 408,137 | 358,363 | 319,078 
4. Ayrshire 95,391 95,817 | 75,817 
5. Northumberland 268,744 | 182,168 | 175,658 
6. Durham . 760,225 441,869 387,136 
7. Cumberland 41,690 21,657 17,096 
8. Lancashire and Cheshire 433,319 | 406,896 | 386,896 
9, North Wales 67,498 63,996 60,396 
10. South Yorkshire 654,502 | 594,414 | 554,986 
11. West Yorkshire 329,699 | 318,071 282,653 
12, Nottinghamshire 308,364 269,643 184,161 
13. Derbyshire 319,457 | 328,471 309,484 
14, South Derbyshire 44,775 38,657 38,595 
15. North Staffordshire 130,383 63,700 63,700 
16. Cannock Chase ... 123,567 112,500 | 112,500 
17. South Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire 33,879 15,353 15,218 
18. Leicestershire 57,316 26,488 22,161 
19. Warwickshire 115,734 98,442 84,213 
20. Shropshire - 17,055 16,218 14,423 
21. Forest of Dean ... 27,064 26,873 21,509 
22. Somerset 21,146 16,031 15,588 
23. Bristol 6,092 5,802 3,352 
24. South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire ‘on 998,590 | 989,865 960,959 
25. Kent 7,861 3,949 3,915 
Total Districts . --- 19,527,713 [4,755,343 /4, 326,024 
General (less Pithead 
Baths Contributions) 1,364,150 |1,053,139*| 848,838 
General — Pithead Baths 
Contributions ... 68,600 - = ~ 
Interest 1927-28 . 110,234 —- — 
Total 7,070,697 [5, 808, 482 2 5] 74,862 
Less Contributions and Interest 
appropriated by the Miners’ 
Welfare Committee to Pit- 
head Baths : 178,834 aos a 
Net Total ... 16,891,863 |5,808,482 |5,174,862 
(6) Royalties Welfare Levy— 
Receipts appropriated to Pit- 
head Baths under Section 
17 (2) of the Mining In- 
dustry Act, 1926 ‘ 343,600 77,343 19,233 
Interest on Royalties W el- 
fare Levy Investments ... 9,361 
Contributions and Interest as 
above iis ... | 178,834 
Total 531,195 77,343 19,233 
___Granp Torar 7,423,058 |5,885,825 |5,194,095 








35,600 
34,700 
en 


mining 
£226,003 lis. 1d. 


* These figures do not include unconfirmed allocations for 
education, which amounted at 30th April, 


1928, to 
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SAFETY IN MINES RESEARCH BOARD. 


Commodore H. Douglas King, M.P., Secretary for 
Mines, announces that he has appointed ‘Mr. L. Holland 
and Mr. C. C. Reid to be additional members of the 
Committee created to investigate, under the general 
direction of the Safety in Mines Research Board, possible 
methods of reducing the number of accidents from falls 
of ground in coal mines. 

The following additional members have also been 
appointed to the Committee for the purpose of the 
investigation which is about to be undertaken into the 
methods adopted in the coalfields of Lancashire, Cheshire 
and North Wales :—Mr. G. Culshaw, Mr. T. Evans, 
Mr. J. Farnum, Mr. E. A. Hughes, Mr. F. B. Lawson 


and Mr. F. H. Wilson. 





MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926. 





MARKING OF IMPORTED GOODS. 





CUTLERY: BALL AND ROLLER BEARINGS: 
CARBON PAPERS. 
The Standing Committee (General Merchandise) 


appointed by the Board of Trade will hold Enquiries 
as to whether the undermentioned classes and descrip- 
tions of imported goods should bear an indication of 
origin on the following dates :— 

Tuesday, 22nd May, at 10.30 a.m. 

Conclusion of the Enquiry in regard to Cutlery. 

Monday, 4th June, at 11.30 a.m. (and, if necessary, 

Tuesday, 5th June, at 10.50 a.m.). 

Ball and Roller Bearings of all descriptions, finished or 
unfinished, and parts thereof, finished or unfinished, 
other than the balls, rollers or cages. 

Monday, 11th June, at 11.30 a.m. (and, if necessary, 

Tuesday, 12th June, at 10.30 a.m.). 

Typewriter and other Carbon Papers. 





OTHER ENQUIRIES. 


Enquiries will be held later as to whether the following 
classes and descriptions of imported goods should bear 


' an indication of origin :-— 


Rubber manufactures. 

Copper plates, sheets, strips, sections, rods, wire and 
tubes. 

Vacuum cleaners. 

Pumps of ali descriptions and parts thereof. 

Cotton wool, gauze tissue and sanitary towels. 

Glassware, including bottles, jars, etc., and tubing 
and rod. 

Spring balances. 

Rulers. 

Carpets, carpeting and floor rugs, floor mats and 
matting. 

The Enquiries will be held at the Board of Trade 
Offices, Great George Street, London, S8.W.1. Com- 
munications should be addressed to the Secretary, 
Mr. E. W. Reardon, at that address. 


IMPORTED ROSE TREES. 


It is announced that an application for an Order in 
Council under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, to 
require the marking with an indication of origin of 
imported rose trees has been referred for enquiry to the 
Standing Committee set up under the Act by the Minister 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department and the Secretary of State 
for Scotland, acting jointly. 

Attention is called to the fact that, under the provisions 
of the Act, while the Committee in every case referred to 
them must consider whether the goods should bear the 
indication of origin at the time of sale or exposure for 
sale, they may also, at their discretion, consider and 
report upon the question whether such goods should bear 
an indication of origin at the time of importation. 
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The date of the Enquiry in this case will be announced 
later. Any communication with regard to the matter 
should, however, be addressed, as early as possible, to 
Mr. H. J. Johns, the Secretary of the Standing Com- 
mittee, 10, Whitehall Place, London, S.W. 1. 





BRITISH CLAIMS AGAINST HUNGARY. 


The Administrator of Hungarian Property, under the 
powers conferred upon him by Section I. (XIV.) of 
the Treaty of Peace (Hungary) Orders, 1921-1923, and 
with the approval of the President of the Board of 
Trade, has prescribed 22nd May, 1928, as the final date 
by which proofs by British nationals of debts due to them 
by Hungarian nationals or of pecuniary obligations of 
the Hungarian Government under Article 231 of the 
Treaty of Trianon, and other claims by British nationals 
against the Hungarian Government, must be made in 
order to rank for payment of the eighth dividend to be 
declared by him. 

It will be recalled that 3lst October, 1927, was the 
final date by which such proofs had to be made in order 
to rank for payment of the seventh dividend, but 
creditors who failed to lodge their proofs of claim with 
the Administrator by that date will, if they do so by 
22nd May, 1928, be entitled, subject to what is stated 
below in regard to claims under Article 231 of the Treaty, 
to rank for payment of the dividend out of assets re- 
maining after payment of the seventh dividend before 
the assets are applied to the payment of the eighth 
dividend. 


In accordance with the rule made by the Administrator 
n 7th March, 1923, claims under Article 231 of the 
Treaty can only be admitted to rank at all for dividend 
if the proof was lodged before 30th June, 1923, or if the 
time for lodging the proof is extended by the Adminis- 
trator, who has power to grant an extension until two 
months after the claimant became aware of the existence 
or amount of the claim where the claimant only became 
aware of its existence or amount at a date subsequent 
to Ist June, 1923. Claims lodged after 22nd May, 
1928, will, if accepted, only be permitted to rank against 
any surplus of the above-mentioned Hunyarian assets 
which may remain over after payment of the eighth 
dividend. 

The prescribed forms of proof of claim may be obtained 
on application to the Administrator of Hungarian 
Property at Cornwall House, Stamford Street, London, 
S.E. 1. 


CONVENTION AND STATUTE ON FREEDOM 
OF TRANSIT. 


The Board of Trade announce that Chile has ratified 
the Convention and Statute on Freedom of Transit, 
which was signed at Barcelona on 20th April, 1921. 

A full list of previous ratifications and accessions 
appeared in the “ Journal” of 22nd September, 1927 
(page 313). 





CONVENTION AND STATUTE ON THE 
REGIME OF NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS OF 
INTERNATIONAL CONCERN. 


With reference to the notice in the “ Journal” of 
9h February last (page 175), the Board of Trade 
announce that Chile has ratified the Convention and 
Statute on the Regime of Navigable Waterways of 
International Concern, which was signed at Barcelona 
on 20th April, 1921. The additional Protocol to the 
Convention has also been ratified by Chile. 





COPYRIGHT IN FINLAND. 


In consequence of the accession of Finland to the 
revised Berne Copyright Convention of 1908, an Order- 
in-Council was made on 7th May, under the Copyright 
Act of 1911, extending the provisions of the Act to 
Finland. 
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STATISTICAL ABSTRACT FOR THE 
UNITED KINGDOM, 1912-1926. 


The 71st Number of the “Statistical Abstract fo 
the United Kingdom for each of the years 1912 to 1926” 
(Cmd. 3084, price 6s. 6d. net) was placed on sal 


yesterday. 


The Abstract, which covers a wide range of subjects, 


presents in a summarised form a comprehensive survey 
of the principal official statistics relating to the United 


Kingdom, and indicates the sources from which the 


information is obtained. 


The grouping of the statistics under 


twelve maiy 
sections, with their appropriate sub-sections, is designed 
to facilitate reference to any desired branch of statistical 


information. The main sections are as follows :— 


I. Climate. 


II. Population, Natural Increase and Migration. 
IIT. Social, Civil and Industrial Conditions. 


IV. Defence. 
V. National Finance. 
VI. Local Government Finance. 


VII. Banking, Currency and Wholesale Prices. 


VIII. Provident Associations, etc., Life Assurance, 
Joint Stock Companies, Patents and In. 


solvency. 
IX. Agriculture and Fisheries. 
X. Mining and Metals. 


XI. Transport and Communications. 


XII. Trade and Commerce. 


In the present number, an interesting summary table 


has been introduced which gives some of the most 


important figures at ten-yearly intervals from 1851 to 
1921 and the corresponding figures for the year 1926. 
The following examples taken from this Summary, oi 
the changes over a period of three-quarters of a century 


are of interest :— 



















































Years, 
Particulars. 
1851 | 1926, 
| 
Population (Great Britain) ... Thou. 20,817 | 43,964 
Imperial Revenue _ Thou. £ 56,307 805,701 
Net Receipts from Customs and Excise 
Revenue Thou. £ 37.597 239,988 
Net Receipts from Income Tax and Super | 
Tax .. ‘ : ive Thou, £ 5.445 | 296,421 
National Debt Thou. £ 816.717 7,622,946 
Receipts from Rates (England and W alee | 
Thou, £ 9,916 | 59.500 
Coal Production oe ... Thou. Tons 64, 661 (12: o4)) 243 176 (1925) 
Pig Iron Production ... ... Thou. Tons oy (1852)) 6.262 (192) 
Railway Passengers carried (excluding season 5 OOO | 1,068,984 


ticket holders) Thou. 


Railway Fre ” c arrie “d (e xe luding TL.ive 65,000* (1856)! 


| (Great Britain) 


| 
| 
| 


Stock) .» Thou. Tons 
Shipping entered in Forcign Trade 
Sailing i Thou. Net Tons 6,737 
Steam and Motor Thou. Net Tons 1,135 
Vessels on the Register 
Sailing eae : Thou. Net Tons 3,475 
Steam and Motor. Thou. Net. Tons L387 
External Trade : 
Imports ... Thou, £ 152,389 (1854)| 


Exports of United Kingdom Produce 


and Manufactures a Thou, £ 97,185 (1354) 


Exports of Imported Me rchandise 





Thou. £ 18,636 (1854)| 


| 


(Great Britain) 
315.951 (19% 


348 
81.930 


O17 
11,390) 


1,241,561 
653.047 
125,495 


al 





* Traffic carried over the lines of more than one company involve 


duplicate entries at this date. 


The figures given above for the year 1926 are exciusive 
of particulars relating to the Irish Free State. Fd 
certain items, the earliest and latest years representelf 


in the summary table are other than 1851 and 1926 
and, in cases included above, the actual vears are show! 


in Leeolete. 


In comparing totals of money values, due regal" 
must, of course, be paid to the considerable decrease i 


the purchasing power of money since 1851. 


The statistical matter deait’ with in the summary » 
supplemented by references to the more detailed table 


in the body of the Abstract. 


The tables relating to Local Taxation for England ant 
Wales have been revised and expanded in the present 1sst! 
of the Abstract, and in their revised form will be of partia 
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jar interest in view of the attention which Parliament is 
likely to devote to this subject in the near future. The 
sources of the receipts by local authorities are now shown 
in greater detail, and the expenditure on the several 
services as derived from (1) Local rates and (2) Govern- 
ment grants are distinguished. A statement showing 
the loan debt outstanding on each of the services 
controlled by local authorities is a further addition to 
this section. 

Expectation of life at certain age groups is dealt with 
in a new table (No. 21). The figures have been compiled 
from the Reports of the Registrars-General and, covering 
the census years from 1871 to 1921 show, which periods 
of life have been most affected by the improved 
expectation of life. : 





SAFEGUARDING OF KEY INDUSTRIES. 





RADIUM COMPOUNDS. 


The Treasury have made an Order under Section 10 (5) 
of the Finance Act, 1926, exempting radium compounds 
from Key Industry duty from 15th May to 3lst Decem- 
ber, 1928. 

The Treasury Order will shortly be published by the 
Stationery Office, price I1d., and will be available at 
the following addresses :— 

Adastral House, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2; 
120, George Street, Edinburgh ; 

York Street, Manchester ; 

1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff ; 

15, Donegall Square West, Belfast ; 


or through any bookseller. 





YATREN. 


Representations have been made to the Board of 
Trade under Section 10 (5) of the Finance Act, 1926, 
regarding Yatren (iodo oxyquinoline sulphonic acid). 

Section 10 (5) of the Finance Act, 1926, is as follows :-— 


“The Treasury may by order exempt from the duty, 


imposed by section one of the Safeguarding of Industries 
Act, 1921, as amended by this Act, for such period as may 
be specified in the Order, any article in respect of which the 
Board of Trade are satisfied on a representation made by a 
consumer of that article that the article is not made in 
any part of His Majesty’s Dominions in quantities which 
are substantial having regard to the consumption of that 
article for the time being in the United Kingdom, and that 
there is no reasonable probability that the article will 
within a reasonable period be made in His Majesty’s 
Dominions in such substantial quantities.”’ 


Any communications with respect to these representa- 
tions should be addressed to the Principal Assistant 
Secretary, Industries and Manufactures Department, 
Board of Trade, Great George Street, S.W.1, within 
one month from the date of this notice (16th May). 





MERCANTILE MARINE 
DEPARTMENT. 


GALLANTRY AT SEA. 





THE KING’S RECOGNITION. 


His Majesty the King has been pleased, upon the 
recommendation of the President of the Board of Trade, 
to award the Silver Medal for Gallantry in Saving Life 
at Sea to Mr. John Whyte, Chief Engineer of the steam- 
ship “‘ King George V ” of Glasgow. 

On 29th September, 1927, the ‘“‘ King George V ”’ was 
Waiting to enter Irvine Harbour when, shortly after noon, 
an explosion in one of the high pressure water tube boilers 
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forced open the furnace doors. The two firemen who were 
on duty in the boiler room were very seriously injured by 
the escaping steam and burning coal. The explosion also 
blew out the lid of the manhole in the port alleyway, and 
the upper part of the engine room and the alleyway were 
filled with steam. . 

Mr. Whyte, Chief Engineer, and the Third Engineer, who 
were on duty in the engine room, immediately took steps 
to clear away the steam from the boiler room, to reduce 
the steam pressure, and by extinguishing the fires to stop 
the generation of steam. Mr. Whyte helped one of the fire- 
men from the boiler room into the alleyway and was then 
lowered through the open manhole to the assistance of 
the other fireman, but the intense heat made it impossible 
for him to stay down. Shortly after Mr. Whyte had been 
hauled up, the second fireman was seen through the man- 
hole, and, on being called, managed to climb the ladder 
and was assisted out of the manhole. Both he and the other 
fireman died of their injuries after admission to hospital. 

In trying to go to the assistance of the fireman Mr. Whyte 
took a very great risk; although steps had been taken to 
disperse the steam, the high pressure steam from both the 
boilers of the vessel was still escaping into the boiler room. 
There was not only a danger of possible scalding, but also 
the still greater danger of Mr. Whyte being fatally injured 
through inhaling hot dry steam. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 





BOOK TRADE POSSIBILITIES IN ARGENTINA. 


Although there exist in Argentina various societies 
for the advancement of French, German, Italian and 
Spanish culture, there has hitherto been no such organi- 
sation for promoting culture in the English language 
and literature. Yet Argentina depends very largely 
upon the British market for her existence, since the 
United Kingdom is a large consumer of Argentine pro- 
ducts and many millions of British capital are invested 
in that country. 

With a view to remedying this state of affairs a society, 
known as the Associacion Argentina de Cultura Inglesa 
(Argentine Society of English Culture) has recently been 
formed in Buenos Aires, the main objects of which are 
stated to be as follows :— 

(a) The teaching of the English language and English 
culture by means of the organisation of classes to be pre- 
sided over hy teachers and professors qualified to deal 
adequately with the chosen texts; the adoption of official 
programmes for the co-ordination of instruction by private 
teachers and professors; the constitution of examining 
boards authorised to issue diplomas. 

(6b) The spread of English culture in Argentina by the 
formation of a library comprising all the principal works 
of literature in the English language; the organisation of 
lectures, exhibitions of paintings and sculpture, concerts, 
ete.. the distribution of books, translations, ete., calculated 
to bring about a better and broader understanding and , 
appreciation of English thought and art. 


The first president is Dr. Montes de Oca, G.B.E., 
who is very well known locally, while a great deal of 
the credit for the formation of the Society is due to 
Dr. Augusto Rodriguez Larreta, an Argentine lawyer, 
formerly on the London staff of ““ La Nacion,’’ who has 
been appointed Secretary. The new society includes 
influential, social, intellectual and other kindred Argen- 
tine interests. 

The attention of book publishers is particularly drawn 
to the second of the objects of the Society, which 
envisages distinct possibilities of an increased trade in 
British books. Publishers and dealers, particularly 
firms of the latter class who specialise in rare books and 
first editions, would, it is thought, be well advised to 
keep the Secretary of the Society posted with catalogues 
and lists of books likely to be of interest to readers in 
Argentina. 

Office accommodation for the Society has not yet been 
secured, but firms who desire to forward literature can 
in the meantime address their communications to the 
Secretary, Associacion Argentina de Cultura Inglesa, 
c/o H. O. Chalkley, Esq., C.B.E., Commercial Secretary, 
British Embassy, Buenos Aires. 
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Special Articles. 





The following tables show the value of the imports 
into and the exports and re-exports from the United 
Kingdom during the month of April as compared with 
the preceding month and with the corresponding month 
of last year :— 





March, 


TotTaL IMPORTS. 
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From this comparison it is clear that April exports this 


year compare more favourably with those of the earlier 


months than has been the case in the years immediately 
preceding, and that imports have fallen off somewhat 
more in April this year than on the average of recent 
experience. 

Adding imports and exports of bullion and specie to 
those of merchandise the visible excess of imports in 
April was £32,521,000, compared with £19,221,000 
in March (when there were large shipments of gold to 
France) and £40,528,000 in April, 1927. In the first 
four months of 1928 the excess of imports of mer. 
chandise and bullion over exports was £112,397,000 
compared with £158,007,000 in the same months of 
1927. 

COAL. 


7 a | April, | April, 

Class of Goods. | 1998. 1998. | 1997. 

£°000. £°OO0, £000. 

Food, drink and tobacco... 40,952 46,995 41,228 
Raw materials and articles 

mainly unmanufactured 28,532 33,956 30,689 


Articles wholly or mainly | 


manufactured 


Animals, not for food 


26,762 
17 
370 


29,183 
154 


Qo” 


28.3600 


Exports of coal in April amounted to 3,722,000 tons 
| compared with 4,111,000 tons in March and 4,118,000 
tons in April, 1927. In addition coal shipped as bunkers 
for steamers engaged in the foreign trade (including 





Parcel post, non-dutiable... 


Total Imports 96,796 110,510 | 








Exports oF UniTrep KInGpomM PRODUCE AND 
MANUFACTURES. 














£7000 £ OOO. £°000. 
Food, drink and tobacco... | 3,837 4,198 3,626 
Raw materials and articles | 
mainly unmanufactured | 5,345 6,295 6,285 
Articles wholly or mainly | 
manufactured | 44,959 53,414 41,517 
Animals, not for food | 106 | 92 145 
Parcel post vee | 1,021 959 1,037 
Total Exports _ | 55,268 64,958 52,610 
EXPORTS OF IMPORTED MERCHANDISE. 
| vt a | 
£000. | £000. | £000. 
Food, drink and tobacco... | 2,261 | 2,289 | 295 
Raw materials and articles | | 
mainly unmanufactured 6,553 | 6.805 | 7,477 
Articles wholly or mainly | | 
manufactured ... inet 2,107 | 2,147 | 2,028 
Animals, not for food | 34 | 26 | 14 
Total Re-exports ... | 10,955 | 11,267 | 11,814 


| 


Imports and exports of merchandise, bullion, and 
specie may be further summarised as follows :— 















































Average of 
— April, | March, | April |__Jan.-March. 
1928. | 1928. | 1927. | 
| | 1928. | 1927, 
! i i 
£’000. £’000. £’OO0. £’000. £’000. 
Total imports 96,796 | 110,510 | 100,595 | 103,246 | 106.978 
Re-exports... as 10,955 11,267 11,814 11,079 10,480 
Exports (U.K. Goods) 55,268 64,952 52.610 60,646 56.824 
Bullion and specie : 
Excess of imports (+ ) or of 
exports (—) baie bee +1,948 | —15,064) +4.357 | —4.896 | — 515 
Visible excess of imports: | 
Merchandise and bullion and) | 
specie... tes ioe 32,521 19,221 40,528 | 26,625 | 39,159 














In comparing the figures for April with those for other 
months, the disturbance due to the Easter holiday period 
must be taken into account. The effect on trade appears 
to be less in the case of imports than in that of exports. 
If we take the figures of the last four years, in all of 
which the Easter holiday fell in the period covered by 
the April ‘“ Accounts,” the April record is compared 
with that of the earlier months of the year in the 
following statement :— 

















| Years 1925-28. Corre- 
sponding 
Average of April hor ae 
Jan.—Mar. of Col. (1).| 1928. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
£’°000. £°000. 
Total Imports 108,675 102,561 94-4 93-8 
Retained Imports 96,870 90,950 93-9 93-1 
U.K. Exports 62,557 55,376 88-5 91-1 











| 


i 
| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
) 
| 


fishing vessels) amounted to 1,363,000 tons in April, 
1,379,000 tons in March and 1,315,000 tons in April, 
1927. The average value per ton of coal exported was 
15s. 9d. in April and March and 18s. 6d. in April, 1927. 
Comparing the distribution of our exports of coal in 
April with those in April last year, the only substantial 
increases shown were in the exports to Germany, which 
country took 431,000 tons compared with 256,000 tons 
a year ago, and Brazil (118,000 tons against 65,000 tons). 
The heaviest reductions were in the exports to Scandi- 
navia, Italy and France. 


METAL PRODUCTS. 


Imports of iron ore in the first four months of 1928 
were 1,563,000 tons compared with 1,554,000 tons in the 
corresponding period of 1927. In the first four months 
of 1928 the exports of iron and steel and manufactures 
thereof aggregated 1,403,000 tons compared with 
1,159,000 tons in the first four months of 1927, while 
the net imports were 1,092,000 tons and 1,875,000 tons 
respectively. Thus, in the first four months of 1927, 
imports of iron and steel and manufactures thereof 
(consisting mainly of the cruder kinds) exceeded exports 
by 716,000 tons, while in the first four months of 1928 
exports exceeded imports by 311,000 tons. 

The following table shows the retained imports and 
British exports of the principal classes of iron and steel 
and manufactures thereof :— 








asin ‘iba | "toes. | Iban. 








Retained Imports :— Thousand Tons. 



































Crude Iron and Steel ~ ne 139 | 150 236 
Semi-finished Roiling-mill Products | 78 84 131 
Finished Iron and Steel Goods | 35 | 37 35 
Tota : Retained Imports of Iron | | 
and Steel and Manufactures | 
thereof ... we 6a wea | 252 271 402 
British Exports :— | 
Crude Iron and Steel _ a 33 | 49 | 19 
Semi-finished Rolling-mill Products | 72 | 84 | 89 
| eas ae i 
Galvanised Sheets | 59 | 72 | 64 
Tinned Plates bes ~ bed 1 38 52 | 43 
Pipes, cast | 8 | 10 1] 
Tubes, wrought | 19 23 22 
Railway material — 69 71 52 
Wire and Wire Manufactures i; ni] wt? 7 
Other Goods | 35 | 36 28 
ee = — oui 
TotaL: Finished Iron and Steel | | 
Goods ... oe ~~ sas 239 | 276 227 
TotaL: British Exports of Iron | | 
and Steel and Manufactures | 
thereof ... | 344 | 409 | 335 





aD 





A large increase in the value of non-ferrous metals, 


etc., exported in April compared with April, 1927, was 
mainly due to heavy exports of tin. 
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SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 
Exports of machinery in April amounted to 44,062 tons 
valued at £4,143,000, compared with 51,085 tons valued 
at £4,813,000 in March and 36,522 tons valued at 
3,598,000 in April, 1927. Exports of motor cars and 
chassis in April numbered 2,444 compared with 2,490 in 
March and 3,534 in April, 1927. The value of motor 
cars and parts and accessories thereof exported in April 
was £621,000 compared with £652,000 in March and 
£799,000 in April, 1927. The number of motor cars 
and chassis imported in April was 3,354, compared with 
9556 in March and 3,403 in April, 1927. Compared 
with April, 1927, there was a large increase in the 
export of new ships and boats and of locomotives. 
TEXTILES. 

Retained imports of raw cotton (except linters) 
amounted to 129-4 million Ibs. in April, compared with 
137-7 million lbs. in March and 175-1 million Ibs. in 
April, 1927. According to the statistics published by 
the Liverpool Cotton Association, the deliveries of 
cotton to mills in April were about 126 million Ibs., 
compared with 145 million lbs. in March and 132 million 
lbs. in April, 1927. Exports of cotton varns in April, 
1928, aggregated 13,753,000 lbs., against 15,504,000 Ibs. 
in March and 17,328,000 lbs. in April, 1927. Exports 
of cotton piece-goods are shown in the following state- 
ment :— 











Cotton Piece-goods April, March, | April, 
Exported. 1928. 1928. 1927. 
| Million square yards. 

Grey, Unbleached ... wa" 92-4 | 18-72 | 115-0 
Bleached va 114-1 | 130-2 | 105-3 
Printed... ee hus 40-8 55-4 | 39-2 
Dyed in the piece ... seh 56°6 | 70-2 | 48:1 
Coloured cottons 10-9 | 13-9 | 9-3 
Total ... - 314-8 | 397-4 | 316-9 

Of which to India 144-1 179-3 157-7 

















In the first four months of 1928 exports aggregated 
1,366 million sq. yds., compared with F,332 million sq. 
yds. in the first four months of 1927. Comparing the 
exports in April with those in April, 1927, the above 


table shows that a considerable falling off in the exports - 


of unbleached goods has been practically balanced by 
increased exports of goods bleached or dyed in the piece. 
India took a considerably smaller proportion of the total 
than in April, 1927, but China and Hong Kong went 
far to make good this loss, taking rather over 10 million 
square yards last month against under 4 million square 
yards in April, 1927. 

Retained imports of sheep’s and lambs’ wool amounted 
to 54-6 million Ibs. in April, 95-9 million lbs. in March 
and 53-5 million Ibs. in April, 1927. In the first four 
months of 1928 the retained imports amounted to 
294-7 million lbs. against 289-0 million Ibs. in the 
corresponding period of 1927. Exports of woollen and 
worsted yarns in April were 5,152,000 lbs., in March 
5,794,000 lbs., and in April, 1927, 5,207,000 lbs. Exports 
of woollen and worsted tissues were 10-0 million square 
yards in April, 15-1 million square vards in March, and 
9-5 million square yards in April, 1927; a heavy reduc- 
tion in the exports is normal at this season of the year. 
Retained iniports of woollen and worsted tissues were 
3°4 million sq. yds. in April, against 4-1 million sq. yds. 
in March and 3-4 million sq. yds. in April, 1927. 

Among other textiles, the increased activity of the 
trade in artificial silk yarns and manufactures is a 
feature of the returns. The production of artificial silk 
yarn or straw in the first quarter of 1928 was 12,550,000 
lbs. compared with 7,765,000 lbs. in the first quarter of 
1927. In the first four months of 1928 the value of the 
retained imports of artificial silk yarn and manufactures 
was £2,455,000 and of the exports £3,042,000, compared 
with £1,985,000 and £2,273,000 respectively in the first 
four months of 1927. 


Imports OF Raw MATERIALS, ETc. 


Among sundry raw materials imported into the 
United Kingdom in the first four months of 1928 there 
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was a fall of 26 per cent. in the total imports of soft 
wood compared with the first four months of 1927, 
but an increase in the imports of hard wood. Imports 
of seeds, nuts and kernels for expressing oil were some- 
what greater in the first four months of this year than 
of last year. Imports of crude petroleum were sub- 
stantially smaller but imports of refined petroleum 
somewhat greater. Retained imports of wet hides were 
rather smaller this year than last owing, mainly, 
to smaller supplies from Argentina, but retained imports 
of dry and dry salted hides were over 50 per cent. 
greater in weight, and there was an increase of similar 
extent in the imports of undressed leather. Among 
paper-making materials, imports of wood pulp, both 
chemical and mechanical, were considerably smaller this 
year than Jast, and there has also been a smaller reduction 
in the imports of esparto. ‘There has been a reduction of 
over 25 per cent. in the total imports of crude rubber, 
while re-exports have increased by over 65 per cent. ; 
as a result the retained imports in the first four months 
of this year are only 13-4 million lbs. (6,000 tons), 
compared with 78-0 million Ibs. (34,800 tons) in the 
corresponding period of 1927, when stocks were 
accumulating. 





DISTRIBUTION OF OUR OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





FIRST QUARTER OF 1928. 

The April issue of the ‘““ Accounts Relating to Trade 
and Navigation of the United Kingdom ”’ contains tables 
showing the value of our external trade with individual 
countries during the first quarter of 1928 which enable 
us to publish our customary survey of the geographical 
distribution of the trade between the United Kingdom 
and other countries. In this article, a comparison is 
made between the distribution of the trade in the first 
quarter of 1928 and that in the first quarters of 1913 
and 1927, respectively. 

At the outset it must be observed that our external 
trade in the first quarter of 1927 displayed some ab- 
normal features resulting from the continued effects of 
the coal stoppage of the preceding year. These have 
been repeatedly referred to in the articles on Overseas 
Trade published regularly in the ‘ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and their effect on the distribution of our 
import trade in particular is alluded to later in this 
article. In the comparison of trade distribution over 
longer periods of 1927 and 1928, which it is proposed to 
carry out in the succeeding quarterly reviews of this 
year, the transitory effects of the coal stoppage will 
have a smaller relative importance than in the present 
comparison, which is limited to a period of three months. 

For purposes of better comparison with the first 
quarter of 1913, our trade with the Irish Free State 
has been excluded from the general review. The follow- 
ing table shows the extent of that trade in the first 
quarters of 1927 and 1928 :— 


— ED 





























Percentage of 
_ From or to Trade with Irish 
I rom or to all Irish Free Free State ot 
Countries. State. that with all 
Countries. 
Class of Trade. 
January to January to January to 
| March. March, March. 
| 1927 | 1928. 1927. 1928, 1927. | 1928. 
' 
£1,000. | £1,000. | £1,000. | £1,000. | Percent.) Per cent. 
Imports ... 320,977 | 309,748 8,580 8,736 2°67 2°82 
Exports :—- 
United Kingdom | 
produce and 
manufactures ... | 170,473 |181,937 | 8,560 | 8,708 | 5:02 | 4-79 
Imported mer- 
chandise .. | 31,439 | 33,239 2,482 2,372 7°89 7°14 

















Thus, the proportion of our total imports which was 
consigned from the Irish Free State, was rather greater 
in the latest quarter than in the corresponding period 
of 1927. Exports to the Irish Free State, both of 
United Kingdom goods and of imported merchandise, 


i 
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formed a smaller proportion of the respective total 
exports in 1928 than in the first quarter of 1927. It is 
interesting to note that the percentages for 1928 relating 
to imports from, and domestic exports to, the Irish 
Free State are approximately the same as those for 
the first quarter of 1926, which were: imports, 2-81 per 
cent.; exports, 4-70 per cent. 

In comparing the distribution of our trade now with 
that in 1913, a further correction should strictly be made 
in respect of the direct trade of the ports of Southern 
Ireland with countries overseas, since that trade is 
included in the figures for 1913. The export trade was 
negligible, however, and the imports amounted to only 
about 1 per cent. of the total imports into the United 
Kingdom. Further, in order to preserve comparability 
with 1913, Palestine, the Sudan, the South-West African 
Protectorate, Tanganyika, and Nauru and British 
Samoa have been treated as foreign countries through- 
out. Separate particulars of our trade with these 
countries in 1913 are not available. 

The following tables summarise the general results, 
trade with the Irish Free State being omitted :— 





January to March, January to March. 








Class of Trade. 
1913. 

















| 1927. | 1928. ; 1913. | 1927. 1928, 
| | 
£1,000. | £1,000. | £1,000. Per cent.) Per cent.) Per cent. 
Imports from :— 
Foreign countries | 146,650 | 228,689 | 212,652 74°71 | 73-20) 70-65 
British Empire 49,639 | 83,707 | 88,360 25°29 | 26-80 | 29-35 
All countries 196, 289 312 2 +396 301,012 | 100: 00 | 100-00 | 100-00 
Exports (British 
produce) to :- | 
Foreign countries 78,993 92.257 |100,982 | 62-04 56°98 | 58-29 
British Empire 48, i 69,656 72,247 37°96 | 43°02 | 41°71 
All countries 127, 310 | 161,913 | 17 3,229 | 100-00 | 100- 00 | 100-00 
Exports (imported | | 
merchandise) to : | 
Foreign countries 27,481 | 25,942 | 27,672 Sa-4] 39°59 |} &9-65 
British Empire 3,603 | 3.015 | 3.195 11°59 10-41 | 10°35 
All countries... 31,084 | 28.957 | 30,867 | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 
i } j 








If the first quarters of 1927 and 1928 be compared, 
it will be seen that the proportion of our imports received 
from foreign countries has fallen. The decline has not 
been sufficient, however, to reduce the proportion to 
that reached in 1926, when 68-57 per cent. of our total 
imports were derived from foreign countries. Reference 
to the detailed tables at the end of the article shows 
that the decrease in the percentage of total imports 
obtained from the United States (from 20-71 to 16-77 
per cent.) was more than sufficient to account for the 
decline in the relative importance of the imports from 
foreign countries in 1928 as compared with 1927. Among 
the Self-Governing Dominions, the most considerable 
advances in relative position were made by New Zealand 
(largely due to the greater value of butter, cheese and 
frozen mutton imported from that country), Australia 
(wool, butter and sugar), and South Africa (wool). 
India substantially improved her relative position 
largely owing to increased consignments of raw cotton, 
cotton seed and hides and skins. 

The proportion of the exports of United Kingdom 
goods taken by foreign countries has advanced by 
1-31 per cent. as compared with the first quarter of 
1927, and stands at a rather higher level than in the 
corresponding period of 1926. If comparison be made 
with 1927, Argentina, among foreign countries, made a 
notable advance in relative “position in 1928; but the 
striking feature of the detailed table relating to domestic 
exports is the marked falling-off in the position of 
Australia. There was a corresponding decline in the 
importance of New Zealand as a market for our exported 
goods, and a considerable improvement in the position 
of India. Important factors in the changes, so far as 
Empire Countries are concerned, were, in the case of 
Australia, decreases in purchases of iron and _ steel 
manufactures and of chassis for motor vehicles, and, in 
the case of India, an increase in the value of cotton 
piece-goods taken. 

Re-exports were divided between British and foreign 
countries in about the same ratio in “ia latest quarter 
as in the corresponding period of 1927 
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The next table summarises the distribution of our 
trade purely from the geographical point of view, trade 
with the Irish Free State being again excluded :— 

















Class of “ _ , North | South | Austral-| ,,,. 
Trade, |#urope.| Africa.| Asia. | 4 rerica.| America.| asia,etc,| _°tal. 
Imports : Per Per Per Per Per Per Per 
Jan.-Mar. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. cent. 
913 oon 36°69 8:03 | 12-78 23°48 9-46 9-56 100-00 
1927 oo. | 33°26 8:45 | 12-52 | 26°83 9-36 9-58 100-00 
1928 soe | SB°7S 9-25 | 13:23 | 22-96 10-56 11°25 100-06 
Exports 
(British Pro- 
duce) :— 
Jan.- Mar. 

13 ... | 33°84 9-95 | 24-67 12:21 9-78 9°55 100-00 
1927 ... | 29°98 | 11-78 | 24-03 12-19 8-86 13°16 | 100-00 
1928 30°54 | 11°81 | 24-71 12-60 9-81 10°53 | 100-00 

Exports (Im- 

ported Mer- 

chandise) : 

Jan.- Mar. 
1913 .-. | 53°40 2-92 2°54 | 35-87 1-69 3°58 | 100-60 
BOZT = * wwe | FO°TE 3°22 2-81 18°52 1°58 3°10 | 100-00 
1928 --- | 20°94 3°32 2-43 19°31 1-40 2-60 100-00 


























The distribution of our import trade among the 
various areas of consignment in the first quarter of 1927 
was doubtless affected by the unusual imports of coal 
and the increased imports of iron and steel goods caused 
by the coal stoppage of 1926. It is, therefore, not 
surprising to find a relative decline in 1928 in the 
importance of Europe and North America as suppliers 
of our imports. It is worthy of note that the position 
of South America has steadily improved since 1926, 
when that area supplied 8-77 per cent. of our total 
imports. Notwithstanding a general decline in the 
proportion supplied by European States, Denmark has 
been able to improve substantially in 1928 on the 
position attained in 1927, and small improvements in 
relative position were also registered by Germany, 
France and Spain, although the actual values of the 
imports from these three countries in the first quarter 
of 1928 was less than the corresponding values recorded 
in 1927. 

As regards British exports, if 1928 be compared with 
1927, the principal variation is in the proportion taken 
by Australasia, which has been referred to above. The 
decline in this area has been counterbalanced by gains 
in all the other areas. The relative improvement in the 
South American market is mainly due to increased 
shipments to Argentina. Germany and Switzerland, 
in Europe, increased considerably in importance, and 
a decline in the relative position of Russia was counter- 
balanced by a gain in that of the Succession States. 
The decline in the relative importance of the Chinese and 
Japanese markets recorded in the first quarter of 1927 
continued in the corresponding period of 1928. 

As usual, the bulk of the re-exports were consigned 
to the United States and Europe, the most notable 
features disclosed in the detailed table being the large 
decline in the proportion of our re-exports taken by 
Russia (from 8-48 to 1-16 per cent.) and the large 
increase in the proportion taken by France (from 
15-43 to 19-27 per cent.). 


I. [Mpeorts. 





January | January | January 























C i ad . to to to 
Yountries whence consigned. Wi asi Moorh March, 
1913. 1927. 1928. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES | 

: , = ‘Per cent./Per cent.|Per cent. 
Russia i sae ele ae 1\ 3.3 olf 1-1] 0-67 
Succession States ... \J 1-78 1-74 
Sweden nid eis si 1-2 1-52 1-38 
Norway... vee we — 9-97 1-14 1-05 
Denmark cae én oe 2-80 3°61 4°13 
Germany ... 9-79 5-03 5-12 
Netherlands ” _ -_ 2-86 | 3°38 3°32 
Belgium ... _ _ _— 3°10 | 4:14 3°97 
France Sua ee | 606 | 524] 5-30 
Switzerland . — _ 1-46 | 1-23 1-22 
Spain see _ _ _— 1-93 | 1-62 1-63 
Italy _— ne oa 1-16 1-43 1-36 
Rest of Europe see _ ose 1-86 1-95 1-78 
Egypt and Sudan ... one _ 4-37 2-86 2-69 
Rest of Africa ben nie Sea 0-82 0-97 1-20 
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| January | | January January 
Countries whence consigned wee | to to 
/ : March, | March, | March, 
1913. | 1927, 1928, 
FoREIGN CouNTRIES—Continued. | 
Dutch East Indies 0:58 1-15 1-22 
China _ )-59 1-06 1-08 
Japan - — _ oe 0-59 0-70 0-94 
Rest of Asia ‘ 0-90 1-52 1-52 
United States 19-96 20-71 16°77 
Cuba 0-23 0-35 0-62 
Brazil 1-94 0-41 0-36 
Argentina 5-52 6°33 6-97 
Chile ae 0-56 0-64 QO: 74 
Rest of Americ a ]-94 3°23 3°74 
Polynesia, etc. dane ioe 0-13 0-09 0-13 
Total Foreign Countries 74°71 73-20 70:65 
BRITISH EMPIRE. 
Self-Governing Dominions : 
Canada 2°39 4-08 3°73 
New foundland 0-03 0-06 0-07 
Australia 5°84 4°93 5:56 
New Zealand 3°58 4°54 5:52 
Union of South Africa 2-03 2-55 3°05 
Total Self-Governing Dominions 13-87 16-16 17-93 
India 008 eee ece 6°07 5+ 04 5°77 
Colonies, Possessions, and 
Protectorates. 

In Europe ... 0-11 0-08 0-08 
West Africa 0-62 1-18 1-33 
Rest of Africa és — 0-19 0-89 0-98 

Straits Settlements and Malay 
States = ies 2-86 1-80 1-31 
Ceylon 0-97 1-09 1-20 
Hong Kong 0-11 0-06 0-03 
Rest of Asia ” 0O-1l 0-10 0-16 

West Indies, British Guiana, Hon- 
duras, etc. oe sake 0-37 0-38 0-52 
Polynesia, etc. ... 0-01 0-02 0-04 

Total Colonies, Possessions and 
Protectorates 5+ 35 > 60 5-65 
Total British Empire 25-29 26°80 | 29°35 
‘Total all Countries 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 

| | 











Il. Exports oF BRITISH PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 
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| any January | January 
' ies ee to to 
Countries to which consigned. | Mazeh, March, | March, 
| 1913. 1927. 1928. 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES. Pp 
"er cent.)Per cent.|Per cent. 
Russia ove 2-05 0-84 0°46 
Succession States ... ” { 1-00 1-38 
Sweden | 1-40 1-34 1-37 
Norway | 1-14 1-O1 | 1-17 
Denmark 1-20 1-49 | 1-33 
Germany | 7°13 5°58 | 6°17 
Netherlands | 3-06 3°06 3°13 
Belgium | 2-78 2°73 2-69 
France 5°90 3°76 3°61 
Switzerland 0:82 1-04 | 1-44 
Spain 1-97 1:65 | 1:36 
Italy . 3-03 2-23 | 2-08 
Rest of E ‘urope 2-69 3°33 3-62 
Egypt and Sudan. 1-83 1-97 2-03 
test of Africa 2-07 2-04 2-11 
Dute :h East Indies 1-43 1-32 1-59 
China 2-55 2-19 1-69 
Japan 2-46 2°17 2-00 
Rest of Asia 1-68 1-95 1-69 
United States 5-83 6°55 | 6°52 
Cuba 0-43 0-37 | 0-28 
Brazil 2-63 2-09 | 2-32 
Argentina 4-1] 3°90 | 4-94 
Chile o 1-27 0-75 | 0-78 
Rest of America 2-50 2-60 | 2-50 
Polynesia, ete. 0-08 0-02 | 0-03 
62-04 | 5 56-98 | 68-29 


lotal Foreign Countries 





ee 
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January | January 


to 
March, 
1928. 
































January | 
= Oe to to 
Countries to which consigned, Mass: | Masel 
1913, 1927. | 
s | 
BRITISH EMPIRE. | | 
| 
Self-Governing Dominions : | 
| —- 
Canada ices , | 4-62 3°81 | 
Newfoundland skis _— eos | 0-08 0-07 | 
Australia... see vee ooo | = 26 9°88 | 
New Zealand ais al wnt | 2-18 3°19 | 
Union of South Africa 4-4] 4°77 | 
Total Self-Governing Dominions | 18-55 21-72 
} — 
India kee ee ee | 18-43 | 12-30 | 
Colonies, Possessions, and 
Protectorates : 
In Europe ... oe $aa ewe 0-67 0-92 
West Africa — a at 1-14 2°15 
Rest of Africa a nae sien! 0-50 0-85 
Straits Settlements and Malay | 
States 1-32 2°27 | 
Ceylon | 0-89 0-90 | 
Hong Kong | 0-79 0-73 | 
Rest of Asia ; 0-12 0-20 | 
West Indies, British Guiana, Hon- 
duras, etc. 0-52 0-91 
Polynesia, etc. 0-03 0-07 
Total Colonies, Possessions, and 
Protectorates 5:98 9-00 
Total British Empire | 37°96 43-02 
| | 
Total all Countries _ vee | 100-00 | 100-00 
| 





9-06 


—_-—___-_ -—_—__--—. 


41-71 
100-00 


Ill. Exports oF IMPORTED MERCHANDISE. 
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| January 








| January | January 
' tims hich consigned | to to to 
Countries to which consigned. | March, | March, | March, 
| 1913. 1927. 1928. 
POGIRE VOURTEERS. Per cent.|Per cent. Per cent 
Russia — 8:48 | 1-16 
8-Ol ‘ 1-95 
Succession States _— 1-03 °-25 
Sweden 1-07 0-76 1-04 
Denmark .... san wi aes 0-39 0-64 0-63 
Germany | 18-94 | 26-04 | 27-09 
Netherlands 4-67 3°75 3°7 4 
Belgium 5+ 86 8-09 9-97 
France 9-56 15-43 19-27 
Italy an pail 0-83 1-87 2-16 
United States _ jan vee | 31-22 16-63 16-94 
Other Foreign Countries ... coe | 7:86 6°87 6°40 
All Foreign Countries 88-41 89-59 89°65 
BRITISH EMPIRE. 
Canada 3-20 1-42 | 1-78 
Australia ... 2-79 3°26 | po 
Union of South Africa a 1-50 1-21 | 1-25 
All Self-Governing Dominions ... | 8-34 5°82 | 65°77 
Rest of British Empire ona | 3°25 4°59 | 4°58 
- | . 
All British Empire ba | 11-59 10-41 | 10-35 
Total all Countries ; | 100-00 | 100-00 | 100-00 
| 






































WHOLESALE PRICES IN CERTAIN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND 
THE UNITED STATES. 


COMPARISON OF RELATIVE MOVEMENTS. 


Wholesale prices in France, Germany and Italy moved 


upward in March ; 
was recorded. 


a seasonal rise in the price of foodstufts ; 


in Belgium no c :hange from February 
Tas each of the four countries there was 
industrial 


commodities on the whole were little changed from 
February, though the tendency was slightly downwards. 
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| Pric 
OVERSEAS TRADE IN APRIL. low 
(" 
, . aiid and 
ANALYSIS OF IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. thre 
in | 
. : : ys - , , ; ; Stat 
The following table shows the value of the external trade of the United Kingdom in April, 1928, compared with T 
cles Bae, Be. 
particulars for 1927 : the 
— —--- amenen meee titted inline Maen iia meneame . —_ ~ mor 
Month Ended 30th April. peri 
a a a to — eT a5 in n 
| ronyente V sine (F.C .O. ).B. 1). som 
Classes and Groups. = Seatisideiiiamaianshniitiadiies beanie mov 
: n 
Imports Value (C.I.F.*). PRODUCE AND 1 
ceenireiesiaiiniiintents. ute | IMPORTED 
MANUFACTURES OF THE | i eiceaieeinenes 
Unitep Kinapom. iabeeiaeiiaiiane par 
ee ee ee SE a ae — with 
1927. 1928. 1927. 1928. 1927 1928, the 
SR CONS Semenbaiiieas manatee nolan Remmi eS 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— | £ | £ £ | £ | £ | £ n t 
A. Grain and Flour 8,695,612 | 7,590,179 475,850 | 543,254 | 135,201 103,650 : ms 
B. Feeding-stuffs for Anim: als 673,559 | 843,263 236,898 | 294,988 | 21,832 22,489 oe C 
C. Meat 8,424,508 | 8,534,965 127,183 | 120,131 | 225,259 260,327 Feb 
D. Animals, Living. for Food i ; 965,784 1,053,822 9,057 | 10,973 | ~ — and 
E. Other Food and Drink, Non-Dutia ble 12,325,018 13,527,801 9.939 935 2 911.081 | i 741, 877 728,220 hein 
F, - i - Dutiable 9,155,206 8,315,564 eee 7 ee | 1,086,357 | 1,053,534 a 
G. Tobacco | 988,021 | 1,087,212 537,627 556,578 | 84,303 | 93,296 BI . 
sins ae inseeatlhs TERR a) sonal at t 
Total, Class I. | 41,227,708 | 40,952,806 | 3,626,550 3.837,005 | 2,294,829 | 2,261,516 
= 
, ; | | | 
IIl.—Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Unmanu- | | | 
factured— | —_ 
A. C oal ** 53, LO6 | 5,635 3,808,675 2,936,381 —— — (Ht 3 
Bb. Other Non- Me tallic Mining d and Quarry Pro- | | | > lm 
ducts and the like -_ 559,947 | 530,101 148,364 | 175,925 41,565 | 23,180 Belgiu 
C. Iron Ore and Scrap te 628,460 | 389,910 64,468 | 122,485 231 | 276 etees 
D. Non-Ferrous Metalliferous Gee Ss and Ser: ap | 1,398,427 | 1,488,266 178,036 | 107,342 10,516 13,578 Italy 
E. Wood and Timber . | 1,935,326 | 1,872,938 48,102 38,016 52.668 78,506 l nitec 
F, Raw Cotton and Cotton W ote --» | 7,170,811 | 7,125,672 81,234 | 100,328 642,000 303,646 ores 
G. Wool, Raw and Waste, and Woollen Rags... | 7,085,597 | 7,430,947 800,650 769,089 3,504,226 3,075,870 — 
H. Silk, Raw, Knubs and Noils... : | 115,005 | 106,458 4,395 1,430 1,522 6,275 iy 
I. Other Textile Materials | 1,746,478 | 977,317 18,665 38,520 117,569 66,033 , 
J. Ojul Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, Res sins and Gums | 3,797,287 | 3,794,909 384,939 337,764 206,227 265,918 peace 
K. Hides and Skins, Undressed . . | 1,608,439 | 2,351,447 276,838 284,787 1,242,052 966,602 la I 
L. Paper-making Materials 804,568 | 646,300 107,077 114,144 4,166 1,001 
M. Rubber a“ tin _ ioe -- | 2,932,524 | 918,945 19,170 20,633 1,485,581 1,612,384 = 
N. Miscellaneous Raw Materials and Articles | | 
mainly Unmanufactured vee | 853,229 | 893,107 344,125 297,954 169,214 139,861 Grou 
Total, Class II. : 3 30, 689, 204 | 28,531,952 6,284,741 | 5,344,798 7,477,537 6,553,130 - 
| ae = Plas Ee Foodst, 
sxx —— ee i ia _—— Vi ye 
Anit 
III. ey vay: Wholly or Mainly yo el _ | Suge 
Coke and Manufactured Fuel “ 1,537 | 277 253,934 235,848 27 — —~ 
B. Pottery, Glass, Abrasives, etc. 1,028,065 | 876,365 966,063 978,215 14,181 12,256 Text 
C. Iron and Steel and Manufactures the reof 3,037,342 2,104,872 5,674,713 5,356,068 45,313 12.945 Mise 
D. Non-Ferrous Metals and Manufactures thereof} 3,103,125 2,702,261 1,220,218 1,636,028 194,993 303,503 
. . otal I 
E. Cutlery, Hardware, Implements, and Instru- Total } 
| ments 694,160 637,185 662,774 | 706,963 92,539 92,586 Total | 
F, Electrical Goods ‘and Apparatus 283,57 | 305,687 938,106 928,232 13,090 12,458 , vat 
x, Machinery 1,454,005 1,464,455 3,597,721 4,143,353 122,773 139,114 10} 
H. Manufactures of Ww ood ‘and T imber 572,962 644,482 198,351 171,143 57,573 38,437 —_— 
I. Cotton Yarns and Manufactures 763,776 898,028 | 10,674,161 | 11,358,288 66,019 | 63,942 asm 
J. Woollen and Worsted Yarns and M: anufa, ac- | — 
tures 1,424,311 1,439,879 3,508,885 3,666,363 174,383 | 188,541 Genera 
K, Silk and Silk M: anufac tures 1,455,850 1,140,375 181,264 165,638 124,457 | 105, 165 wee 
L. Manufactures of other Textile Mater rl ials 1,165,242 1,388,726 1,906,189 2,083,330 140,346 | 148,540 = 
M. Apparel oe Aah eR 1,595,745 | 1,864,569 | 1,847,173 | 1,931,867 100,007 | 108,613 ee 
N. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes and Colours 1,374,274 1,443,373 1,839,025 1,955,092 89,963 | 93,613 
QO. Oils, Fats and Resins, Manufactured 3,854,837 9,015,725 782,200 Lees D8 | 179.969 | 200,263 Wi 
P. Leather and Manufactures thereof 1,201,577 1,593,795 573,884 59.806 | 168,717 | 222,936 the i 
Q. Paper and Cardboard. - 1,260,783 1,081,298 644,056 716,244 | 27,511 | 22.459 ’ 
R. Vehicles (including Loc -omotiv es, Ships and | COM] 
Aircraft) , vue 1,482,161] 831,728 3,079,592 4,144,774 | 82,480 | 62,298 mont 
S. Rubber Manufactures... _ _— see 242,486 325,808 266,993 306,414 | 14,988 | 23,152 foods 
T. Miscellaneous Articles wholly or mainly Indu 
Manufactured 2,364,382 2,702,923 2,701,403 2,972,261 318,860 255,979 1 
oe fee i as _* eve 
Total, Class LII. 28,360,191 | 26,761,811 | 41,516,705 | 44,958,585 2.028, 189 2,106,800 In 
a 7°0 
— . —s. z ore 4-9 : I 
IV.—Animals, not for Food 162,867 179,114 145,467 106,154 13,563 33,654 cent. 
were 
. . - semi — a » a iy 
V.—Parcel Post, Non-Dutiable Articles ... 155,500 370,554 | 1,036,584 | 1,021,431 ~-- ~— “ 7 
samen —_—— nig NE 
TOTAL 100,595,470 | 96,796,237 | 52,610,047 | 55,267,973 | 11,814,118 | 10,955,100 mont 
decli 
* The value of the Imports represents the cost, insurance, and freight; or, when goods are consigned for sale, the latest sale value Su 
of such goods. sale 
T The value of the Exports represents the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and is known as the th ye 
“free on board ”’ value. ih 
tecor 
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Prices in the United States were, on the whole, slightly 
lower in March than in the previous month. 

Comparing the general level of prices at the beginning 
and end of the March quarter, there was a rise of about 
three per cent. in France and of just under one per cent. 
in Belgium and Italy. In Germany and the United 
States there was a decline of about one per cent. 

The tables which follow indicate the movements of 
the index numbers of wholesale prices during recent 
months. Owing to the employment of different base 
periods, the index numbers are not strictly comparable 
in magnitude as between one country and another, but 
some comparison can be made regarding the relative 
movements in prices. 

The following summary statement shows the com- 
parison of the price movements in the countries named 
with those in this country, expressed as percentages of 
the average prices in 1925, all prices being reduced to 
sold equivalents at the average rate of exchange quoted 
in the period or at the date to which the price-index 
refers. The table shows the variations in January, 
February and March, 1928, and in March, September 
and December, 1927, the figures for December, 1926, 
being added. In the cases of France and Italy, the 
index numbers are made up to represent the position 
at the end of each month :— 

AVERAGE OF 1925 = 100. 





Dec., | Mar., | Sept., | Dec., | Jan., | Feb.. Mar., 








Country. | 1926. | 1927. | 1927. | 1927. | 1928. | 192s. | 1928. 
' | 
! ] } } 
Gt. Britain Monthly J | 91-1 | 87-8 | 88:9 | 87-6 | 88-1 | 87-4 | 87:7 
Germany averages | 96°6 | 95°1 98-4 | 98-4 97°7 | 97°2 | 97:6 
Belgium—Second half of | | 
month ~_ ... | 89°3 | 88°9 | 86°8 | 87°3 | 88-1 | 87-7 | 87-7 
l'rance . ; fj 94:5 | 95-6 | 89-5 | 90:1 90-4 | 90-8 | 92-9 
italy pend of month) |1149-5 |106-7 |109-8 1105-3 |106-0 1105-5 |105-9 
United States—Monthly | | 
average : - | 94°6 | 91-3 | 93-2 | 93°59 | 93:0 | 93-1 92°8 





KRANCE.—The particulars relate to end-of-month 
prices, and are compiled by the Statistique Générale de 
la France :— 

JULY, 1914 = 100. 








j | | 
Aver-| Aver-! | 





eo ~e | age | age | Mar../Sept..) Dec.,| Jan..'! Fe Mar 

Groups of Commodities. for | a 1927" aes | 1927.) a fey foe 
| 1926.| 1927 7 

smeeaeemmmenmeeaiee Waar ae a ee, Ce 
Foodstu ffs _— | | 

Vegetable products . | 665 | 608 633 5d8 552 568 568 | 608 

Animal products 938 33 | 596 08 | 524 | 513 | 527 | 549 

Sugar, coffee, cocoa... | 702 | 644 | 696 | 605 | 619 | G27 | 639 | 661 
Industrial Materials :— | 

Minerals and metals... | 809 | 637 | 685 | 602 | 601 591 575 | 589 

Textiles ... ‘sie ... | 882 | 715 | 700 | 766 | 713 | 733 | 750 | 759 

Miscellaneous ... ... | 754 | 666 | 660 | 658 | 693 | 693 | 686 | 675 
lotal Foodstuffs 1914 = 100; 619 584 | 629 246 553 556 565 593 
Total Foodstuffs 1913 100; 631 O95 | 641 | 557 | 564 | 567 | 577 | 605 
Total Industrial materials, | | 

1914 LOO — ..- | 804 | 671 678 | 672 | 673 | 676 | 673 | 674 
Total Industrial materials, | 

1913 | 762 | 637 | 643 | 637 | 638 | 641 | 637 | 639 
National products ... | (a) | 614 | 647 | 582 | 993 | 593 | 601 | 617 
Imported products oo | | 659 | 667 | 669 | 660 | 669 | 660 | 670 
General Index (all goods) | 718 | 630 | 655 | 613 | 617 | 620 | 622 | 636 

} i | 


General Index (all goods) 
1913 100 os = | 
| | 


———__. 


| j | 
700 | G15 | 639 | 598 | 602 | 604 | 607 | 621 
| 





eee 


(a) Not calculated. 

Wholesale prices in France rose sharply during March, 
the index at the end of the month standing at 636 as 
compared with 622 at the end of February. As in the 
month previous the rise was due to higher prices of 
foodstufts, which on the average were 5 per cent. dearer. 
Industrial materials were at about the same average 
level as in February. 

In the foodstuffs group the prices of vegetables were 
7-0 per cent. dearer. Animal products advanced by 
4-2 per cent. and “ sugar, coffee and cocoa ” by 3-4 per 
cent. Among industrial materials, minerals and metals 
were at about the same level as in January but dearer 
by 2-4 per cent. than in February. Textile prices were 
higher by 1-2 per cent. as compared with the previous 
month. Miscellaneous industrial materials showed a 
decline of 1-6 per cent. 

Since October last the French index number of whole- 
sale prices has shown a gradual rise. Compared with 
the general index for October, which was the lowest 
tecorded during the year, the March index was 6 per 
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cent. higher and 3-1 per cent. higher than at the end of 
1927. This rise, however, was almost entirely due to 
the seasonal movement in the prices of foodstuffs. 
Compared with that for October, the foodstuffs index 
for March was 14-2 per cent. higher and, compared with 
that for December, 7-2 per cent. higher. The index for 
industrial materials on the other hand has remained at 
about the same level during the last six months. 
Comparing prices at the end of March with those at 
the end of the previous quarter, it is seen that vegetables, 
animal products and ‘sugar, coffee and cocoa ’”’ were 
dearer by 10-1, 4-8 and 6-8 per cent. respectively. In 
the industrial group, minerais and metals and  mis- 
cellaneous materials were cheaper by 2-0 and 2:6 per 
cent. respectively. Textiles, in contrast, were dearer 
by 6-5 per cent. 
are the official 
‘Wirtschaft und 


index numbers 
published in 


GERMANY.—Lhe 
monthly averages 
Statistik ’’ :— 

AVERAGE OF 1913 = 100. 









































| | | 
Aver- , Aver- 
Groups of | age age Mar., | Sept., | Dec., | Jan., | Feb., | Mar., 
Commodities. for | for | 1927 1927. | 1927. | 1928. | 1928. | 1928. 
| 1926. | 1927. | | | 
| | 
| . 
Foodstuffs of | 
vegetable origin | 180-5 | 153-8 | 155-5 | 143-8 | 143-8 | 144-6 | 140-5 | 146-4 
Cattle... ... | 120-9} 111-5] 107-7| 120-9} 104-9] 102-1 102-8 | L00°3 
Foodstutfs of | | 
animal origin 145-7} 142-9/ 138-6] 152-2] 157-9] 146-6] 142-8} 138-6 
Feeding-stuffs for | 
animals 114-6| 146-1] 144-2| 142-1/ 141-4] 140-9 141-0 | 148-1 
| alesis a ee EE - — 
} 
Total agrarian | A | 
produce 129-3 | 137-8] 136 0] 138-9 135-6 | 132-2] 130-1 | 131-3 
Provisions 131-5] 129-2 | 127-7 | 130-2 | 129-9 | 130-0 | 129-7 | 133°8 
—}——} | | — i mss sae 
Coal 132-5] 131-4 134-7) 130-2} 130-7) 130-81} 1350-7 | 130-5 
Iron ea woe | 124°2Z) 125°9 124-0} 124-2) 124-5] 126-0) 126-6; 126-6 
Metals... wee | 117-0] 107-5] 111-7) 104-9] 106-9] 105-9} 104-0] 103-4 
Textiles ... we | L50°4] 1539-1 144-4} 165-9} 158°5) 159-0} 158-6] 161-5 
Skins and leather | 114-8] 133-6] 119-6] 139-3] 160-7) 167-9] 160-3] 156-5 
Chemicals woe | 123-0} 124-2] 125-4) 123-7) 124-1) 125-7 | 125-7] 125-6 
Artificial fertili- 
gers... sia 86-3} 83-3] 86-9] 81-9} Sl-1} S1L°‘9} 82°4] 82-5 
Technical oils and 
| we | 131-1) 125-8] 131-1) 121-4] 118-8] 114-8] 112-6) 111-6 
Rubber ... ad 62:7] 47-1] 50-6] 42:4] o0°3 18-3] 40°3! 33-0 
Paper - making 
materials and sh 7 
paper... ... 1151-5) 150-1) 148-9 | 150-7 | 152-1) 151-5} 149°7 | 148-9 
Building materials | 144-6} 158-0) 155-1 | 162-4) 157-8) 157-6] 158-0) 157-5 





Total industrial 
materials and 
semi - finished | 
a 





products 129-7 











Finished goods: | 
Agricultural | 
equipment ... | -_ 132°] 
Industrial! | Infor-| Infor- 





equipment ... |mation/mation| 128-2 
Household not | not | 7 - = -_ 
goods vei re- | re- | 148-7} 157-5} 163-0 | 163-7 | 165-1] 166°5 
Clothing . |ceived.jceived.| 153-8 | 170+3 | 177-1 | 177-2) 177-2 | 177-1 
i ’ 
Producers’ | | | Fi 
eae)” 


| 

goods see | 132-5] 130-2] 128-8} cade 133-6 | 134-4) L3a-4 | 
Consumers’ | 
vie 4 


goods 192-2) 160-2} 152-0 | 165°3 | 172°2 | 172-5 172°9 | 4 


Totalindustrial | 








| 
finished goods | 149-5 | 147-3 12-0) 150-7 | 155-6} 156-1] 156-8 | 157-3 
-—— — —_—~ —_— -— | -——-——- we _—_—_-- ! —_-——- - | -__ —_— | — — 

General Index (all | | a wah tee 
goods ... | 134-4] 137-6 | 135-0} 130-7] 139-6] 138-7] 137-9] 138-5 

| | 

| | | 
| | | 





j 
‘ 











Wholesale prices in Germany were higher by 0-4 per 
cent. in March than in the previous month. This move- 
ment was due principally to rises in the prices of agrarian 
produce and of provisions, the indices for which were 
0-9 and 3-2 per cent. higher. Industrial finished goods 
showed an advance of 0-3 per cent. on the month, 
while industrial materials and semi-finished products 
were almost unchanged in the aggregate. 

In sympathy with rising prices in the grain market, 
vegetable foodstuffs and animal feeding stuffs advanced 
sharply by 4:2 and 5-0 per cent. respectively. Seasonal 
influences contributed to the fall in the prices for cattle 
and foodstuffs of animal origin. 

In the industrial raw materials group, the principal 
movement was a fall of 18-1 per cent. in the rubber 
index. Hides and leather were again cheaper in March, 
while textiles were dearer by 1-8 per cent. Most other 
commodity groups show little change from February 
levels, the general tendency, however, being lower. 

Comparing the general level of wholesale prices at the 
end of March with that at the end of last year, a fall of 
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This decline is accounted Iraty.—The detailed index numbers given in the 


0-8 per cent. was recorded. 
for mainly by the drop of 3-2 per cent. in the agrarian 
produce index. Industrial raw materials were slightly 
cheaper, but provisions and industrial finished goods 
showed advances of 3-0 and 1-1 per cent. respectively. 

Comparing prices within the agrarian produce group 
at the beginning and end of the quarter, vegetable 
foodstuffs and animal feeding stuffs showed advances 
of 1-8 and 4-7 respectively. Cattle prices and the prices 
of anima! conan, on the other hand, were cheaper by 
4-4 and 12-2 per cent. respectively. 

In the industrial raw materials group advances over 
the first quarter of the year were recorded in the cases 
of textiles, chemicals, artificial fertilisers and iron and 
steel. The principal reduction was in respect of rubber, 
the index for which was 34-4 per cent. lower. Non- 
ferrous metals, skins and leather, technical oils and fats, 
and paper-making materials were cheaper by 3-3, 2-6, 
6-1 and 2-1 per cent. respectively. The prices of coal 
and building materials were almost unchanged through- 
out the quarter. 

In the industrial group, producers’ goods were 1-7 per 
cent. dearer at the end than at the beginning of the 
quarter, while agricultural and industrial equipment 
showed advances of 1-9 and 1-7 per cent. respectively. 
Prices of consumers’ goods on the average were higher 
by 0-7 per cent. 

3ELGIUM.—The figures are calculated on the prices 
prevailing in the second half of each month, and have 
been extracted from the ‘* Revue du Travail,’ published 
by the Ministére de Industrie et du Travail :— 

APRIL, 1914 = 100, 





| Aver- | Aver- | | 
Groups of age age | Mar., | Sept.,| Dec., | Jan., | Feb., | Mar., 
Commodities. for for | 1927. | 1927. | 1927. | 1928. | 192s. | 1928. 


1926. | 1927. 





| 
Foodstulfs in 782 938 952 | 882! 903 S89 | ‘ S96 
Fuel , | S19 S92 925 | 853} s02 S14 ' 817 S11 
(Coal tar and cle ri- | 
vatives 1,515 | 1,401 | 1,506 | 1,352 | 1,212 | 1.125 | 1,046 | 1,080 
Metallurgical p iro- 
ducts ... .| 730] 708) 349 | 765) 762) 771] 780] 773 
Petroleum an 968 § 1.063 | 1.147 }1,.002 | 959 | 951! 916 911 
Pottery ... .. | 709 | 820} 823 | 831] 818} 820! 821 82] 
Glass iy ... | 486 496 500 | 500 454 484 434 4x4 
Chemicals | 610!) 701 | 703 | 694] 691 691 | 690] 701 
Chemica! ferti ilise! rs 612; 650 693 | 614) 617 614 | 630 613 
‘ats mite .. | 84) S52 SO5 815 | 799 | SQ? 771 793 
Textiles ... ' 010 | 1,072 | 1.014 | 1,147 | 1,140 1,164 | 1,183 | 1,177 
Building mate rials 5DR5 | 66S | 674 664 ) 661 707 |) 715 715 
Resinous products | 1,32 1,155 | 1,363 | 1,061 | 1,065 | 1,114 1,117 | 1,064 
Skins and Jeather | 579 766 708 773 | 921 961 960 935 
Tobacco ... | 640 | F754 700 750 790 | 750 | 750 750 
Paper , we» | 1,058 | 1,145 | 1,217 | 1,067 | 1,067 | 1.067 | 1,095 | 1,168 
Rubber (r; uw) --. | 399 348 | 374 | 307 367 | 354 | 280 | 257 
General Index (all | | | | | 
goods) ... | 44 | 847 SOS 837 | S841! 851 S48 848 
| 





The Belgian wholesale prices index number for March 
standing at 848 was unchanged from the previous month. 
Compared with a year ago it was 1-2 per cent. lower. 

In March foodstuffs were dearer than in February by 
2-6 per cent. Amongst the industrial commodities, raw 
rubber showed a reduction of 8-2 per cent. and resinous 
products a reduction of 4-7 per cent. Skins and leather, 
and chemical fertilisers were cheaper by 2-6 and 2-7 per 
cent. respectively, whilst smaller reductions of under 
one per cent. were recorded in the case of fuel, metal- 
lurgical products and petroleum. On the other hand, 
paper, coal tar and derivatives, chemicals, andfats showed 
advances of 6-7, 3-3, 1-6 and 2-9 per cent. respectively. 
Other commodities were unchanged from February. 

Wholesale prices generally in Belgium were slightly 
under one per cent. higher at the end of March than at 
the end of December, 1927. Among individual groups, 
the principal movement was a fall of 30 per cent. in the 
rubber index. Coal tar and derivatives and petroleum 
were cheaper by 10-9 and 5-0 per cent. respectively. 
Foodstuffs cheapened by just under one per cent. 
Building materials, paper, and textiles, on the other hand, 
were dearer at the end of March than three months 
earlier by 8-2, 9-5 and 3-1 per cent. respectively. The 
prices of fuel, metallurgical products, chemicals, and 
skins and leather showed advances of between 1-0 and 
1-5 per cent. The indices for other groups show little 
or no change comparing December and March. 
































table below, relating to end-of-the-month prices, are 
those of a new series compiled by Professor Bachi on 
the basis of arithmetic averages. They are also calcu- 
lated on the basis of geometric averages, and for purposes 
of comparison the general index compiled on that basis 
has also been inserted. 


AVERAGE OF 1913 = 100. 








Aver- | Aver- 













































































General Index for 


Groups of age age | Mar., | Sept.,| Dee., | Jan., | Feb., | Mar., 
Commodities, for for | 1927. | 1927. | 1927. | 1928. | 1928. | 1928, 
1926. | 1927. | | | 
Foodstuffs (vege- | 
table) .. 716°4)| 618-8 | 676-6! 589-0 | 569-6) 588-5] 592-9) 607-8 
Fondatuffs (ani- | 
mal) ..» | 650°6 | 5384-1) 583-9) 508-4) 518-0) 516-9] 507-6) 512-8 
(Chemicals 556° 7 | 489-6] 528-7] 456-4) 454-1] 489-1] 434-8] 435-1 
Textiles ... 7 742-1) 565-0} 612-6] 545-5 | 537-6] 5380-91] 588-7] 554-3 
Miner als and | | 
metals | 729-4) 555 0| 631-9] 512-4] 489-5] 488-9] 422-2] 480-8 
Building mate rials | 704°5 | 596-4) 641-6) 570°8| 541-7) 5381-2) 528-0] 527-4 
Vegetable pro- | 
ducts (miscel- | | | 
laneous) ... | 638-2] 561-1] 610-2) 512-3] 557-7 | 578-2) 575°4 | 567-9 
Industrial pro- | 
ducts (miscel- | 
janeous) = 551-4 | 586-5 | 526°7 | 545°6 551 ‘2 546-2] 534-9 
| 
| | 


i | 
Ww 
to 
——s 








all goods (Arith- ' 
metic Average) | 678-3| 566-8] 618-9] 536-3] 532-6 | 534-1 | 536-0 

General Index | | | a 

(Geometric | | 
Average) +. | 602° 6 | 495. 3 | O44: a 165-4 | 462-9] 463-0 | 461-3 | 463-9 

i 








After the slight decline in February the Italian index 
re of wholesale prices in March showed an advance 
of 0-7 per cent., the index rising from 532-1 to 536-0. 
Foodstuffs were dearer, while industrial materials as a 
whole appear to have been cheaper. 


As compared with February, vegetable foodstuffs 
were dearer in March by 2-5 per cent. and animal food- 
stuffs dearer by 1-0 per cent. Among industrial groups 
chemical products, minerals and metals, and building 
materials were almost unchanged. The index number 
for miscellaneous industrial products was 2-1 per cent. 
lower, but that for textiles showed an advance of 
2-9 per cent. Compared with three months earlier 
wholesale prices in Italy show arise of 0-6 per cent. 
in the general index. Industrial products generally 
have shown a downward tendency, prices at the end of 
March for chemical products, minerals and metals, 
building materials, and miscellaneous industrial products 
being cheaper by 4-2, 1-8, 2-6 and 2-0 per cent. respec- 
tively. Textiles, on the other hand, showed an advance 
of 3-1 per cent. over the same period. 


Vegetable foodstuffs have advanced during the quarter, 
the index at the end of March being 6-7 per cent. above 
the December level, while animal foodstuffs cheapened 
by one per cent. 

Unitep Srates.—The following figures are those 
compiled by the United States Bureau of Labour 
Statistics on the basis of average prices prevailing during 
the month :— 

AVERAGE 1926 = 100. 















































Aver- 
Groups of age | Mar., | Sept.,| Dec., | Jan., | Feb., | Mar., 
Commodities. for 1927. | 1927. | 1927. | 1928. | 1928. | 192s. 
1927. 
Farm products ... 99°4 | 94-2 |105-9 |104-4 |106°1 |104°5 [103-5 
Foods 96°5 | 94°5 | 96°5 |100°7 | 98-5 | 98-7 | 938-0 
Hides and leather pro- 
ducts ... , . 1107-9 |100-°5 |112-5 |116-9 {121-0 |124-1 |124-0 
Textile products” ... | 95°7 | 94-0 | 98-5 | 97-2 | 96-7 | 96-6 | 96-5 
Fuel and lighting = 86°5 | 90-0 | 84-2 | 82°5 | 80°8 | 81-2] 80°8 
Metals and metal pro- 
ducts ... . | 98-2 | 98-2 | 97-6 | 98-4 | 98-1 | 98-3 | 98-4 
Building materials ... | 93°3 | 95-3 | 92-1 | 90-4 | 90-8 | 91-0 | OL-0 
Chemicals and drugs ... | 96°6 | 97:1 | 96-4 | 97°2 | 96°3 | 95°8 | 95°6 
House-furnishing aa 98-2 | 97-8 | 98-6 | 98-8 | 98-6 | 98-4 | 98-3 
Miscellaneous... .. | 89-9 | 90-9 | 89-2 | 89-0 | 89-0 | 87-3 | 86°8 
General Index ... | 95-4 | 94-5 | 96-5 | 96-8 | 96-3 | 96-4 | 96-0 











The wholesale prices index number now computed by 
the United States Bureau of Labour Statistics covers 
550 commodities or price series and is weighted on the 
results of the censuses of 1923 and 1925 in the case of 
manufactured products and those of 1923, 1924 and 1925 
in the case of agricultural products. Prior to September 
of last year the index number was based on the average 
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prices of 1913. This latter index number, however, is 
not now calculated. 

The general level of wholesale prices in the United 
states during March was lower than in February by 
nearly a half of one per cent. Compared with March, 
1927, an increase of 1-5 per cent. is shown. 

Farm products as a group declined nearly | per cent. 
fom the February level, due largely to price reductions 
for cattle, eggs and tobacco. Grains, cotton, hay and 
potatoes, on the other hand, were higher than in 
February. Foods as a whole declined slightly, as did 
fuel and lighting materials, chemicals and drugs, and 
miscellaneous commodities. Little or no change in the 
price level was reported for other groups of commodities, 
including hides and leather products, textile products, 
metals and metal products, building materials and house- 
furnishing goods. 

During the last three months wholesale prices have 
declined by a little under 1 per cent. As compared 
with December last, hides and leather products, however, 
were dearer by 6-1 per cent. and building materials by 
(:-7 per cent. Farm products and foods were cheaper 
by 0-9 and 2-7 per cent. respectively. Fuel and 
lighting, chemicals and drugs, and miscellaneous com- 
modities showed reductions over the quarter of between 
1:5 and 2-5 per cent. Other groups were practically 
unchanged. 





EMPIRE COTTON GROWING 
CORPORATION. 





REDUCED LEVY AND ESSENTIAL 
ACTIVITIES. 


The seventh annual general meeting cf the Empire 
Cotton Growing Corporation was held yesterday (Wednes- 
day), when the Report of the Administrative Council 
on the work of the Corporation was submitted by 
Lord Derby, the Chairman of the Council. 
The year dealt with in this Report is the last of the 
period of five years covered by the Cotton Industry Act, 
1923. This Act, which provides for the payment of the 
spinners’ levy, expires in July of this year, and the 
Corporation have therefore had to consider very carefully 
what steps should be taken to ensure the continuity of 
their work. 
The Federation of Master Cotton Spinners’ Associa- 
tions and the Cotton Spinners’ and Manufacturers’ 
Association have investigated the whole question very 
thoroughly, and, while recognising the present difficulties 
of the Cotton Industry, they were strongly of opinion 
that the Corporation’s work ought not to be allowed to 
lapse. They came to the conclusion, however, that a 
reduction in the rate of the levy from 6d. to 3d. a bale 
of 500 lbs. would not seriously handicap the essential 
work of the Corporation and would at the same time 
ease the spinners of a burden which, during the present 
period of depression, was by no means inappreciable. 
The reduction of the Corporation’s income from this 
source may render impossible any considerable ex- 
pansion of its programme during the next few years, 
but by drawing on its reserves, if necessary, no curtail- 
ment of its present activities will be necessitated. 

The fact that mills owning over 81 per cent. of the 
spindles controlled by members of the Federation and 
the Association have voted in favour of renewing the 
levy at the reduced rate is a striking example of the 
far-sighted view taken by spinners, even in circum- 
stances of unparalleled difficulty, towards this important 
and fundamental question of broadening the basis of 
the supply of their raw material. 

The new Bill was introduced by Mr. G. B. Hurst, M.P., 
who sponsored the former Bill in 1923, and it passed 
through the House of Commons on 27th April. It is 
confidently expected, therefore, that it will become Law 
on 18th July, when the present Act expires. 

The work-done during the year 1927-28 in the various 
Empire cotton-growing areas is recorded in the Report 
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and a summary view of various other of the Corporation’s 
activities is given below. 


RESEARCH. 


Imperial Agricultural Research Conference.—This 
Conference, which met in October last, was attended by 
representatives from practically all the self-governing 
Dominions, Colonies and Dependencies of the Empire, 
as well as by delegates from this country. The Corpora- 
tion was represented by Sir William Himbury, Sir James 
Currie and Mr. 8. Milligan. 

The Conference recommended a scheme of tropical 
research stations, and it defined in general terms the 
needs which they were to meet. At the same time, it 
laid down the principle that such stations should not 
be chosen on account of geographical or political con- 
siderations, but should have reference to the actual 
agricultural needs of the different parts of the Empire. 

Another recommendation in which the Corporation, 
hoping as they do for increased production of irrigated 
cotton in the Sudan, will be specially interested, is that 
the Civil Research Committee of the Cabinet should 
appoint a special Sub-Committee to deal with irrigation 
and to decide where a research station for that subject 
should be situated. 

The Conference also discussed the possibility of 
creating and improving means for the collection, cata- 
loguing and dissemination of information on specific 
branches of scientific agriculture. This work is success- 
fully carried on at present in their special subjects by 
the Imperial Bureaux of Mycology and Entomology, 
and the Corporation have consistently devoted a large 
proportion of the “‘ Empire Cotton Growing Review ” 
to similar work. 





Cotton Research Station, Trinidad.—With a view 
primarily to enabling members of the Corporation to 
acquire a general knowledge of the type of work that is 
being carried on at the research station in Trinidad, 
articles were published in October last in the *‘ Empire 
Cotton Growing Review ”’ describing in as non-technical 
phraseology as possible the kind of investigations that 
are being carried out both in the Genetics Department 
and in the Physiology Department. A paper by Dr. 
Mason and Dr. Maskell, the Corporation’s plant physio- 
logists, dealing with the transport of sugar in the cotton 
plant, was recently published in the “ Annals of Botany ” 
in two parts. 

This year research has also been in progress in the 
Physiological Department on the transport of nitrogen. 
It has been found that though the mechanism of trans- 
port is fundamentally similar to that of sugar, yet there 
are many important differences. As the supply of 
nitrogen is so generally short in tropical soils, the 
investigators have in view the more economical utilisa- 
tion of nitrogen by the plant and a survey of the methods 
at present used in maintaining the nitrogen supply of 
the soil. 

Work has also recently been begun on the immunity 
of cotton to internal boll diseases. It is probably not 
an over-statement of fact to say that the most important 
single factor limiting the production of cotton in 
Tropical Africa is the damage incurred as a result of 
internal boll diseases. The staff of the Department are 
investigating by means of a new method the variations 
in the resistance of cotton to some of these diseases. 


Experiment Stations—The annual volume of Re- 
ports from Experiment Stations, 1926-27, was pub- 
lished in February last. It contained reports from 
stations in Queensland, the Union of South Africa, 
Swaziland, Southern Rhodesia, the Sudan, Uganda, 
Nyasaland and Fiji, together with a report on the 
Corporation’s Seed Farm in Nigeria. These reports 
provide a comprehensive survey of the systematic work 
that is being carried on at these stations, with a view 
to determining the conditions under which cotton can 
best be grown in each locality and the properties which 
a cotton should possess if it is to thrive there. The 
adequate staffing and equipment of these experiment 
stations for the important work that they have to carry 
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out have always been regarded by the Corporation as, 
perhaps, the most important of their activities. They 
have consequently naturally represented the principal 
items in the Expenditure Account. 

The Lancashire cotton industry have thus shown 
their belief that the surest way of safeguarding the supply 
of their raw material and of ultimately stabilising its 
price by extending the areas from which that supply is 
drawn, is by patiently elucidating the scientific problems 
governing the various conditions under which cotton 
can be grown under the influence of different climatic 
factors. The work, even at this early stage, is beginning 
to show results which are most encouraging for the future, 
and if the Corporation needed vindication for their 
policy, it is to be found in the fact that other industries 
dealing with tropical and sub-tropical crops are now 
following their example in devoting considerable sums of 
money to investigations relating to their raw materials 
and improved efficiency in their production. 

Home Universities and Research Institutions.—The 
Corporation express their appreciation of the action 
taken by the University of Cambridge in acceding to 
the Corporation’s request and giving leave of absence 
to Mr. F. L. Engledow of the School of Agriculture, in 
order that he might visit Nigeria in company with the 
Assistant Director, Colonel French. It is confidently 
hoped that his discussions with members of the staff 
of the Agricultural Department will be productive of 
valuable results, more especially in the formulation of 
an improved system of seed selection and distribution. 
At the University of Manchester the mycological de- 
partment were chiefly engaged on an investigation of 
the fungus Asochyla gossypii. In the entomological 
department the principal investigation was directed 
towards a study of the conditions under which thrips 
attack the cotton plant. The Botanical Department of 
the Imperial College of Science and Technology is par- 
ticularly concerned with the training of men for myco- 
logical, plant physiological and plant breeding work 
overseas ; it is in addition carrying out several specific 
investigations on cotton. It has recently supplied to 
the Corporation a report on the sulphuric acid process 
of delinting cotton seed. The College has also tested 
for the Corporation the germinating power of a sample 
of cotton from Karkar Island, New Guinea. At 
Rothamsted the soil conditions affecting the yield of 
the cotton plant are being studied. The laboratory 
investigations have been based on a large proportion 
of tropical and sub-tropical soils. [Full information 
has been collected on soil deterioration and crop con- 
ditions from each part of the Empire where irrigation 
is practised and also from selected areas in foreign 
countries. In the past year the new greenhouses given 
by the International Education Board have been taken 
into use, and it has become possible to study plant 
disease under controlled environmental conditions. 
A beginning has been made with the investigation of 
“ black-arm ”’ of cotton (B. malvacearum). 


STUDENTSHIPS. 


Eleven men completed their training last July as 
holders of Studentships under the Corporation. Of 
these, four entered the service of the Corporation, and 
are at work in South Africa. Two South African 
students, after completing their year in Trinidad, 
returned to the Union and have since taken up posts 
under the Colonial Office in Tanganyika Territory. 
Two further men secured appointments in the Colonial 
Service, one as a chemist in the Nigerian Agricultural 
Department, and the other as an economic botanist in 
the Gold Coast. The Sudan Government offered an 
appointment to one of the remainder, one obtained a 
post with the Forest Products Research Board, and the 
last, after a year’s training at the experiment stations 
in Nyasaland, has been appointed to Northern Rhodesia. 

For the year 1927-28, six senior and seven junior 
students were elected out of 45 applicants. The seniors 
were all men who had held junior studentships in the 
previous year, and they are now undergoing their second 
year’s training at the Imperial College of Tropical 
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Agriculture, Trinidad. Of the juniors, five are g 
Cambridge and two at the Imperial College of Sciengge 
South Kensington. 

During the year a number of the Directors of Agri. 
culture of Colonies in which former students haye 
secured appointments have reported very favourably on 
their work. That they benefit considerably from the 
special training they receive under the Corporation jx 
indicated by the fact that one officer, after three years 
service in Uganda, has been appointed head of the 
Genetics Department at the Amani Institute. Another 
after two years as an Agricultural officer in Nigeria, 
has been selected to fill a vacancy on the botanical staf 
in that Protectorate. Another officer has been ap. 
pointed geneticist in Iraq after serving with the Suday 
Plantations Syndicate. 

For the year 1928-29 the Executive Committee have 
authorised the offer of a maximum of twelve student. 
ships if suitable candidates present themselves. 


IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF TROPICAL AGRICULTURE. 


The importance of the work of the College is evident 
having regard to the fact that the great majority of 
men joining the Agricultural Departments of the Crown 
Colonies receive their post-graduate training at the 
College under the Colonial Office agricultural scholarship 
scheme. Consequently it is of the highest importance 
to the objects of the Corporation that the College should 
function efficiently, and that the training there given 
should be on the right lines. In this connection it may 
further be mentioned that Mr. G. Evans, for some years 
a member of the Corporation’s staff, has been appointed 
Principal during the past year, while Mr. R. C. Wood, 
formerly the Corporation’s Cotton Specialist in Tangan- 
yika, and latterly in Swaziland, has been released from 
his engagement to take the post of Professor of Tropical 
Agriculture at the College. During the present year all 
the holders of the Corporation’s Senior Studentships, 
six in number, are studying at the College. 


SPINNING TESTS. 


The value attached to the results of spinning tests 
and brokers’ reports is again shown by the large number 
of samples submitted to the Corporation for this purpose 
during the past year. These have been received from 
the following countries :—Nigeria (13), South Africa (7), 
Fiji (4), Uganda (7), Tanganyika (21), and the Sudan 
(65)—a total of 117 samples. The large number of 
samples from the Sudan calls for special mention. 
Fifteen samples represent different dates of picking of 
five different varieties of American cotton grown under 
irrigation, 15 are from different pickings of the same 
varieties grown under rainfall, while 19 are the result 
of a date-of-sowing experiment of Egyptian cotton 
grown under irrigation. 


MECHANICAL TRANSPORT. 


The question of transport in the Colonies received 
careful consideration in all its aspects at the Colonial 
Office Conference held last summer. The Corporation 
submitted a Memorandum on the subject in which they 
emphasised the necessity for further experimental work, 
and suggested the establishment of a representative 
body which would specialise in the requirements of 
motor transport in the tropics, particularly in Africa, 
not only in respect of vehicles and their prime movers, 
but also in regard to roads. 

The Sub-Committee included these suggestions im 
their recommendations to the Conference who in turn 
approved in principle the establishment of a body to be 
called the Council for Mechanical Transport in the 
Colonies, on which the Corporation should be repre- 
sented, and stated that in their opinion the Council 
should be granted an initial sum of £50,000 and an annual 
income of £20,000. The Conference in addition approved 
the Corporation’s further suggestion that they should 
hand over their experimental vehicles to the Transport 
Council when formed, together with any balance re- 
maining from the sum authorised by the Executive 
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(ommittee for expenditure on transport experiments 
during the financial year 1927-28. The matter has been 
referred to the Empire Marketing Board, in order that 
they might investigate both the merits of the proposals 
and the various sources from which financial assistance 
might be forthcoming. 

Meanwhile the Corporation continued their experi- 
mental work in Nigeria during the cotton transport 
gason just ended. Exhaustive trials have been carried 
out with a gas producer unit fitted on a lorry and these 
trials proving eminently satisfactory, an agreement was 
reached with the Nigerian Government whereby they 
would defray three-quarters of the cost of a six-wheeled 
lorry fitted with a producer gas unit, the Corporation 
paying the balance. This vehicle is now on order, 
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and after preliminary trials at Aldershot will be shipped 
to Nigeria. 
NINE YEARS’ CoTTON CRops. 

The following table shows the yield of cotton in 
countries of the British Empire, except India, during 
each of the nine seasons 1918-19 to 1926-27, estimates 
for 1927-28 also being provided where possible. 

The totals in this table will be found to differ slightly 
from those previously published, as in countries where 
the crop is harvested in the same year in which it is 
planted (e.g., Tanganyika, Iraq, Cyprus, Malta) the 
figures should now be read as relating to the crop grown 
in the latter of the two years at the head of the 
column :— 













































































| | 1926-27. 
Country. 1918-19. | 1919-20. | 1920-21. | 1921-22. | 1922-25. | 1923-24. | 1924-25. | 1925-26, | “igures in 
| estimates 
| only.) 
Bales of 400 lbs. 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 15,997 23,160 30,519 | 24,074 28,306 47,652 44,912 121,131 148,118 
Gold Coast Ge 52 ~ 61 | 49 15 93 | 132 | 1/218 | 285 
Nigeria 17,500 16,200 30,000 15,096 16,811 25,694 39,137 | 47,909 27,464 
Uganda 36,530 | 47,694 | 81,365 | 48,290 88,046 | 128,604 | 196,038 | 180,859 | 131,728 
Kenya 100 100 500 417 1,200 1,653 2,250 2,046 1,232 
Nyasaland ; 2,591 2,026 4,615 5,422 4,036 6,873 7,718 4,976 2,792 
Northern Rhodesia 56 35 100 80 102 500 379 506 363 
Southern Rhodesia —-- —-- _- —- — 1,650 4,907 6,803 604 
Tanganyika seis _ — — 7,327 7,175 11,434 18,793 21,724 24,280 16,650 
Union of South Africa and | 
Swaziland swe 1,911 2,737 2,923 2,740 6,523 8,730 16,936 | 20,381 10,242 
West Indies 6,086 6,170 4,824 4,073 5,160 5,031 4,051 | 5,148 5,909 
Queensland 31 38 792 3,140 9,344 11,850 14,318 7,179 5,777 
Cyprus 3,325 2,687 2,547 1,505 2,233 3,397 3,320 4,614 7,029 
Malta 343 266 582 193 118 573 782 507 342 
Iraq — 60 60 300 1,100 2,400 2,540 3,500 1,800 
Fiji — — — — —- 83 153 120 797 
Ceylon —- — -—— — 49 324 121 261 186 
Total 84,522 101,173 166,215 112,554 174,477 263,900 360,418 431,438 361,318 
Percentage Increase (-++) or 
Decrease ( —) tet - + 19-7 + 64-2 — 32-2 + 55-0 + §]-2 + 36-6 + 19-7 
- > a 


Notes on Trade. 


AUSTRALIAN PRODUCE SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The High Commissioner for Australia in London 
reports that on 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, and 23rd April 
the following quantities of Australian produce were 
shipped per s.s. ‘‘ Baradine,” s.s. “‘ Tourcoing,” s.s. 
“Hobsons Bay,” s.s. “‘ Delphic,” s.s. “ Port Gisborne,”’ 
ss. ‘‘Idonemeus,” and s.s. “ Osterley”’ to various 
United Kingdom ports :—Beef, crops, 8,531, hinds, 
7,647, lbs., 35,820, buttocks, 50; mutton, carcases, 12; 
lamb, carcases, 5,364; bacon and hams, bags, 144; 
meats, cases, 500; rabbits, crates, 332; calves’ tongues, 
cases, 70; tallow, casks, 233; butter, boxes, 60,557; 
apples, cases, 140,532, half cases, 392, trays, 50; pears, 
cases, 1,469, three-quarter cases, 147, half cases, 3,578, 
quarter cases, 426, trays, 4,537; grapes, cases, 289, three- 
quarter cases, 221, half cases, 60; canned apricots, 
cases, 1,150; canned peaches, cases, 13,100; canned 
pears, 5,050; evaporated apples, lbs., 1,080; currants, 
lbs., 60,704; lexias, lbs., 27,608; sultanas, lbs., 185,808 ; 
wool, greasy, bales, 3,479, scoured, bales, 1,554; sheep- 
skins, number, 45,086; flour, centals, 2,208; wheats, 
centals, 81,444; and wine, gallons, 42. 





SOUTH AFRICAN FRUIT SHIPMENTS TO 
THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The High Commissioner for the Union of South 
Africa in London reports that on 4th May the follow- 
ing boxes of South African fruit were shipped to 
the United Kingdom :—Grapes, 10,800; pears, 5,081 ; 
oranges, 930; pines, 874; apples, 41; pawpaws, 5 ; 
and Avocado pears, one. 





INDIAN WEATHER AND CROPS. 


The Indian Commercial Intelligence Department, 
Calcutta, reports as follows to the Indian Trade Com- 
missioner in London on the season and crops in India 
for the weeks ended on the dates stated :— 

Rainfall.—Calcutta, 7th May. During the week 
ended 6th May rainfall was nearly general in Assam on 
two days. There were local or few falls of rain else- 
where. 

Crops.—Bengal, 2nd May. There have been slight 
showers in places, but more rain is needed for field 
operations and standing crops. Crop prospects may 
suffer owing to the drought. Bihar and Orissa, 30th 
April. No rain has fallen. The condition of standing 
crops generally is good. Punjab, 30th April. There 
have been light showers in parts. The condition of 
standing, extra spring and autumn crops is average 
to good; other crops, particularly wheat, have been 
damaged in many districts by dust, storms and rust. 
Central Provinces, 30th April. The weather has been 





weather has been 


clear. Madras, 28th April. The 
dry. The condition of standing crops generally is fair. 





THE INSTITUTE OF METALS. 

The Council of the Institute of Metals has just issued 
a preliminary programme of the four-day annual autumn 
meeting of the Institute, which is to be held this year 
in Liverpool. 

Full particulars of the meeting and membership 
application forms can be obtained from the Honorary 
Local Secretary, Mr. H. F. Richards, B.Sc., 42, Bedford 
Street, Liverpool, or from the Secretary of the Institute 
of Metals, Mr. G. Shaw Scott, M.Sc., 36, Victoria Street, 


London, 8.W. 1. 
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DEALERS’ STOCKS OF RUBBER IN 
SINGAPORE AND PENANG. 


An official cablegram from Singapore to the Malay 
States Information Agency in London states that 
dealers’ stocks of rubber on 30th April were in Singapore 
14,685 tons and in Penang 2,261 tons. 





UNITED STATES TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 


A cable received by the London Office of the Guaranty 
Trust Company of New York states that gold exports 
in April were the largest recorded, being 98,453,000 
dollars, whereas imports were below 4,000,000 dols. 
Retail trade has improved with better weather, which 
also helps crops. The railway freight movement has 
increased ; for the week ended 2Ist April car loadings 
were 944,694, or only 5,891 below those of the corre- 
sponding week of last year, and 32,317 above those of the 
week ended 14th April. 

Business failures in April were the fewest since October 
at 1,818 as against 2,236 in the preceding month and 
1,968 in April of last year. Failures for the first week 
in May, however, were above those of a year ago. Steel 
output is declining. The automobile industry is very 
active. Coal and the cotton textile industries are still 
depressed. Building operations continue very large. 
Unemployment continues, but is apparently less intense 
than during the winter. 


Exhibitions and Fairs. 





FRENCH MOTOCULTURE EXHIBITION. 


With reference to the notice in the ‘“ Journal ”’ of 
llth August last (page 142) regarding a Motoculture 
Exhibition at Aubergenville, the Department of Overseas 
Trade is informed that a similar Exhibition is to be held 
at Buc (Seine et Oise) from 2nd to 7th October next. 
under the auspices of the Ministries of Agriculture and 
War. A “ Motoculture Week” organised by the 
committee of motoculture associations will take place 
at the same time. 

The exhibits will include :-— 

Agricultural tractors and fixed agricultural engines 
fitted with gasogenes ; 

Military gasogene lorries ; 

Charcoal burning apparatus ; 

Tree felling apparatus ; 

Electrical farming appliances and drainage apparatus. 

Applications must be lodged with the Ministry of 
Agriculture (bureau, 49 bis) before 20th August. T hey 
must be accompanied by a descriptive note, with plan, 
and particulars as to the area required. 





FLORENCE BOOK FAIR. 


The British Consul at Florence states in a Report to 
the Department of Overseas Trade that sixteen countries 
are taking part in the Third International Book Fair, 
which was opened at Florence on 21st April, the most 
important sections being those of Italy, France and 
Germany. 

A feature of the Fair is the “ travel propaganda ”’ 
bureaux attached to the various sections, which issue 
illustrated pamphlets advertising itineraries, railways, 
hotels, etc., of the various countries concerned, and 
exhibit large posters illustrating travel, scenery, etc. 


FRANKFORT SPRING FAIR. 


A Report received in the Department of Overseas 
Trade from the British Consul-General at Frankfort 
states that the Fair this year consisted of the usual sec- 
tions devoted to fancy leather goods of all sorts, boots 
and shoes, machinery, household utensils, textiles, toys, 
ete. In addition, there were special exhibits of high 
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quality German goods, of travel in Germany, of food. 
stuffs and a display to popularise flat roof construction, 
The quality goods exhibit included clothing of aj 
kinds, soap, carpets, wools and cloth. 

The machinery exhibit consisted of wood-w orking 
machines, including a slot-cutting machine, and planing 
and sandpapering machines. This section did good 
business throughout the Fair. 

There was a small exhibit of tools, including several] 
compressed air drills for roadmaking, driven by four. 
cylinder petrol motors. A_ petrol-driven three-whee| 
vehicle was shown which it is claimed can be converted 
from a delivery wagon into a passenger car. 

The bag and fancy leather exhibit was, on the whole, 
good, though there was little novelty in form or colour, 
A new travelling bag about a foot long and eight inches 
deep, with a swinging drawer fitted below, was shown 
by one exhibitor, who stated that it was designed for the 
British and American markets. The demand for snake 
skin shows signs of falling off. The resuits in this section 
were uneven, but good sales were effected in travelling 
bags. 

The general fancy goods and household utensils 
section was not very striking, an electric coffee machine 
and a water “‘ Turbine ”’ polishing machine being the 
only novelties. Business here was also described as 
uneven. The Fair has considerable possibilities in the 
heavier articles and good business is said to have been 
done in gramophones and their accessories. 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


EXHIBITION OF QUARRYING PLANT AND MACHINERY (3RD)—’ 
Stanley Park, Blackpool, June 2-9. Apply to R. Rees 
Williams, Esq. Institute of Quarry Managers, 160, 
Edmund Street, Birmingham. 

CHOCOLATE AND CONFECTIONERY EXHIBITION— 
Olympia, London, W.14, July 9-17. 
Manufacturing Confectioners’ Alliance, 
Buckingham Gate, S.W. 1. 

Wortp Dartry CoNGRESS EXHIBITION— 
Nottingham, July 10-14. Apply to A. D. Allen, Esq,, 
33, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. 


Apply to 
Inc., 22, 


MANCHESTER COLLIERY AND GENERAL ENGINEERING 
EXHIBITION— 
July 10-21. Apply to Provincial Exhibitions, Ltd., 


City Halil, Manchester. 

MACHINE TOOL AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (4TH)— 
Olympia, London, W. 14, September 5-22. Apply to 
Exhibition Manager, _— Tool Trades Association, 
70, Victoria St., S.W. 

INTERNATIONAL eeeetemames" 

(32nD)— 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, September 
8-14. Apply to Trades’ Markets and Exhibitions, 
Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria St., E.C. 4. 

MIDDLESBROUGH HOMES AND TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Town Hall, Middlesbrough, September 19-29. 
to L. Batley, Esq., Gorsey Works, Stockport. 

*INTERNATIONAL GROCERS’, PROVISION DEALERS’ AND ALLIED 

TRADES EXHIBITION (32nD)— 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N. 1, September 
22-28. Apply to Trades’ Markets and Exhibitions, 
Ltd., 11, Queen Victoria St., E.C. 4. 

NaTIONAL RaDIo EXHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, W. 14, September 22-29. Apply to 
Radio Manufacturers’ Association, Astor House, 
Aldwych, W.C, 2, 

BELFAST GROCERS’ AND ALLIED TRADES EXHIBITION— 
September 25—-October 6. Apply to Provincial Exhi- 
bitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

WINEs, Srrrits AND ALLIED TRADES’ EXHIBITION— 
London, October or November, for 10 days. 
to Leslie Gross, Esq., 175 Piccadilly, W. 1. 

**Dartty DispatcH’’ ARTIFICIAL SILK EXHIBITION 
Manchester, October 1-13. Apply to Provincial Exhi- 
bitions, Ltd., City Hall, Manchester. 

INTERNATIONAL SHOE AND LEATHER Farr (29TH)— 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, London, N.1, October 
8-12. Apply to Shoe and Leather Fair Society, Ltd., 
23-28 Fleet St., E.C. 4. 

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR EXxHIBITION— 

Olympia, London, W.14, October 11-20. Apply to 
Exhibition Manager, Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, S.W. 1. 


AND BAKERS’ EXHIBITION 


Apply 


Apply 





——— | 


* A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 
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*IMPERIAL FRuItT SHow (8TH)— 
Manchester (Belle Vue Gardens), October 19-27. 
Apply to J. F. TamsBiyn, Esq., 5 Bloomsbury Square, 
London, W.C. 1. 





OVERSEAS. 


Miran INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farr (9TH)— 
April 12-June 19. Apply to Italian Chamber of 
Commerce, 10, Queen St., London, E.C.4. (See 
‘** Journal ’’ of March 1, page 277, regarding Industrial 
Film Show.) 


TurRIN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION— 


April 21-October 31. Apply to Spett. Comitato del IV. 
Centenario di Emanuele Filiberto e X Anniversario 
della Vittoria, Via Carlo Alberto, 24, Turin (102). 

VALENCIA SAMPLE FairR— 

May 8-20. Apply to Spanish Travel Bureau, 87, 
Regent Street, London, W. 1. 

SwWEDISH INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
Gothenburg, May 12-20. 
Géteborg, Sweden. 

Paris SAMPLES FarR— 

Parc des Expositions (Porte de Versailles), May 12-28, 
Apply to Le Comité de la Foire de Paris, 23 Rue Notre 
Dame des Victoires, Paris (2e). 

PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION— 

May 15-21. (See ‘“‘Journal’”’ of March 29, page 366.) 

BRUNN MARKETS EXHIBITION (7TH)— 

May 26-Sept. 30. Apply to Secretariat, Exhibition 
of Contemporary Culture in Briinn, Czechoslovakia, 
or Messrs. Thomas Cook and Son, Berkeley Street, 
London, W. lI. 

INTERNATIONAL PRESS EXHIBITION— 

Cologne, May-October. Apply to London Office, 
90, Great Russell St., W.C. 1. 

NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
Rotterdam, June 1-September 15. Apply to British 
Section, Nenyto 28, Rotterdam, or Sydney Ashley, 
Esq., O.B.E., Oakley House, 14, 16 and 18, Bloomsbury 
St., London, W.C. 1. 

Paris INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF BUILDING, HOUSING AND 

DECORATIVE ARTS— 

June 2-26. Apply to D.O.T., 35, Old Queen St., 
London, 8.W.1. (See also ‘“‘ Journal” of March 1, 
page 277.) 

SyDNEY BusINess EFFICteENCY EXHIBITION— 

June 11-15. Apply to Chamber of Commerce, Sydney. 

BORDEAUX INTERNATIONAL AND COLONIAL Farr— 

June 17—July 2 (Agricultural Machinery Week, June 
24-July 2). Apply to D.O.T., 35, Old Queen St., 
London, 8.W. ]. 

BANDOENG INTERNATIONAL Farr (9TH)— 

June 23-July 8. An International 


Apply to Svenska Missan, 


SPORTS AND 


WIRELESS SHOW will be held in connection with the - 


Fair. Apply to Nederlandsch-Indische Jaarbeurs, 
Menadostraat, Bandoeng, Java, or 97 Bezuidenhout, 
The Hague. 

South TARANAKI WINTER SHOW— 

Hawera, June 27—July 4. Apply to Mr. L. O. Hooker, 
South Taranaki Winter Show, Hawera, New Zealand. 

FRENCH AVIATION SHOW— 

June 29-July 15. Apply to Chambre Syndicale des 
Industries Aéronautiques, 9, Rue Anatole de la Forge, 
Paris (17e). 

WELLINGTON WINTER SHOW— 

August-September. Apply to Mr. G. Mitchell, Welling- 
ton Show Association, 34, Customhouse Quay, Welling- 
ton, New Zealand. 

*‘CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 

Toronto, August 25-September 8. Apply to Federa- 
— of British Industries, 39, St. James’s St., London, 
S.W. 1. 

LAUSANNE Foop AND AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
September 8-23. Apply to Comité du Comptoir Suisse 
des Industries Alimentaires et Agricoles, 2 Rue Pichard, 
Lausanne. 

ANTWERP INTERNATIONAL COLONIAL Farr (5TH)— 

September 8-30. Apply to D.O.T., 35, Old Queen St., 
London, S.W. 1, or Office de la Foire Coloniale et 
Internationale d’Anvers, 206 Chaussée de Malines, 
Antwerp. 

Paris Motor SHow— 

Grand Palais, October 4~November 25. Apply to 
M. H. Cézanne, 51, Rue Pergolese, Paris (17e). 








* A display of Home and Empire foodstuffs will be organised 
by the Department of Overseas Trade on behalf of the Empire 
Marketing Board at this Exhibition. 





Notr.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
Coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file, and may be obtained on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


| 


| 








Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
CANADA. 








BRITISH COLUMBIA WATER-POWER 
INVESTIGATION. 
(‘From the High Commissioner for Canada in London.) 


British Columbia is undertaking what is stated to be the 

most extensive programme of exploration in recent years in 
an effort to secure an accurate estimate of the amount of 
hydro-electric power possible of development in that 
province. 
Surveyors will ascend the headwaters of the Chilko River 
a tributary reaching the Fraser River from the Coast 
Range—in order to investigate water-power sites believed 
to be capable of developments totalling a million horse 
power. At the same time, surveyors travelling in aero- 
planes will investigate the enormous power possibilities on 
the Skeena, Stewart and Bulkeley Rivers. 

The most spectacular power development scheme is that 
to be studied in the Chilko River area. The Provincial 
Government wishes to ascertain definitely whether it would 
be practicable to divert the Chilko River to the sea. The 
river now flows from the watershed eastward to the Fraser 
River, but engineers believe it could be turned westwarc 
through the mountains and into the sea, thus creating one 
of the greatest water powers in Canada. 

If, as anticipated, development of hydro-electric energy 
in this region reaches the million horse power, it will supply 
more electricity than is used at the present time in the entire 





province. 


will be available for two or three years. 





KENYA AND UGANDA. 





It is not expected that the complete data sought 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS IMPORTS IN 1927. 


H.M. Trade 


Commissioner 


at Natrobi 


has 


forwarded 


particulars of the quantities of cotton piece-goods imported 
into Kenya and Uganda for home consumption during 
1927 and 1926 as under :-— 








| 























: 
Cotton Piece-goods. | Origin. | 1927 1926. 
Grey (unbleached) yards | Total 16,987,045 14,195,595 

India . | 2,880,285 | 2,910,804 
Japan . | 8,630,175 | 8,265,657 
United States | 4,982,210 | 2,718,041 
Bleached . yards | Total | 3,175,068 | 2,767,405 
Great Britain | 1,754,431 | 1,674,230 
Holland 916,483 736,015 
Japan 443,530 214,720 
India 18,346 70,238 
Printed ... . yards | Total 3,400,869 | 2,519,017 
Great Britain | 2,067,857 | 2,119,556 
India , 135,530 70,177 
Holland 441,971 216,122 
Japan 498,540 — 
Dyed . yards | Total 5,221,153 | 3,769,585 
Great Britain | 3,726,487 | 2,749,506 
India 201,670 218,980 
Holland 753,838 444,922 
Japan 316,112 203,377 
Coloured . yards | Total 8,305,865 | 5,759,564 
Great Britain 900,316 676,973 
India 2,341,676 | 2,092,179 
Belgium 344,695 552,610 
Germany 120,836 110,419 
Holland 1,527,071 | 1,023,939 
Japan 2,954,732 | 1,187,962 
Blankets No. | Total 1,668,688 | 1,543,286 
Great Britain 46,348 33,621 
India 60,040 57,154 
Belgium 161,860 185,238 
Germany 120,874 147,679 
Holland 1,244,274 | 1,066,915 
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ZANZIBAR. 





FOREIGN TRADE IN 1927. 


According to the Annual Trade Report of the Comptroller 
of Customs of the Zanzibar Protectorate the total value 
of the foreign trade of the Protectorate during 1927 was 
Rs. 4,79,91,763, the value of imports (including specie) 
amounting to Rs. 2,36,14,986 and that of exports (including 
specie), Rs. 2,43,76,777. In 1926 the respective totals 
were Rs. 2,45,03,269 and Rs. 2,37,88,264. The following 
table shows the values of the leading trading commodities 
during the year under review :— 





























“7 ea | 
Imports. | Value. a ice luding | Value. 
| -exports). | 
| 
| Rs. | Rs. 
Rice and grain 56,10,624 | Cloves .. | 109,28,913 
Cotton piece-goods | 48,33,384 | Clove stems 61,16,873 
Copra ... | 12,68,480 | Copra 44,97,675 
Sugar — ... | 10,33,889 | Cotton piece-goods| 31,67,752 
Motor spirit and Rice and grain ... |  6,18,744 
petroleum 9,80,207 | Ivory ner aie 6,08,566 
Flour ; 7,48,883 | Motor spirit an 
Ivory ... | 5,95,084 petroleum 5,07,942 
Tobacco, manufac- | Flour 2,02,834 
tured (including | Sugar 1,56,129 
cigars and cigar- | Sim sim ... ... | 1,23,788 
ettes) | 5,02,667 | 
| 








The chief destinations of the clove exports last year 
were India 86,556 cwts., the United States 45,392 cwts., 
Dutch East Indies 34,491 ewts., Holland 29,967 cwts., 
the Straits Settlements 25,041 cwts., and the United 


-_ 


Kingdom 22,735 cwts. 


DIRECTION OF TRADE. 


The chief contributors of imports were India and Burma 
Rs. 81,97,077, the United Kingdom Rs. 42,57,929, Tan- 
ganyika Territory Rs. 27,83,101, Dutch East Indies 
Rs. 14,80,307 and Japan Rs. 12,67,383, while the principal 
recipients of the Protectorate’s exports were Tanganyika 
Territory Rs. 43,21,888, France Ks. 37,07,824, India and 
Burma Rs. 34,80,728, the United States Ks. 20,59,241, 
Dutch East Indies Rs. 14,60,075 and Italy Rs. 13,86,080. 


FOREIGN. 





BRAZIL. 





COMMERCIAL SITUATION AND IMPORT TRADE 
OF THE STATE OF PARA. 


(From the British Consul.) 
PaRA. 

During the past two years the State of Para has continued 
to enjoy tranquillity and good government, and the regular 
payment of State and municipal employees has proved to 
be one of the few satisfactory features of a somewhat 
depressing period and has contributed not a little to offset 
the general financial stringency. 

The depression which began to settle over the trade of 
this region in the early months of 1926, largely as a result 
of the relapse in the price of rubber and the low quotations 
obtained for the record nut harvest of that year, unfor- 
tunately persisted until the close of last year and still shows 
little sign of dispersing. 

This is due principally to the over-trading that took place 
during the second half of 1925 and practically throughout 
1926 and to the rise in the value of the milreis, which was 
maintained until the autumn of 1926 and very considerably 
unsettled the export trade. Apparently the temptation 
to take advantage of the higher exchange rates ruling during 
the first eight or nine months of 1926 was more than many 
importers could resist, or else they failed to read the obvious 
message conveyed by the statistics of local production and 
export. 

An estimated increase in the currency value of exports 
during 1927 of nearly 50 per cent., as compared with the 
previous year, and a decrease in the value of imports during 
the same period of 20 per cent., would normally suggest 
that an early improvement in trading conditions might be 
expected. Unfortunately, however, the rapid and exten- 
sive fall in quotations for fine rubber spelt a much restricted 
purchasing power throughout the region. 
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Import TRADE OF PorT OF PARA. 


During the past year imports from foreign countries 
entering the Port of Para declined by 13 per cent. in gross 
weight and bv 20 per cent. in currency value, as compared 
with the previous year. Great Britain, the United States 
and Germany are the principal competitors in this trade, 
On the basis of the gross weight of merchandise imported, 
Great Britain headed the list during 1927 with over 37,000 
tons, followed by the United States with about 31,000 tons 
and Germany with close on 8,000 tons. 

The situation as between Great Britain and the United 
States was very different in 1926, when the latter sent 60,000 
tons of goods to Para as against Great Britain’s 19,000 
tons, a result of the coal stoppage in Great Britain, which 
led to the substitution of the United States as Paraé’s main 
source of supply for bunkers. Roughly speaking, the 
decrease in the weight of imports by 13,000 tons was the net 
result of decreases of the imports of coal (11,400 tons), salt 
(2,600 tons), miscellaneous merchandise (3,000 tons) and 
increases in imports of cement (1,400 tons) and oils, oil 
fuels, etc. (2,800 tons). 

During the period of relatively high exchange coal was 
for a short time substituted for timber as fuel in certain 
cases, but with the drop in the value of the milreis and the 
diversion of labour from rubber gathering, it became once 
again more economical to use timber. This explains, in 
part at least, the fall in coal imports, while to the fall in 
exchange is due the substitution of Brazilian salt for the 
British and German article. 


GREAT BRITAIN AND HeEr COMPETITORS. 


While, so far as general merchandise is concerned, Great 
Britain retained her 1926 position last year, and both the 
United States and Germany registered a decline, in a great 
many instances the higher price of British goods still 
militates against their entry in competition with articles 
of German, American, French and Belgian manufacture. 
The necessity for a closer study of this market as of other 
regions of Brazil by British manufacturers and exporters 
is emphasised by enquiries made locally and confirmed by the 
warnings published by the important British Chambers of 
Commerce in the South of Brazil. 

In this region there is a lack of propaganda for British 
goods as compared with the United States and German 
manufactures. British commercial travellers are rarely 
seen and when they do come, appear to be somewhat in- 
adequately supplied with samples compared with their 
German rivals. Attention is not sufficiently paid as yet to 
such points as the possible savings in import duties by a 
reduction in the weight of articles assessed on a weight 
basis. A further saving of charges is being made by our 
competitors in certain cases by direct relations between the 
manufacturers and the Brazilian commission agent. It 
appears to be the usual practice for British manufacturers 
to approach this market through a commission house in 
Great Britain. Indents are passed by merchants in Paré 
to the local commission agent, who again passes it on to the 
British commission house, which finally gets into touch with 
the manufacturers. 

In certain branches of trade where catalogue prices do 
not differ materially, more liberal discounts are being given 
by German firms, with the obvious result. In other cases 
criticism is heard of the delay which occurs in the execution 
of orders by British firms. It is not to be supposed that 
British exporters are generally negligent of these points, 
but there seems to be sufficient criticism of British methods 
to suggest that closer attention, particularly in the form 
of more frequent visits by commercial travellers with 4 
knowledge of Portuguese would be well repaid, in view of 
the goodwill still enjoyed by articles of British manufacture 
in this country. 

CHANGED TRADING METHODS. 


For some time past a change has been gradually taking 
place in the trading methods of this region. When the 
Amazon Valley enjoyed the abounding prosperity which 
was the result of her temporary monopolisation of rubber 
production, merchandise of all description was shipped up- 
river to the rubber workers and others against the value of 
produce eventually to be received. To finance the up-river 
workers a special type of business house was evolved, 
known locally as the ‘“‘Casa Aviadora,’” a middleman 
between the labourer and his direct employers in the remote 
interior on the one hand and the wholesale importers and 
exporters on the other. 

Almost unlimited credit was allowed by the wholesalers 
to the ‘‘ Casas Aviadoras’”’ and by them to their distant 
clients. When bad seasons intervened, either as a result of 
price, or exchange oscillations, or more often because of 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued, 





climatic vagaries and periodic variations in the fecundity 
of nature, it was to the interest of the middleman to tide 
his clients over and so to retain their custom. This practice 
led to a certain stability of production, which was carried 
on with but slightly decreased intensiveness, even if markets 
or conditions were less favourable. 

When prosperity departed with the rise of the Eastern 
rubber plantations the almost unlimited credits once in 
vogue were rapidly reduced, wholesalers and large houses 
restricted supplies to the “‘ Casas Aviadoras’”’ and they in 
turn were unable to extend their former support to their 
clients. 

While the resulting increase in the soundness of trading 
conditions has enabled this market successfully to weather 
a series of storms, which in former times would have brought 
many 2 firm to shipwreck, it cannot be denied that produc- 
tion itself, with the gradual substitution of the direct 
importer and exporter for the “ Casa Aviadora,’’ has tended 
to become more spasmodic. 

The lack of the support once lent through good times 
and ill by the middleman has led to the abandonment 
of many producing areas. This movement has, too, 
been accentuated by the rise of manufacturing industries 
behind the protection of a high tariff wall. As evidence 
of this, it may be mentioned that the Governor of Para 
in a recent official publication, stated that there was a 
falling off during 1926 of 49 per cent. and 26 per cent. 
respectively in the agricultural and forestall industries, 
as compared with an increase of 15 per cent. in the activi- 
ties of manufacturing concerns operating in the State of 
Para. 


PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 





BRITISH INTERESTS IN THE MOZAMBIQUE 
COMPANY'S TERRITORY. 

The economic activities of the Territory of the Companhia 
de Mogambique (Manica and Sofala) may be regarded as 
falling into two distinct spheres, in both of which British 
interests are considerable. There is that of the port of 
Beira with its shipping and transport services, including the 
railways to the adjacent British territories of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, and that of the purely internal industries, 
which are almost entirely of an agricultural nature. 

As approximately 90 per cent. of the movement of the 
port consists of traffic in transit to and from countries 
beyond the Territory, the prosperity of the port depends 
only in a very small measure upon the economic conditions 
prevailing in the Territory itself. This state of affairs is 
particularly evident at present when, on the one hand, local 
conditions, aggravated by a succession of bad maize and 
sugar crops and a consequent shortage of money and credit 
for future agricultural development, are far from satisfac- 
tory, while, on the other, the port and railways, of which the 
working has happily been uninterrupted since the floods 
early in 1926, show most encouraging signs of prosperity 
marked by an increase in tonnage handled during 1927 
of 35 per cent. over the best previous figures, those for 1925. 

At the same time, large sums of money are being spent 
on the improvement of the port and on the safeguarding of 
the Beira section of the Rhodesia Railways from the danger 
of damage by floods; all this work is being carried out by 
British firms. This capital expenditure on the Beira route 
would seem to indicate a substantial degree of confidence 
in its future, notwithstanding the measure of competition 
which is admittedly expected when the railway from Lobito 
Bay to the Katanga copper area is completed and affords 
an alternative outlet to the sea from the Belgian Congo. 


AGRICULTURAL AND TRADE CREDITS. 


[In the course of last year the discount rate for the notes 
of the Banco da Beira, the par value of which is the same 
as British sterling, hardened slightly from about 10 per 
cent. to about 7 per cent., and there were no sensational 
fluctuations. The Banco found itself obliged to restrict 
the granting of credits to the farming community, an opera- 
tion which has constituted its principal activity in the past. 
Great inconvenience was caused early in the year by the 
decision of the Customs Department to charge import duty 
on foreign bank notes at the rate of 15 per cent. of their face 
value when imported into the territory for banking purposes ; 
this made it necessary to import considerable quantities of 
gold, but the situation has now been eased by a recent 
decision to accept payment of Customs Duty by means of 
guaranteed cheques in British sterling in lieu of gold. 

Local merchants have recently held several meetings and 
passed resolutions as to the advisability of limiting credits 
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to retailers and small traders, but it is uncertain to what 
extent individual firms have conformed to this general 
expression of opinion. It should be added that the policy 
of granting excessive credit has not for some time found 
favour among British merchants, while the British banks 
have followed a cautious policy with regard to agricultural 
credits, though endeavouring to assist the British farming 
community where possible. 


AGRICULTURAL POSITION AND OUTLOOK. 


Maize.—While actual figures of production for the vear 
1927 are not yet available, there seems little doubt that the 
crop was an improvement on the preceding two disastrous 
years, though it was by no means nermal. On the other 
hand, there is great optimism regarding the prospects for 
1928, the indications being considered most favourable. 
There is, however, an undercurrent otf opinion that the 
greater part of the area now under maize has been over- 
cropped and cannot be expected to yield satisfactory 
results. In any case, a good deal of land has gone out of 
cultivation as a result of the financia! stringency consequent 
on the succession of bad years, and the banks are restricting 
credit and have, in a number of cases, foreclosed on mort- 
gages. According to the latest available figures regarding 
the district of Chimoio, the principal farming area of the 
Territory, British farmers are only slightly less, numerically, 
than Portuguese. A number of Germans have settled in 
the district, but they do not total more than one-sixth of 
the British. 

Sugar.—The production of sugar during 1927 was 29,300 
tons, of which about 19,000 tons came from the properties 
of the Sena Sugar Estates, a British concern on the south 
bank of the Zambesi, the remainder having been produced 
by the Companhia Colonial do Buzi at Nova Luzitania near 
Beira. The sugar production shows an increase of some 
8,000 tons over 1926 and the preceding year, when great 
loss was occasioned by floods. A new development in this 
industry is the action of the Companhia Colonial do Buzi 
in putting down a sugar plantation of 150 hectares near 
Macovane. ‘To this there is being transferred the material 
from one of the company’s factories on the Buzi which had 
been so undermined by floods as to be no longer safe. The 
sugar which would have been dealt with at the displaced 
factory is now transported to a factory on the other side of 
the river Buzi by means of an aerial ropeway which has 
been constructed for the purpose. 

Cotton.—This industry is in a state of extreme depression. 
Out of a total of ten cotton ginneries in the Territory only 
three have been in operation, two on the Zambesi and one 
at Gondola in the Chimoio district. The last has, however, 
only handled some 50 to 100 bales. 

Tobacco.—Certain areas in the territory are as suitable 
for the cultivation of tobacco as are the neighbouring 
British Colonies of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, but. tariff 
conditions make any substantial develcpment unlikely. 


Sisal—The Mozambique Industrial and Commercial 
Company produced in 1927 about 1,100 tons of sisal on its 
plantaticn at Chupanga on the Zambesi. 


MINERAL OUTPUT. 


The production of gold in 1926 was valued at £39,239, 
a decrease of £13,029 on the preceding year. The Manica 
Trust exported 12 tons @f alluvial tin from its workings at 
Inchope on the Rhodesia railway and prospects of further 
development are considered favourable. Drilling is being 
earried on at Inhamyinga by the Inhamyinga Petroleum 
Company, and a depth of 1,050 ft. has been reached. 


THE Port or BETRA. 


While the economic conditions of the Territory are not 
very satisfactory, the Port of Beira itself showed great 
development during 1927. Notwithstanding the imposition 
in August of a dredging due which practically quadrupled 
the expense of calling at the port, the number of ships 
entered (excluding 205 coasters entered during 1927) 
increased from 341 (including 222 British) in 1926 to 389 
(including 239 British) in 1927. 

The most significant feature is, however, the great 
increase in the amount of cargo handled which, in 1927 
amounted to 682,601 tons (383,736 tons shipped, 298,865 
tons discharged), as cempared with 499,940 tons in 1925, 
the last normal year. In addition, 138,000 tons were 
transhipped in the harbour between ocean and coasting 
vessels. Of the cargo handled 419,571 tons were carried 
in British bottoms, an amount exactly proportional to the 
number of British vessels. 
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Satisfactory progress has been made with the much 
needed improvements to the port. An extension of 386 feet 
to the existing lighter wharf accommodation has been 
completed and has the great advantage of being accessible 
at all states of tide. It mounts four additional cranes and 
is calculated to increase the handling capacity otf the port 
by 25 per cent. A commencement has also been made 
with the construction of a deep water wharf, the initial 
section of an ambitious programme. Up-to-date dredging 
plant has arrived and is in continuous operation. 


RAILWAYS. 

The traffic to and from Beira by the Rhodesia Railways, 
which connect this port with Southern and Northern Rho- 
desia and the Katanga district of the Belgian Congo, and 
the Trans-Zambesia Railway which, with the associated 
lines on the north of the Zambesi, forms the link with 
Nyasaland, showed remarkable increases during 1927. 

By the Rhodesia Railway the exports through Beira of 
chrome ore totalled 227,000 tons, an increase of 60,000 
tons on the year, and is believed to constitute two-thirds 
or more of the world production of this commodity. Other 
important items were 51,300 tons of copper from the Belgian 
Congo, 31,000 tons of asbestos and 34,000 tons of maize. 
The figures disclose a preference for the Beira route over 
that by South African ports. 

Similarly the traffic between Beira and the countries 
served by the Trans-Zambesia and Associated Railways 
rose by 40 per cent. from 45,000 tons in 1926 to 63,000 in 
1927. Whereas, however, products and imports of the 
Territory form a quite insignificant part of the tonnage 
handled by the Rhodesia Railway, in the case of the Zambesi 
lines they account for about 45 per cent. of the total. 

Inergetic measures are being taken by the Rhodesia 
Railway to minimise the danger of a recurrence of the 
interruption of traffic which was caused two vears ago by 
floods on the Beira section of the line. In January, 1926, 
the main bridge over the Pungue was undermined and 
rendered unsafe, while the various minor bridges and cul- 
verts provided an insufficient outlet for the flood water, 
which demolished many of them, breached the embankment 
in several places and did such damage as to put the line 
out of use for three months. To obviate a recurrence of 
this disastrous experience the existing embankment is being 
raisedl an average of seven feet for a length of 15 miles, a 
new bridge over the Pungue is being built a few hundred 
fect from the present one and on a high level, and about 
7.500 feet of viaduct are being constructed. The raising 
of the level of the existing embankment is being effected 
gradually without interruption to traffic. At the same time 
other sections of the line are being improved, e.g., by re- 
alignment to avoid existing steep gradients which at present 
necessitate the breaking up of trains into portions and by 
the extension of tracks at Beira to serve the new wharves 
and keep pace with the increase in traffic. 

Communication between the Shire Highland and Central 
Africa Railways on the north and the Trans-Zambesi Railway 
on the south of the Zambesi was greatly hampered during 
the past vear by the exceptional lowness of the river, while 
a 50 per cent. increase in the value of traffic from Nyasaland 
had to be handled. Surveys are at present being made in 
connection with the proposal for the construction of a 
bridge, which is the only solution of the difficulty, though 
it appears to be more than doubtful whether it can be 
justified on economic grounds. 





NoTE.—We hope to be able to publish in an early 
issue of the “‘ Journal ”’ a similar article on the Government- 
administered Territories of Mozambique and Quilimane 
and the Territory of the Companhia do Nyassa. 





INDUSTRIES AND TRADE OF BARCELONA. 
(From the British Vice-Consul.) 

BARCELONA. 
Business in general during the year 1927 was by no 
means in a flourishing condition, the continued high cost 
of living together with heavy taxation contributing towards 
maintaining the depression of former years. Especially 
noticeable was the depressed state of the textile industry, 
which in recent years has suffered the loss of a large part 
of its overseas business and which, in 1927, continued to 
lose overseas markets, although it started to recover 
somewhat at the end of the year as a result of export 
premiums. Prospects for the future are, however, not 
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very bright, though certain branches of industry are 
showing good progress. 

A happier note is struck with regard to agriculture, 
The year 1926 was a bad one, but in 1927 agriculture pros- 
pered on account of the vield being considerably larger 
than the average (in some cases bumper crops were recorded) 
and prices being on the whole satisfactory. An abundant 
rainfall in the last three months raises hopes of a further 
excellent harvest for 1928. 


LocaL TEXTILE INDUSTRIES. 

Cotton Weaving.—Owing to the subsidy of 10 per cent. 
granted by the Government on the cost of finished goods 
for export, the industry has lately improved somewhat 
from the exporters’ point of view, and is recovering some 
of the overseas trade. During the months of November, 
December and January last, there was a steady demand 
from all over the country and many mills, working two 
shifts, have sufficient orders on hand to carry them into 
June. The mills, however, are being run on @ very small 
margin of profit, it being the general policy of owners to 
keep running where at all possible. 

Cotton Spinning.—-American yarn mills are in a bad way, 
Searcely any profits are being made, the majority working 
at cost and some with losses. Egyptian yarn mills are 
only a trifle better situated. 

Raw cotton imports have shown an increase during the 
past two years, American cottons benefiting almost ex- 
clusively. Indian cottons, after recovering to some extent 
in 1926, fell back again in 1927. 

The woollen industry has been in a very bad situation for 
some years past and remained so throughout 1927. It 
brightened up somewhat for the spring orders but was 
otherwise stagnant. 

All jute mills have been working well and making 
moderate profits. 

Silk.—The natural silk knitting industry remains firm 
in spite of the ever-increasing demand for artificial silk. 
Artificial silk knitting is in a flourishing condition and 
becoming of greater importance. Imports of artificial 
varns are steadily on the increase, despite the fact that 
there are now three mills producing viscose silk in Spain. 
Of these, one cannot sell on the market owing to the cost 
of production being too high; the other two are at present 
producing only small quantities. It is suggested that these 
three mills are waiting for a rise in duties on viscose silk 
yarns to enable them to capture the market. 


CROPS. 

Wine.—The yield is reported as considerably below the 
average, but of good quality. Shipments of wine from 
Barcelona showed an increase over the preceding year, 
15,627 kilolitres in pipes being shipped in 1927 as against 
some 11,000 kilolitres in 1926, and 350,000 kilolitres of 
bottled wines as against about 82,000 kilolitres. Nearly 
one-half of the wine in pipes (viz., 6,701 kilolitres) was 
shipped to France, the remainder being exported mainly to 
Latin America. The great bulk of bottled wines was also 
for Latin American markets. Prices rose considerably 
with the great demand from France but fell subsequently 
to the usual level. 

Olives.—The crop in Catalonia during the 1926-27 
season was an abundant one—a vast improvement over 
the three years preceding—though not reaching the produc- 
tion of 1922-23. 


Potatoes.—The Mataro early potato crop was a record 
one, some 10,000 tons more being produced than in the 
preceding year. The Government permitted exportation 
up to 40,000 tons, the bulk being destined to the London 
market, while smaller shipments were made to Hull and 
Liverpool. The early potato trade to Great Britain is 
becoming of increasing importance, the potatoes being 
considered of excellent quality. In 1927 some 9,000 tons 
of English seed potatoes (Royal Kidney variety) were 
imported, which is considerably more than in other years. 
This fact, coupled with excellent climatic conditions for 
germination and growth, has given promise of a still greater 
harvest this year, which has induced the Government to 
remove all restrictions on export. Regulations have 
recently been put into force prohibiting the export of 
unsound and dirty potatoes and ensuring a good standard 
size of potato for exportation. 


IMPORTS FROM BRITISH SOURCES. 


No reliable figures are as yet available, but it appears 
that total imports have, if anything, declined, though trade 
with Great Britain has been maintained at a satisfactory 
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levelon the whole. ‘The figures which follow are for imports 
by sea Only and, therefore, do not necessarily give a true 
indication of the comparative importance of trade from 
the various foreign countries. 


Petro].—British Possessions accounted for 21,965 tons of 
petrol out of 33,958 tons imported in 1927. United States 
imports fell to 11,862 tons (1926 figures: total 54,520 tons of 
which 43,158 tons were from the United States and 11,188 tons 
from British Possessions). 

Lubricating Oils.—Imports rose from 6,696 tons in 1925 to 
9739 tons in 1927, of which the United Kingdom supplied 
232 tons and the United States 8,567 tons. 

Refractory Products.—-The import of refractory bricks and 
tiles showed an increase of 160 tons over 1926, but a slight decline 
as compared with 1925. The United Kingdom again obtained 
the ascendancy with 200 tons against 166 tons from Germany, 
out of a total of 366 tons. 


Sanitary Goods.—Imports of white enamelled sanitary goods 
decreased from 247 tons in 1925 to 110 tons. British wares 
maintained the prior position with 80 tons, but marked com- 
petition is noted from Czechoslovakia with 25 tons. In white 
enamelled tiles the United Kingdom lost the market to Italy, 
from which country 13} tons were imported out of a total of 
22 tons, United Kingdom imports being only 4} tons. 

Fine Steels.—Carbon steel imports amounted to 323 tons» 
an increase of 50 tons over 1925, but the British share fell from 
120 tons to 86. Imports from Czechoslovakia rose to 161 tons. 
Tungsten and vanadium steels increased from 11 tons in 1925 
to 72, of which 23 tons were of British origin against 6 tons 
in 1925. 

Pig Iron.—Ot 660 tons of pig iron imported Belgium supplied 
493 tons, and the United Kingdom only 156 tons, or less than 
half the amount supplied by her in 1926 or 1925. 

Black Plates.—Imports in 1927 amounted to 3,456 tons of 
which the United Kingdom supplied 509 tons, these figures 
comparing with 7,081 tons and 792 tons respectively in 1925. 
Belgium was the principal source in both years, but the third 
place last year was won by France from Germany whose quota 
showed a remarkable fall to 97 tons from 976 tons. 

Galvanised Iron.—Imports showed a slight increase over 
1925 but a decrease of 200 tons fromm 1926. Of the 624 tons 
imported the United Kingdom supplied 335 tons and Belgium 
166 tons. 

Tinplate.—Tne United Kingdom maintained her foremost 
position with 1,949 tons out of a total of 2,245 tons. The latter 
figure shows an increase of 600 tons over 1926 and 800 tons 
over 1925. 

Iron and Steel Wire.—Imports showed a tendency to increase, 
305 tons being imported in 1927. There was, however, a marked 
lalling-oft of British wires to the benefit of Germany, which in 
1927 supplied over double the quantity from the United King- 
dom, whereas in 1925 British wires were slightly in the 
ascendancy. 

Hand Tools.—Total imports amounted to 178 tons of which 
166 tons were of British origin, a considerable increase, mainly 
at the expense of German products. 

Machine Toois.—Imports fell by over 50 per cent. in the last 
two years. Of roughly 218 tons imported over 40 tons were 
received from the United Kingdom, a decline of only 8 tons as 
compared with 1925 and 95 tons from Germany, a loss, on the 
other hand, of nearly 200 tons. 

Textile Machinery.—There was a falling off of imports to 
the extent of some 200 tons. The United Kingdom still main- 
tains the foremost position for cotton-spinning machinery, 
but local competition is on the increase, especially in ring- 
spinning frames. The wool-spinning industry is based on the 
French system and imports of machinery are almost entirely 
from France. Actual figures of textile machinery imports 
show a total of 1,248 tons, of which the United Kingdom 
supplied 868 tons, a reduction of over 300 tons as compared 
with 1925. Competition was mainly from the United States 
with 185 tons against 104 tons in 1925, and Italy with 102 tons 
against only 16 tons in 1925. 

Sewing Machines.—There was little change here and of 
644 tons imported 544 tons were of British origin. 


Electric Cables.—This market has shown considerable improve: 
ment. The United Kingdom recovered its lost position with 
682 tons out of 875 tons imported, Germany now supplying only 
36 tons against 265 tons in 1925 to 14 tons from British sources 
out of a total of 309 tons imported. 


Cycles and Motor Vehicles.—The United Kingdom supplied 
the small quantity of bicycles imported, viz., just under 6 tons. 
The import of motor cycles has almost doubled since 1925, the 
United Kingdom supplying 65 tons out of 71 as against a supply 
of 27 tons in 1925. Imports of motor cars increased about 
00 per cent., the United States being well to the fore. British 
imports declined about 50 per cent., except as regards lorries 
and omnibuses, of which imports were doubled. 


_ Paints, Inks, Varnishes.—Prepared paints were imported to 
the amount of 362 tons of which 101 tons were supplied by the 
United States, 83 tons by Germany, and 75 tons by the United 
ingdom. British imports of printing ink almost doubled 
toover 10 tons. German imports declined to 51 tons. The total 
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imports of 107 tons show little change. British imports of 
varnishes declined from 81 tons in 1925 to 56 tons in 1927. 
Although total imports fell slightly, Germany, with 35 tons, 
and the United States, with 24 tons, showed a small increase. 
France entered the market with nearly 6 tons. 


Sulphate of Ammonia.—Formerly, practically a British 
monopoly, sulphate of ammonia is now mainly imported from 
Germany. Figures for 1927 show 4,543 tons from that country, 
1,672 tons from the United Kingdom and 976 tons from Italy 
out of a total of 7,523 tons. Italy is new to the market. 

Textile Dressings.—Potato, maize and sago dressings remained 
at the same figure as in 1925, viz., approximately 3,600 tons. 
Holland supplied two-thirds, but India more than doubled her 
share, and ranked second with 671 tons. 

Cotton Goods.—Imports of cotton yarns rose from 47 tons in 
1925 to 100 tons in 1927. Italy has entered as a serious rival 
with 54 tons of Nos. 101 to 125, whereas formerly the United 
Kingdom held the trade in all numbers. Cotton piece-goods 
from the United Kingdom, which rose from 475 tons in 1925 to 
527 tons in 1926, declined to 426 tons last year. British cotton 
prints likewise fell from 75 tons in 1925 to 55 tons in 1927. 
Tracing cloth imports declined more than 50 per cent., 5 tons 
being received from the United Kingdom and one from Germany. 
Cotton belting declined from 29 tons in 1925 to 16 tons, of which 
11 tons were British and 4 tons Danish. 

Jute, etc._-Imports of jute and other vegetable fibres rose 
from 6,415 tons in 1925 to 11,049 tons in 1927, of which 9,490 
tons were from India. 

Wool.—Combed and carded wool imports, after rising to 
464 tons in 1926, fell in 1927 to 275 tons, a figure slightly higher 
than that for 1925. British imports fell off to 169 tons in 1927 
from 315 tons in 1926 and 239 tons in 1925. German imports, 
on the contrary, showed a considerable increase to 89 tons in 
1927 from 20 tons in 1925. 

Artificial Silk.—Imports of artificial silk yarns rose from 
642 tons in 1925 to 1,013 tons in 1927, but British imports at 
250 tons have not increased. Italy supplied 270 tons, Germ any 
226 tons against only 13 tons in 1925, and Holland 191 tons. 

Seed Potatoes.—The import of English seed potatoes increased 
to 9,000 tons and 1,000 tons were also imported from Ireland. 

Raw Rubber, Tyres, etc.—Imports of crude rubber in 1927 
were 792 tons against 744 tons in 1925. The United Kingdom 
supplied 363 tons and India 241 tons. While imports of solid 
tyres increased from 111 tons in 1925 to 271 tons in 1927 the 
British share decreased from 55 to 20 tons, whereas the American 
rose from 36 to 219 tons. In outer tyres there was also an 
advance from 647 tons in 1925 to 978 in 1927, but the British 
portion fell from 77 tons to 53 tons, the greatest increase again 
being shown by the United States. 


THe Coat TRADE. 


The consumption of coal in Barcelona, after being reduced 
by 100,000 tons in 1926, increased in 1927 to 1,142,915. 
tons, an amount exceeding by over 100,000 tons the high 
figure of consumption in 1925. This was in some measure 
due to the increase of population, and to the larger demand 
for coal for central-heating subsequent upon the building of 
spacious flats and private villas, but also points to a greater 
consumption in the industrial world. Spanish coal, which 
received considerable impetus in 1926, owing to the coal 
stoppage in England, received a set-back in 1927, the 
consumption of British coal almost equalling it. 

German exports rose in 1926 only to fall back consider- 
ably in 1927. 

SHIPPING AND Port WoRKs. 


The following table shows the number of foreign steam- 
ships, by nationalities, calling at Barcelona during the 
past two years :-— 


























Nationality. 1927. 1926. 
Net Net 
Vessels. tonnage. Vessels. | tonnage. 
British ona 241 407,241 184 339,933 
Italian ioe 360 1,133,085 332 965,313 
French - 167 348,202 135 275,921 
Norwegian ... 236 222,322 167 177,661 
German sl 142 154,700 128 134,281 
Dutch _ 83 89,773 58 69,583 
Swedish oda 57 97,998 69 22,264 
American ie 22 73,611 18 99,384 
Belgian aie 23 40,697 31 49.670 
Danish ait 38 35,644 32 24,453 
Japanese oie 7 30,251 8 34,570 

















In 1925 the number of British vessels calling at Barcelona 
was 210 and their net tonnage 372,461, in 1924 the figures 
were 199 vessels of 341,785 tons and in 1923 British vessels 
totalled 170 and their tonnage 256,434. The considerable 
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advance made in 1924 and 1925 was therefore much more The production of steel ingots and castings in Apr; 
} £ pri 
than fully resumed last year. totalled 644,100 tons, as compared with 793,300 tons in The 
Various improvements have been effected in the Port of March and 764,400 tons in February. aw Vv 
Barcelona. New sheds have been constructed on the The following table shows the average monthly produc. § expor' 
| ~ . . | . 2 e e - ~ a * a I eC } 
Barcelona and Espafia jetties, and at the San Beltran mole | tion of pig iron and steel ingots and castings in 1913 and§ In | 
a portion of the sea is being reclaimed to allow an extension | 1920-27, and the production in each month trom April, § there 
of the warehouse grounds. Of the two new lighthouses for 1927 : hibita: 
the port, the one on the Montjuich hill is now working, oo : 7 — § kinds 
while the other at the end of the breakwater is nearing Bc i Steel Ingots § prolu! 
. Perio Pig Tron. <i ww 
completion. ; and Castings, — Minisi 
—<-- katra 
Tons. Tons. ae 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 1913. Average monthly ... | 855,000 638,600 192 
| 192, Average monthly ... | 669,500 755,600 ine 
| 1921. Average monthly ... | 218,000 | 308,660 
, - . | ' | 1922. Average monthly ... | 408,500 | §=6©490,100 I AV 
) > “M rT ’ j Y 1I»> Ip ‘ ' > : - > 94 Je 
IMPORTS AT SAVANNAH FROM BRITISH | 1923. Average monthly ... 620,000 | 706,800 : a 
EMPIRE SOURCES IN 1927 | 1924. Average monthly ... | 609,000 | 685,100 Div 
a . 1925. Average monthly ... | §21,800 | 615,600 hereb: 
(From the British Consul). 1926. Average monthly ... | 204,800 | 299,700 Cour 
SAVANNAH. yodl — monthly ... | vege | Lig 
a ; ’ uke : 927. Apri | 680,000 50, 100 - 
Che following is an analysis of the chief imports from the | Mav | 720,100 884.600 Phe 
United Kingdom and other British Empire sources through _ | June | 651,300 | 747,300 (weap) 
the Customs District of Savannah during the year 1927 | July... 645,800 | 687,100 factru 
| August ; | 896,100 | 643, 100 
oa nn September ... | 591,500 777,000 
| | October | 596,300 | 699,000 
Commodity. | Value | cto 596,306 | 9,00 : 
) | | November 575,900 | 698,700 Wa 
ge ean A SR a siemens petmennnithemrenpeenin December 599,100 | 604,900 sola f 
—< a 1928. Januarv 560,500 | =§=6°6 26,200 
United Kingdom :— | Dols. | Kebruary 550,800 | 764,400 The 
Creosote oil . | 359,803 | March 592,600 793,300 ue 
Burlap and jute fabric S | 56,507 | April 550,000 644, 100 other 
Iron sheets, steel bars, etc. | 32,693 | — 1. ¢ 
Fodder, beet pulp, etc. | 30,003  - wa ling « 
Books and works of art over twe nty years | 29,911 | . 7 
Nitrogenous material, tankage, etc. | 29,454 io = 
Machinery, etc. 26,663 in I. 
Waste paper and bag, ying for pape r r making 18,134 | AUSTRALIA 4 
Waste bagging = " 13,433 | ° type § 
Woollen cloth and manufacture is _ 6,020 : ( 
Seeds and vegetable products (inedible) 7,566 | ; 7 : eae 
China tableware, etc. won _ se wed 3,707 | NEW SGUTH WALES GOLD YIELD. Wea} ) 
Containers and other articles returned | 3,303 | = ae 4. 
— ; : eee eee | o, ne f e > e f ’ ' Sen) o Vai, > A “ © er. 
Abrasives, asbestos, non-metallic minerals 2,870 | (from the Office of HM. Senior Drade Commissioner.) (¢ 
Modern works of art, paintings, etc. side cans 2,814 | SYDNEY. of t 
Groceries, tinned fish, ete. ae 2,645 | The gold yield of the State of New South Wales during ({ 
sae ip ain spe instruine nts, ete. “ nee the first two months of the year was 2,444 oz. fine, valued by 
oy tm personal etlects po at £10,381, as compared with 1,779 oz. fine, valued at (¢ 
” Sein eondld £7.555 for January-February, 1927 fore 
Total, United Kingdom _ ihe ... | 643,255 mill 
a 5, J 
British India :— | 80 
Burlaps and jute fabrics i = ... | 1,343,180 CANADA. 6. ] 
Other imports * 586 | v4 
oadin 
Total, British India ... — _ a 1] 343,766 | , + : 1 or call; 
: ae | ONTARIO GOLD ORE MILLINGS AND a 
Canada :— | BULLION SALES. poses 
Household and personal effects 7,715 | chara 
Containers and other articles returned 4,022 | The Imperial Institute has been informed by its corre- . 7 
: S = “t7Aacl lCaAtn . ca ° re 4 S. 
Asbestos, abrasives, etc. 1,165 | sponding member, the Deputy Minister of Mines, Toronto, ) 
— te . . ; eye . LA 
Other imports 1,499 Ontario. that during the month of March, 358,114 short ve 
ital “Cieeieie 14.40] - | tons (of 2,000 Ibs. each) of ore were milled at gold mines in \ 
a a oe sa the Province of Ontario and that crude bullion marketed 10. 
British Empire: Other imports... «.. «| 1,494 during the same period was valued at 2,773,234 dols. torpe 
— j 
Grand Total ... ins in it | 2,002,916 
Pa oy ee | ae ae eT ee 12. 
FEDERATED MALAY STATES. ahi 
13. 
a adapt 
w a ons 14, 
| EXPORTS OF TIN, JANUARY-APRIL. 
| , equip) 
| q 
we. ts e _ . pe 
. | An official cable from Kuala Lumpur to the Malay States 15. 
| ; i - - ° “ 
Minerals and Metals. | Information Agency in London reports that 4,772 tons ot 16. 
| tin were exported from the federated Malay States m naval 
| April, as compared with 5,174 tons in the previous month 17 
| and 4.097 tons in April, 1927. Appended are comparative and te 
UNITED KINGDOM. | statistics : is 
| eaeepaaireearen eget eetetermnnriog smear eiatee —— ff pedoe 
TY ’ “ry | TSN Y Y | A UOTi I . 928, 927. 9°, 19, 
TRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION IN APRIL. | lonth 1928 | —" aa 20) 
i RS | oe ——f] ; 
Che National Federation of Iron and Steel Manufacturers | | wt 
~~~ . ° ‘ P | ry To 9s 
reports that 555,000 tons of pig iron were produced in April, | ] fps a gr = 
as compared with 592,600 tons in March and 550,800 tons | er 7 4395 | 9979 3 546 22 
. ’ rr . . a | ce “uar 9¢ gm Fe »* ye 
in February. The April output included 186,200 tons of | yarch 5,174 | 3,988 3,501 . 
hematite, 184,000 tons of basic, 142,700 tons of foundry and | April 4,772 | 4.097 | 3,667 z 
22,600 tons of forge pig iron. At the end of April there | ) sciascdis initia tieatein tame any 
were 149 furnaces in blast, a net decrease of one since the Total | 19,148 | 15,383 | 14,677 sper 
beginning of the month. | not 
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GERMAN LAW ON WAR MATERIAL. 





The following is a translation of the German War Material 
Law which sets out the restrictions on the import into and 
export from Germany of war material. 

In addition to the prohibitions contained in this Law, 
there are in existence in Germany a law and decrees pro- 
hibiting the construction, import and maintenance of certain 
kinds of aircraft. The substance of these additional 
prohibitions has already heen made known by the Air 
Ministry to the aircraft industry. 


Extract from Reichsgeseizblat. Part J. 


No. 36. 


1927. 
LAW ON WAR MATERIAL (OF 27H JULY, 1927). 
The Reichstag has passed the following Law, which is 
hereby promulgated with the approval of the Federal 


5th August, 1927. 


Council : 
$1. 

The import and export of war material of every kind 
(weapons, ammunition and other material) and its manu- 
facture tor export is forbidden. 

§ 2. 

War material must neither be manufactured, stored nor 
sold for home use. 

§ 3. 

The stipulations of S$ 1 and 2, in so far as § 7 does not 
otherwise provide, apply to the following articles— 

1. Guns and ‘* Minenwerfer ” of every type, their travel- 
ling carriages, gun carriages and other special accessories. 

2. Projectiles and ammunition for weapons mentioned 
inl. 

3. (4) Mechanised weapons (Maschinenwaffen) of every 
type and all calibres and their gun carriages. 

(b) Means of transport and special accessories for these 
weapons. 

4. Rifles, short rifles and carbines of all patterns which : 

(a) enter or may in future enter into the armament 
of the armed forces of any State, or 

(6) are adapted for the use of ammunition employed 
by the German armed forces, cr 

(c) no longer enter into the armament of the armed 
forces of any State, but are nevertheless capable of 
military use or are intended for war purposes. 

5. Projectiles and ammunition for the weapons mentioned 
in 38¢ and 4. 

6. Pistols and revolvers, automatic or with automatic 
loading contrivances, with barrel length exceeding 9-8 em. 
or calibre exceeding 8 mm. 

7. Contrivances and machines—intended for war pur- 
poses—-for firing or ejecting bombs, torpedoes, depth 
charges and other types of projectile. 

8. Hand and rifle grenades and trench mortar bombs. 

9. (a4) Land mines. 

(b) Bombs intended for war purposes. 

10. Torpedo tubes and mechanical devices belonging to 
torpedo-ejecting mechanisms. 

il. (a) Torpedo ejection charges. 

(6) Torpedoes and their special accessories. 

12. Depth charges, towed 

mines and moorable submarine mines. 


bursting charges, floating 


13. Ammunition boxes and packing cases _ specially 
adapted for the transport and storage of war material. 

l4. Submarines, their periscopes and other special 
equipment. 

15. Mountings and mechanical devices for naval guns. 

16. Ammunition supply and loading contrivances for 
naval guns. 

17. Mechanica! and electrical firing devices for naval guns 
and torpedoes. 

18. Contrivances for controlling the discharge of tor- 
pedoes. 

19, Fixed or mobile under water protective netting. 

20. Armour plates, cupolas and protective shields. 

2!. Tanks and armoured motor vehicles. 

22. (a) Lances and adjustable bayonets : 

(6) Swords intended for war purposes. 

23. (a) Ships of every type and tonnage obviously built 

or equipped for use as warships or submarine vessels of 

any kind. Mercantile surface vessels of every type and 

speed are not included in this category provided they are 

not equipped in time of peace with special installations 
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which obviously facilitate the use of weapons (guns, mines, 
aeroplanes, etc.). The reinforcement of decks is per- 
mitted in time of peace, but only in the case of mercan- 
tile vessels which are built, rebuilt or refitted in Germany 
on foreign order or account and are intended for export 
as soon as completed. 

(5) Boilers and main engines of all designs, which 
obviously are specially adapted for use in warships or 
submarines of any type; specially adapted auxiliary 
machinery obviously intended for use with such boilers 
and main engines. 

24. Contrivances for projecting or emitting gas or smoke. 
intended for war purposes; and flame-throwers. 

25. (a) Contrivances for direction and contro! of fire. 

(6) Aiming and sighting devices and range finders 
intended for war purposes. 

26. {a) Optical instruments and apparatus for ranging 
by sound cr by flash, intended for war purposes. 

(6) Searchlights intended for war purposes. 

27. Transmitting and receiving installations and con- 
trivances intended for war purposes, also all other apparatus 
intended for the same purpose, by means of which messages 
can be transmitted, received or intercepted, or military 
and naval units controlled. 

28. Smoke balls, signal rockets, light rockets and signal 
throwers, intended for war purposes. 

29. Articles intended for war purposes, which form part 
of individual or collective military equipment, including 
steel helmets and gas masks. 

30. Entrenching tools specially adapted for war purposes, 

31. Barbed wire, including supports and other protective 
equipment, specially adapted for war purposes. 

32. Automohiles and trailers or side cars specially adapted 
for war purposes. 

33. Horse-drawn 
purposes. 

34. Observation wagons and observation ladders intended 
for war purposes. 

35. Special devices for bridging 
pontoons, intended for war purposes. 

36. Field kitchens, motor or horse drawn, and their special 
equipment, intended for war purposes. 

37. Railway rolling stock, specially adapted for war 
purposes, special accessories therefor and special contri- 
vances for the conversion of ordinary rolling stock for war 


vehicles specially adapted for war 


columns and their 


purposes. 

38. All devices employed in the training of men in any 
matter concerning : artillery, the use of torpedoes and depth 
charges, the laying of submarine mines, the control of 
artillery fire and torpedo fire, and methods of attack, as 
well as the use of range-finders, searchlights, wireless 
installations and installations for submarine signalling, 
intended fcr war purposes. 

39. Principal parts of : 

(a) the articles mentioned in Nos. 1 to 10, 12, 13, 17 
to 20 and 22a and of the gas masks mentioned in No. 29. 

(5) the articles mentioned in Nos. 11, 14 to 16, 21, 236, 

25a, 32 and 33 and such articles mentioned in Nos. 25b 
and 26a as are specially adapted for war purposes, in so far 
as these principal parts cannot normally be used in the 
same form for industrial purposes. 
40 (a) Partly finished principal parts, in conformity with 
No. 39, of the articles mentioned in Nos. 1 to 3, 7 to 12, 
15, 16, 20 and 21, if they are obviously intended for the 
manufacture of weapons, ammunition and war material, 
or have reached such a stage of manufacture that they 
can normally be further used for war purposes alone. 

(6) Partly finished principal parts of the articles 
mentioned in No. 4, 1f they have reached such a stage of 
manufacture that they can normally be further used for 
war purposes alone, and of the articles mentioned in 
No. 5if they have undergone more than one cold drawing. 
41. Asphyxiating, toxic or similar products intended for 

War purposes; contrivances specially intended for their 
manutacture, storage or use. 
42. Nitro cellulose and nitroglycerine powders : 

(a) Powder for artillery of every kind; 

(6) Powder for small arms if obviously intended for 
war purposes. 

43. The following explosives which may form part of 
any weapon of war : 

(a) Nitro-compeunds with three or more nitro or 
nitric acid ester groups attached to one nucleus, except 
picric acid and trinitrotoluol. 

(6) Compressed or molten picric acid. 

(c) Pierie acid in powder form intended for war 
purposes. 


— 
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(d) Trinitrotoluol, recrystallised or having a melting 
point over 79 deg., or in the form of compressed or cast 
charges. 

(e) Trinitrotoluol in powder form intended for war 
purposes. 

(f) Mixtures of ammonium nitrate and nitro-deriva- 
tives with more than 25 per cent. nitro-derivatives. 

(g) Fusible mixtures of nitro-derivatives and chlorates 
or perchlorates with more than 35 per cent. nitro- 
derivatives. 

44. Compressed nitro-cellulose in charges for war pur- 
poses ; nitro-cellulose obviously intended for war purposes ; 
raw materials (Rohmasse) (compositions of nitro-glycerine 
and nitro-cellulose) intended for war purposes. 

45. Detonators and means of ignition, if 
intended for weapons of war. 


obviously 


Ss 4. 

The following products are also subject to the stipulations 
ot § 2. 

1. Small arms intended for war purposes, if not already 
included under § 3, No. 4. 

2. Ammunition for weapons mentioned in § 3, No. 6. 

3. Boilers and main engines of all designs, which are 
obviously intended for warships or submarines of any type, 
and auxiliary machinery obviously intended for such boilers 
and main engines and their principal parts, if not already 
included under § 3, Nos. 236 or 396. 

4. Horse drawn vehicles and their principal parts, in- 
tended for war purposes, if not already included under § 3, 
Nos. 33 or 390. 

5. Principal parts and semi-manufactured parts, in- 
tended for war purposes, of the articles enumerated in § 3, 
Nos. 1 to 38, if not already included in § 3, Nos. 39 and 40, 

6. Uniforms intended for war purposes. 

7. Harness for draught, saddle or pack animals, intended 
for war purposes, and principal parts thereof. 

8. (a) Special war machines; tools, gauges, moulds, 

models, matrices (sections), stamps, top and bottom 

swages, specially adapted for the production of war 
material. 

(6) Groups of machinery with connecting mechanism 
appertaining thereto, specially assembled for the produc- 
tion of war material. 

§ 5. 

1. The import of the articles enumerated in § 4 is for- 
bidden. 

2. For export, these articles may only be manufactured 
and stored in the quantities customarily required by trade 
for the conduct of a regular export business. 

3. The articles enumerated in § 4, Nos. 3, 7 and 8, may 
only be manufactured for export for the purpose of executing 
genuine orders. 

4. Factories which obtain orders for the export of articles 
designated in § 4, No. 8—as well as all other factories—are 
forbidden to earry out research concerning the production of 
war material, or to maintain special equipment for such 
research. Factories which receive such orders for export 
may, however, carry on the research necessary for the 
execution of these orders, in so far as this research does not 
relate to the manufacture of war material forbidden to the 
German armed forces by the Treaty of Versailles. 


§ 6. 

1. The stipulations of § 2 and of § 5, para. 4, are not 
applicable to orders given by German official departments. 

2. The Federal Minister for Commerce, in collaboration 
with the Federal Minister for Defence, has the right to 
limit in the authorised factories the plant for producing the 
articles mentioned in § 3, Nos. 1, 2, 3a, 4a, 5, 6, 8, lla, 15, 
16, 20, 33, 42 and 43 a toe. 


§ 7. 

Recrystallised trinitrotoluol, hexanitro-diphenylamine, 
tetrvl and trinitroresorcin may be manufactured for the 
production of detonators for industrial purposes and ex- 
ported in quantities fixed yearly by the Federal Minister 
for Commerce. 

§ 8. 

Nitrocellulose and _ nitroglycerine powders, nitro- 
compounds with three or more nitro or nitric acid ester 
groups attached to one nucleus and phosgene may only 
be manufactured in factories which have been granted 
permission to that effect by the Federal Minister for Com- 
merce. Permission may be granted on condition that only 
a fixed quantity of apparatus shall be used for manufacture. 


' 
i 
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Permission may be cancelled if the stipulated conditions 

are not fulfilled, or ii the manufacture of the products in 

question is discontinued for a period of over six months, 
§ 9. 

1. Any person contravening the provisions of this Law 
shall be punished by imprisonment not exceeding 6 months, 
or by detention (Haft) or tine. 

2. In addition to the penalty, it may be ordained that 
the articles, to which the punishable action relates, shall be 
confiscated and renderedi unserviceable, even if they are not 
the property of either the offender or an accomplice. 

3. Confiscation and rendering unserviceable must be 
ordained, if the following are in question : 

(1) Articles mentioned in § 3, Nos. 1 to 22a, 23 to 
25a, 28, 32, 33, 42a, 436, d, f, g and § 4. No. 8a. 

(2) Articles mentioned in § 3, Nos. 255 and 26, if 
specially adapted for war purposes. 

(3) Principal parts mentioned in § 3, No. 39. 

(4) Partly finished principal parts, in contormity with 

$ 3, No. 39, of the articies mentioned in $ 3, Nos. I to 5, 

7 to 12, 15, 16, 20 and 21, if they have reached such a 

stage of manufacture that they can normally be further 

used for war purposes alone. 

4. Groups of machinery specially assembled for the 
production of war material must be dispersed and the con. 
necting mechanism confiscated and rendered unserviceable, 


$ 10. 

For a period of 6 menths after this Law comes into force 
its stipulations are not applicable to contracts relating to 
the export of articles whose export was not prohibited by 
the Law of 26th June, 1921, relating to the Import and 
Export of War Material. This holds good, however, only 
in respect of contracts, concluded before the date of proemul. 
gation of this Law, the execution of which had already been 
begun before that date. 

$11. 

The Federal Minister for Commerce may decide that the 
stipulations of § 1 shall not be applied to ships of the types 
designated in § 3, No. 23a, if their construction was begun 
at a German shipyard in virtue of a foreign order before 
Ist August, 1914. 

§ 12. 

Upon the entry into force of the present Law, the Law 
of 26th June, 1921, amending the Law of 22nd December, 
1920, relating to the Import and Export of War Material 
(Reichsgesetzblatt, p. 767) is abrogated. 


§ 13. 
The present Law comes into force the day following its 
promulgation.* 
3erlin, 27th July, 1927. 
THE FEDERAL PRESIDENT. 
(Sed.) HINDENBURG, 
(For the Federal Minister for Foreign Affatrs), 
THe ReicHs MINISTER FOR JUSTICE. 
(Sgd.) 
(For the Federal Minister for Economic Affairs), 
THE FEDERAL MINISTER FOR DEFENCE, 
(Sgd.) GESSLER. 


—_ 


Von 


HERGT. 





* i.e., as from 6th August, 1927. 
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The price of the “ Board of Trade Journal” is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 30s. in the 
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annum, post free. 

The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, 
Great George Street, London, S.W.1. All _ editorial 
communications should be addressed to “ The Editor.” 
(Telephone, Victoria 3840.) 
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Crops. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per 
ewt. of 112 Imperial pounds* as received from the Inspectors 
of Corn Returns in the week ended 12th May, 1928, pursuant 
to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 
1921 :— 


————— 





Average Price per cwt. 





Period. 
Wheat. | Barley. | Oats, 











s. d. s. d. s. ad. 

Week ended 12th May, 1928 ll 2 | #1010 2 ll 
Corresponding week in— 

1924 be = wi Se 11 3 | 9 7 

1925 ~e nie oo | $8 G 10 8 | 911 

1926 ove ewe we) oe ae TP Bee OC 

1927 —_ see 7 20; il 2 Q 4 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of the 
Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities ani 
prices each sort of British Corn shall be computed with reference to the 
hundredweight of one hundred and twelve Imperial standard pounds, 





CANADA. 





DEVELOPMENT OF GARNET WHEAT. 
(From the High Commissioner for Canada in London). 


The Dominion Cerealist has issued a memorandum re- 

porting results attained during 1927 in experiments with 
Garnet wheat. ‘These tests confirm conclusions summarised 
in the printed bulletin on Garnet wheat issued by the 
Dominion Department of Agriculture in 1927. 
Garnet wheat, as regards yield, is undoubtedly entitled 
to rank among the most productive of Canada’s common 
wheat varieties, especially in districts for which it is adapted. 
In Alberta and parts of northern Saskatchewan particularly, 
some astonishing yields have been recorded, but in districts 
suffering from stem rust results have been much less en- 
couraging. 

It would appear, therefore, that while this variety may 
lrequently escape rust by reason of its earlier maturity, it 
is not sufficiently safe to grow m districts liable to rust 
epidemics. In weight per measured bushel Garnet again 
averaged slightly higher than Marquis, in spite of the fact 
that the kernel has been smaller in most cases. In per- 
centage of flour extracted from a given quantity of wheat, 
Garnet has slightly excelled Marquis, and a more vitrous 
kernel than Marquis is also a feature which has_ been 
remarked. 

A copy of the memorandum referred to above may be 
consulted at the Office of the High Commissioner for Canada, 
the Canadian Building, Trafalgar Square, Londen, S.W. 1. 





KENYA. 


CROP SITUATION. 

H.M. Eastern African Dependencies’ Trade and Intorma- 
tion Office im London has received cabled intermation 
rom East Africa to the effect that the Iwenya rains are 
larly veneral and promising, but the erop situation cannot 


be reported on confidently for another menth. 


ae 


COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND 
ARRANGEMENTS. 





UNITED KINGDOM—PERSIA. 





RESPECTING COMMERCIAL 
RELATIONS. 


The following statement was made in the House of 
YVommons by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
14th May, regarding the Anglo-Persian Treaty which 
Was signed at Teheran on 10th May. Further particulars 
wll be published in the ‘‘ Journal’’ as soon as the text 


TREATY 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS—Continued. 





of the Treaty and copies of the new Persian Customs Tariff 
have been received from H.M. Minister at Teheran :— 

The SECRETARY of STATE for FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS (Sir Austen Chamberlain) : A Treaty regu- 
lating the commercial relations between this country 
and Persia was signed at Teheran on 10th May by 
His Majesty’s Minister on behalf of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and all other parts of the British 
Empire which are not members of the League of 
Nations, and of India. The Treaty, which has been 
concluded for a period of eight years, provides for the 
abrogation of all provisions of existing Treaties which 
limit in any way the right of Persia to settle her 
Customs Tariff autonomously. It provides that, on 
condition of perfect reciprocity, British and Indian 
goods imported into Persia shall not be subject to 
higher duties than are the goods of any other foreign 
country. By this Treaty, the minimum rates in the 
Tariff approved by the Persian Legislature on 3rd May 
will be applied to British and Indian goods. It is also 
provided that if at any time the rates of the minimum 
Persian Tariff are reduced on any frontier, British and 
Indian goods shall benefit by those reductions, by 
whatever frontier they are imported. In a protocol 
attached to the Treaty the Persian Government reserve 
the right to increase the rates of the minimum Tarift 
in the event of the duties on the chief Persian articles, 
other than oil, imported into Great Britain or India 
being increased. In an Exchange of Notes it is agreed 
that the Treaty shall provisionally enter into force 
at once pending formal exchange of ratifications, and 
that goods consigned to Persia before 10th May shall 
not pay rates higher than those in the 1920 Tariff. 

Further Notes were exchanged at the same time 
maintaining in force, with a view to the conclusion 
within a year of a full Treaty of Commerce and Navi- 
gation, those provisions of existing Treaties which do 
not limit Persia’s Tariff autonomy. In _ particular, 
reciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment of subjects 
and trade and the status quo in regard to the national 
treatment of shipping are to be continued. Other Notes 
exchanged regularised the position with regard to the 
Dominions. 

As regards facilities in Persian terr:itory for the 
proposed air service between Egypt and India, the 
Persian Government have formally stated their readi- 
ness to enter into negotiations with a representative 
of Imperial Airways Limited, regarding the conditions 
on which such a service should be operated. 

With regard to the abolition of the capitulations in 
Persia on 10th May, the Persian Government have 
addressed to His Majesty’s Minister a list of the sate- 
guards which they are prepared to extend to British 
nationals in Persia; and steps are being taken to bring 
these safeguards to the knowledge of British nationals 
concerned. These safeguards are in complete accord- 
ance with the relevant provisions of Persian law as 
recently amended. 

Finally, the Persian Government have agreed 
formally that missionary enterprises in Persia shall be 
authorised to carry on their charitable and educational 
work on condition of not contravening either public 
order or Persian laws and regulations. 

In conclusion, | am happy to take this opportunity 
of expressing the satisfaction of His Majesty's Govern- 
ment at the energetic collaboration which the Persian 
Minister of the Court has shown in reaching this 
comprehensive agreement with Sir Robert Clive, of 
whose efforts I have already expressed my appreciation. 


FINLAND—SWEDEN. 





COMMERCIAL TREATY. 

The ratifications of the Treaty of Commerce between 
Finland and Sweden which was signed on 14th December 
last were exchanged on 16th April. The Treaty, which 
may be denounced by either Party at six months’ notice, 
came into force on Ist May. 

Under the terms of the Treaty nationals of either Party 
are to enjoy in the territory of the other most-favoured- 
nation treatment in all matters relating to commerce and 
trade generally, as well as in regard to entry and residence 
and the acquisition and possession of property, both 
movable and immovable. In respect of taxation the Treaty 
provides for both national and most-favoured-nation 
treatment. 
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COMMERCIAL TREATIES AND ARRANGEMENTS — Continued. 


Companies generally, including financial, industrial and 
insurance companies and co-operative societies legally 
constituted in the territory of one Party, may carry on 
business and trade in the territory of the other in accordance 
with the regulations in force, and are to enjoy most-favoured- 
nation treatment in all respects. 

The Treaty provides further for most-favoured-nation 
treatment as regards import and export duties, prohibitions 
and restrictions, internal dues, Customs formalities, and 
the conduct of business by commercial travellers. 

Matters relating to transit are to be governed by the 
provisions of the Barcelona Convention of 20th April, 1921. 

Exception from the most-favoured-nation provisions of 
the Treaty is made in the case of privileges or benefits 
accorded :— 

(a) to neighbouring states to facilitate frontier traffic ; 

(6) by Sweden to Denmark in regard to certain fishing 
rights and to Norway in regard to transit, so long as 
these favours are not granted to any third State ; 

(c) by Finland to Russia in regard to fishing in Finnish 
territorial waters in the Arctic Zone, long as these 
favours are not accorded to any third State; 

(d) by Finland to France by virtue of the Treaty of 
Commerce, July, 1921, so far as concerns the importation 
into Finland of wines and other alcoholic beverages ; 

(ec) by either party to a third State with a view to the 
avoidance of double taxation. 


HUNGARY—EGYPT. 





EXCHANGE OF NOTES 


An Exchange of Notes took place on 16th February, 
1927, between the Governments cf Hungary and Egypt, 
by virtue of which goods, the preduce or manufacture 
of the one party were to receive most-favoured-nation 
treatment on importation into the territories of the other. 

The arrangement has now come into force and may be 
terminated by either party at three months’ notice. The 
accord of most-favoured-nation treatment does not extend 
to Hungarian leaf tobacco and a reservation is made in 
respect of the produce cf the Soudan and the produce of 
border States, which may be entitled to special treatment 
under regional Conventions. 


—— 


Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 
DUMPING DUTY ON WOODEN SAFETY 
MATCHES FROM SWEDEN. 


The Commonwealth of Australia Gazette of 15th March 
‘Industries Preservation Act Notice No. 283” 
which imposes under Section 6 of that Act, with effect 
from 2nd March, 1928, a dumping consignment duty on 
wooden safety matches originated in or exported from 
Sweden. 


publishes 


RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF STRAW 


PACKING. 


In connection with the notices published under the above 
heading in the “Journal” of 19th and 26th April (pages 
506 and 534, respectively), it should be noted that a Memo- 
randum on this matter has been drawn up by the High 
Commissioner for the Commonwealth of Australia in 
London, copies of which may be obtained by persons 
interested on application to Australia House, Strand, 
W.C. 2. 

The following form of certificate has been suggested by 
the High Commissioner as a form which could be used by 
persons exporting to Australia goods of the kinds affected 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continueg 


and which would be regarded as fulfilling the requirements 
of the Proclamation :— 
“Tt hereby certify that the straw used as packing 
material for the goods on this invoice has been stored jy 
accordance with (1) of Quarantine Proclamation 17 
(or has been treated in accordance with (2) (a), (2) (b) 
or (2) (c) of Quarantine Proclamation 178), and further, 
that all due precaution was taken to ensure that the 
packing material so stored (or disinfected) was not 
rendered liable to contamination anew between the time 
of storing (or disinfection) and packing. 


ie kcnusindceseusevesscossvesssecssesnail 


PFONS covivecseoses 
(Person legally qualified ies receive formal declarations) 


IIE gcskstinidvcsdditeadadicietiaawd 
(Responsible Government V eterinary Ofticial),” 


‘ 99 


The term “straw packing” is intended to include hay, 
straw, straw envelopes either separately or when used as 
packing for goods, chaff, oat hulls, or material of a similar 
character. In the case of Continental countries from which 
straw packing material is permitted importation into 
Australia the person countersigning the certificate oi 
disinfection must be a responsible Government veterinary 
official of the country of origin. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


OF PROTECTION TO OIL INDUSTRY: 
TARIFF BOARD ENQUIRY. 


With reference to the notice published under the above 
heading in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 26th April 
(page 534), it should be noted that the “ Indian Trade 
Journal” of 19th April publishes a press communiqué oi 
10th April regarding the matter which has been issued by 
the Secretary of the Indian Tariff Board. The Report oi 
the Tariff Board has to reach the Government of India not 
later than Ist July next, but until the detailed representa- 
tions called for by the Board are received they will not be 
able to decide upon the procedure to be adopted or lay down 
the directions in which the information furnished may 
require to be supplemented. The Tariff Board have 
accordingly issued in the communiqué instructions for the 
guidance of all Oil Companies interested in the enquiry, 
whether as applicants or as opponents, and of those sections 
of the general public such as consumers and others who 
wish to submit their views for the consideration ot the 
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Board. 

The text of these instructions may be seen by persons (a) J 
interested on application to the Department of Overseas kn 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. Is 

sehiiteesiibaind (h) J 
hil 

TARIFF VALUATION FOR CERTAIN NAILS. , 

As indicated in the notice which was published in the wl 

“Journal”? of 19th April (page 512), the specific duty he 
hitherto applicable to iron or steel nails, wire or French, pe 
has recently been suppressed, such nails now being dutiabl 
at 10 per cent. ad valorem under No. 61 of the Indian Tarif. 

The * Indian Trade Journal” of 12th April contains 4 
Notification No. 73-T (54) dated 7th April, issued by the 
Government of India in the Department of Commerce, the 
effect of which is to provide for a Tariff Valuation © 
9 rupees per cwt. in respect of nails, wire, including Frenel. 
on the basis of which the duty of 10 per cent. ad valor 
will be assessed. 

CANADA. PRODUC 

An Or 

BILL TO REDUCE SALES TAX. “Bulletin 

With reference to the final paragraph of the * Journal’ gery 
of 

notice of 8th March (page 309) referring to Reduction @ latter Ord. 
Sales Tax, copy of a Bill (No. 170) has now been receiv isles I 

amending the special War Revenue Act under which tht dried milk 
Sales Tax is imposed, and including in its provisions th such aol 

reduction of the Sales Tax from 4 per cent. to 3 per cent. 4 ame 
with effect from 17th February, 1928, to apply to all good, Aes 4 

imported or taken out of w arehouse for consumption @ ; oe 

and after that date and to goods previously imported $7 * c 





which no entry for consumption was made before that date™ 
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(USTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





The tax will not, however, be payable on goods (a) ex- 
ported, except on the sale of spirituous and fermented 
jiquors, other than wine, unless such goods are exported 
in bond and foreign landing certificates satisfactory to the 
Minister of Finance are produced as proof that the said 
gods have been landed at the place designated in the 
export entry. 


GAMBIA. 





DANGEROUS DRUGS ORDINANCE. 


Ordinance No. 6 of 1928 dated 16th April, 1928, cited as 
“The Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, 1928,’’ embodies the 
terms of the Bill referred to in the ‘ Journal’? of 12th 
April (page 472) designed to regulate the importation, 
exportation, manufacture, sale and use of opium and other 
Dangerous Drugs in the Colony and Protectorate of Gambia. 
The Ordinance has been passed to give effect to measures 
lecided upon in the International Opium Convention 
signed at Geneva on 19th February, 1925. 





NEW ZEALAND. 





PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF ARTICLES 
BEARING THE NEW ZEALAND COAT 
OF ARMS. 


The New Zealand Gazette of 22nd March publishes Order 
in Council (C. No. 54) dated 10th March, 1928, which pro- 
hibits the importation into New Zealand, save with the 
consent of the Minister of Customs, of all articles bearing the 
New Zealand coat of arms, or any colourable imitation of 
the said coat of arms, or any design reasonably capable 
ot being mistaken for the said coat of arms. 





TRINIDAD. 





IMPORT DUTY ON CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS. 


Notification No. 65 of 16th March, 1928, approved by 
Resolution of the Legislative Council on 16th March, with 
eiect as from that date, amends the First Schedule to the 
Trinidad Customs Tariff as regards the item relating to 
Unematograph Films as follows : 
39. Films, Cinematograph :— 
(a) Blank film, on which no picture has been impressed 
known as raw film or stock—-Free (Preferential), 
Is. per 100 feet (General). 
(6) Positives, i.e., films containing a picture for ex- 
hibition whether developed or not; and 
Negatives, i.e., films containing a photograph, 
whether developed or not, from which positives can 
be printed—Is. per 100 feet (Preferential) and 2s. 
per 100 feet (General). 





FOREIGN. 


BELGIAN CONGO. 


PRODUCTION, IMPORT AND SALE OF MILK. 


An Order dated 15th February, published in the 
“Bulletin Officiel du Congo Belge” of 25th February, 


postpones the date of operation of Articles 15 to 18 of the 
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Under of 3lst August, 1927, until Ist June, 1928. 
latter Order laid down regulations concerning trade in milk ; 
Articles 15 to 21 relate to condensed, concentrated, or 
dried milk and prescribe, inter alia, the manner of labelling 
such products. 





The 


A copy of the Order of 3lst August, 1927, may be seen 


by British traders interested on application at the Depart- 
ty of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
SW, 1, 


























CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





EGYPT. 





IMPORT TARIFF VALUATIONS : 


METALS. 


The following Tariff valuations have been fixed by the 
Egyptian Customs Authorities for the purpose of assessing 
the Customs duties on the undermentioned goods on 
importation into Egypt, with effect from Ist May, 1928, 
until 20th August, 1928, or until denunciation :— 


NON-FERROUS 





Milliémes 


Article. , 
per kilog. 











Copper and brass sheets, round and bottoms 79 
Copper sheets, plain ... eels ées eos 77 
Copper sheets in rolls, bars, round and flat 77 
Copper ingots ... 75 


Copper wire ad valorem 


Brass wire 











Brass sheets, plain 24 x 48; 8 lbs. to 5 Ibs. ae 
Tin ingots and bars — ion ‘ 240 
Lead sheets ... —_ sila - i 26 
Lead shot 27 
Lead pipe 26 
Lead pig 24 
Zine sheets - 32 
Zine ingots sas ae — wine ies baie 31 
Phosphor bronze ‘a ad valorem 
Antimony eve son nes oes see wea 


Quicksilver 650 








PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF 
SHAVING BRUSHES, ETC, 


The ‘‘ Journal Officiel’’ of 26th April publishes Law 
No. 18, effective as from that date, which prohibits the 
importation into Egypt of shaving brushes or bristles, 
unless accompanied by a certificate issued by a competent 
authority in the country of export or manufacture attesting 
that these articles have been properly disinfected and are 
free from anthrax. If unaccompanied by such certificate, 
the goods must be re-exported within one month or if not 
so re-exported, are liable to destruction by Customs without 
redress to the owner. 

Ministerial Decree No. 10 of 1928, also published in the 
** Journai Official ’’ of 26th April, applies similar conditions 
to bristles and hair imported tor use in the manufacture of 
brushes and shaving brushes, but with effect from two 
months after the date of publication, i.e., 26th April, 1928. 


ITALY. 


~_ —— 


TEMPORARY IMPORTATION AND 
EXPORTATION, | 


The Italian ‘‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale ’’ for 30th April contains 
a Decree-Law dated 15th April, which adds the following 
to the list of goods which may be imported into Italy under 
the “‘ temporary importation ”’ regulations, viz. :— 

Plaitings of cotton (seven count Barmen plaitings) for 
the manufacture of ladies’ and children’s hats. (Temporary 
concession valid for two years. ) 

Artificial dioxide of manganese, paraffin, zinc plates, 
chloride of ammonia, colophony, chloride of zinc, small 
carbons for battery cells, for the manufacture of cells and 
electric batteries. (Temporary concession valid for two 
years. ) 

Woods of elm, male oak, beech, common and American 
walnut, fir and poplar, squared or sawn lengthwise, for the 
manufacture of motor-car bodies. 

Artificial hair (crinol) for the manufacture of hats. 

Iron and steel hot-rolled rods; sheets of iron and steel, 
unworked, hot or cold-rolled; hoop iron or steel cold-rolled 
of a thickness of 1 mm. or more and 173 to 200 mm. in width; 
sheets of iron or steel cold-rolled, even whitened, but not 
further worked of a thickness of 0-6 mm. or more but less 
than 4 mm.—for the manufacture of safety roll shutters 
and their parts. (Temporary concession valid for two 
years. ) 

The temporary importation facilities already accorded 
in respect of hoop steel, cold-rolled, iron and steel wire, 
round or square, and sheets of iron or steel, cold-rolled, 
is extended to such materials used in the manufacture of 
chains with plain and with roller plate links. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





The concession for the temporary import of malt for 
brewing beer is extended for two years. 

The following product is added to the list of goods which 
may be temporarily exported to be worked up: Crude 
oil of ichthyol for the manufacture of ichthyolate of 
ammonia (saurol) :—provisional concession, valid for three 
years. 





MEXICO. 





CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


H.M. Representative in Mexico has forwarded particulars 
of a Decree published in the “* Diario Oficial’ for 29th 
March and effective as from Ist July next, which makes a 
number of alterations in the Mexican Import and Export 
Tarifis. 

The import duties on jute yarn and cloth are increased 
and as regards exports certain goods are subjected .to higher 
duties when exported other than in bulk or in bags of 
native fibre. Sacks are considered as made of native fibres 
if they contain at least 40 per cent. of pita, ixtle, henequen, 
palma or other fibres grown in Mexico. 

[Additions to the nomenclature of the Tariff headings 
are shown in italie tyne. } 


$$ a —E 








Rate of Duty. 
Tariff No. and Article. — ——_—_——_—_—_—_—_—_—_—— 





Former, New, 
Import Tariff. Centavos per kilog. 
“TOSS, 
78a Jute, raw or hackled : 
From Ist July, 1928, to 31st December, 1928 l No change 
,, Ist January, 1929, to 30th June, 1929 2 No change 
», Ist July, 1929, to 3ist December, 1929 2 
,, ist January, 1930 3 9 
360a Jute yarn 20 25 
366 Coarse unbleached tissues of jute, abaca, pita, 
ixtle, henequen, New Zealand fibre, or burlap 
(canamazo) of any weave, containing up to 
32 threads in warp and weft in a square of 
2 cms, side, weighing up to 450 grs. per square 
metre... on = —_ “ — 32 41) 
367 The same, weighing from 450 to 650 grs, per 
square metre . ae so 25 32 
368 The same, weighing more than 659 urs. per 
square metre... ee bd _— 20 24 
Export Tariff 
88 Coffee, unground, husked, in bulk, or packed in 
bags made of native fibres 3 3 
sSa_ Coffee, unground, husked, in bags, not elsewhere 
spec ified... sae 3 5 
sSb_ Coffee, unground ‘and unhusked, ‘in bulk or in 
bags made of native fibres we 3 3 
SSe Coffee, unground, unhusked, in bags, ‘not else- 
? 





where specified ... : 5 
92a Black ~seee in bulk or in bags made of native per eee kilogs. gross 


ibre ae 20 
92b Black. or, in bags, not elsewhere speci fied a ve kilog. BTOSS 
92c Beans, not elsewhere specified, in bulk or in bags | pe ; 100 at gross 

made of native fibres 30 30 
92d Beans, not elsewhere spe ified, in bags not else- we r kilog. gross 

where specified ... 3 


94 Broad beans, fresh or dried, in bulk or in bags pe ; 100 kilogs. gross 
made of native fibres. bisa eee om 10 | 10 
94a Broad beans, fresh or dried, in bags, not else- pe r kilog. gross 
where specified ... vox ee ais eats ‘J 
m- 100 kilogs. gross 
113. ~=Barley, in bulk or in bags made of native fibres... 10 | 10 
pe kilog. gross 
113a Barley, in bags. not elsewhere specified . 2 | 


146 Esse ntial oils of all kinds, not elsewhere ape ci- be 1 legal tee, 
fied I'ree 
159 Chicle, the outer packing of which is made ‘of ha kilog. gross 
native fibres 20 17 


159b Chicle in other outer packing, not elsewhere 
specified : oes wee 20 20 











A further Decree dated 21st March and published in the 
** Diario Oficial ’’ of 13th April provides for further modifi- 
‘cations in the » Renpens Taritt as follows : 


Rate of Duty. 





Tariff No. and Article. 
Former. New. 








Centavos per kilog. 
gross, 

79b Olives in oil or brine, in containers of wood or 
tinplate, the weight of which, including the 
immediate containers, does not exceed 50 

kilogs 40 12 

413b Olive Oil, in containers of wood or tinplate, the 
weight of which, including the immediate 
containers, does not exceed 50 kilogs a 50 10 

152 Sandals of cotton cloth, with soles of esparto, 
hemp or jute, and sandals with leather 








edgings on the sole and leather heel, more Per pair — 
ina 20 cms. in length Ars ia 110 | 25 
153 The same, up to 20 cms. in length ‘ae _ 60 15 
per kilog, gross 
575a Cider, in containers of earthenware or - bia 60 20 
575b Cider, in containers of woo , sis 40 15 





NOTE.—In addition to the above import and export. duties, the usual surtax 
of 12 per cent. of the duty is levied. 
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MOROCCO (FRENCH ZONE). 


SANITARY REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO 
CERTAIN VEGETABLE PRODUCTS. 


H.M. Consul-General at Rabat has forwarded text of q 
Dahir dated 20th September, 1927, published in the 
‘“‘ Bulletin Officiel ’’ of 13th March, 1928, and coming int) 
force three months after publication, which lays dow) 
general sanitary regulations applicable to the importation, 
transit, circulation and exportation of vegetable products 
in the French Zone of Morocco. 

The regulations subject to control all plants, including 
fruits, fruit stones, vegetables, roots, bulbs, cut flowers. 
seeds, ete.; manures and soil; boxes, sacks, haskets ani 
other articles which have been used for packing or trans. 
porting vegetable products; logs, bark, tan bark, railway 
sleepers, wood with the bark and firewood: and all pro. 
ducts of vegetable origin, such as fruits and vegetables. 
industrially dried, and flour, edible pastes, bran, oil cake, 
hay and straw. 

The Dahir authorises the issue of complementary regula. 
tions, and Decrees have already been issued which deal with 
the import of fodder seed; the import of cotton seed ani 
certain regulations for cotton cultivation; the sanitary 
control of the importation and exportation of vegetable 
products; the import of certain categories of useful insects: 
the import of mushrooms; and the charges payable for the 
fumigation of vegetables. 

The text of these regulations (in French) may be seen 
by persons interested at the Department of Overseas Trace, 
35, Old Queen Street, Loadon, S.W. 1. 





MOZAMBIQUE (PORTUGUESE EAST 
AFRICA). 





DESCRIPTION OF MIXED COTTON AND 
SILK GOODS. 


H.M. Consul-General at Lourenco Marques reports that 
an Order has been issued by the Director General of Customs 
to the effect that in the clearance documents of the mixe( 
tissues classed under No. 137c of the Tariff, i.e., tissues o/ 
cotton with not more than 50 per cent. of natural or arti- 
ficial silk, the exact composition of the tissue must be 
stated. 

It is desirable therefore that exporters of these tissues 
to Mozambique should furnish the necessary particulars 
in their invoices. 


NORWAY. 


STAMP TAX ON CIGARETTES. 


H.M. Minister at Oslo has forwarded translation of 4 
Proclamation dated 2nd March which lays down the rates 
of stamp (landerole) tax to be levied on tobacco products 
on and after Ist July. The rates are the same as those 
hitherto in force except as regards cigarettes valued at over 
12-50 kr. per 100, the new rates on which are as follows :— 


Stamp Tax 


Cigarettes valued at per 100. 
Over 12:50 and up to 16 kr. per 100 ... 6°50 
~~ we - 20 - - ee 8 
» 20 - 24 - re m RR 
» 26 - 30 - see ida” 


with an additional 3 kr. per 100 for each 6 kr. or part 
thereof by which the value exceeds 30 kr. 





PERSIA. 





NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


A reference to the new Persian Customs Tariff, approved 
by the Persian Legislature on 3rd May, will be found 
the notice respecting the new Anglo- Persian Treaty 0 
page 639 of this issue of the ‘‘ Journal.” It has been agreed 
that goods consigned to Persia from this country before 
10th May shall not pay rates higher than those in the 
1920 Tariff. 

Particulars of the new Tariff will be published in this 
‘Journal’ as soon as copies are received in the Board ot 
Trade. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





POLAND. 





CONTROL OF EXPORT OF EGGS. 


The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Legation at Warsaw 
has forwarded translation of a Presidential Decree, dated 
6th March, which lays down regulations regarding the 
exportation of eggs from Poland. The right to export eggs 
is confined to registered export undertakings, which must 
comply with conditions prescribed in the Decree, and their 
activities are to be subject to supervision by authorities 
detailed for this purpose. 

The regulations are to take effect as from Ist September 
next. 

Translation of the Decree may be seen by persons in- 
terested at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 





MEASURING 
REDUCED. 


IMPORT DUTY ON ELECTRIC 
APPARATUS AND CABLES 


H.M. Representative at Belgrade has forwarded trans- 
lation of a Decision of the Ministerial Council which reduces 
as from 3rd May the minimum Tariff rate of duty, under 
Tariff No. 665 (3), on electrical apparatus for measuring 
electric current from 150 to 50 dinars per 100 kilogs. The 
Decision also reduces the duty on cables for the subterranean 
or submarine transmission of electric current (Tariff 
No. 669 (1) ) from 50 to 10 dinars per 100 kilogs. 


| 
| 


CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





The application of the reduced duties is made subject 
to conditions laid down by the Ministry of Finance and 
these duties will remain in force so long as the articles in 
question are not manufactured in the Serb-Croat-Slovene 
Kingdom. 





IMPORT OF WHEAT PERMITTED. 


The ** Gaceta de Madrid” for 3rd May contains a Royal 
Decree, dated 30th April, suspending the prohibition on 
the importation of wheat into Spain. 

Wheat may be imported freely subject to the payment of 
the normal Customs duty which is 14 pesetas (gold) per 
100 kilogs. net under the Second Column Tariff. Importers 
must furnish to the Direction General of Supplies particulars 
of the quantities imported, the origin and class of wheat, 
the date of shipment of the consignments and the port of 
destination. 

Provision is made for a reduction of import duty should 
the shortage of supplies and the regulation of the price of 
bread in particular Provinces render this course necessary. 





, 14 o Y Yr 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 

The Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Madrid 
reports by telegraph, that the rate of surcharge for the 
period 10th to 20th May in respect of import and export 
duties, Customs fines, ete., paid in Spanish silver coins or 
notes of the Bank of Spain has been fixed at 16°03 per cent. 

(The surcharge for the previous period was fixed at 
15-86 per cent.) 


Government Notices. 





GENERAL SECTION. 















































CINEMATOGRAPH FILMS ACT, 1927. 
FILMS REGISTERED IN THE WEEK ENDED 15TH MAY, 1928. 
ne PJagiatere 
Title of Film. | Registered in the name of | Maker’s name. | prety | . 9 - —"s 
BRITISH. | | | 
Virginia’s Husband... | Butcher’s Film Service, Ltd. ... | Archibald Nettlefold Productions 6300 | Br. 818 | 10 May 
De Forest Phonofilms | | | 
(Series A) :— | | | 
Programme No. 9 De Forest Phonofilms, Ltd. . | De Forest Phonofilms, Ltd. 1562 | Br. 823 | 14 May 
FOREIGN. | | 
Range Rider Series :— | 
45 Calibre Law International Cinematograph | Clark-Cornelius Corp. 1960 | F. 806 9 May 
Corp., Ltd. | 
Ambushed . Ditto Ditto 1930 EF, 807 9 May 
Flash in the Dark.. Ditto Ditto 1960 FF, 808 9 May 
Carnival of Venice ... | The Gaumont Co., Ltd. . | Pittaluga-Fert , 7573 F, 809 9 May 
Vacation Waves Famous Lasky Film Servic e, Ltd. | Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. 1915 F. 810 9 May 
Night of Mystery ... | Famous Lasky Film Service, Ltd. | Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. 5600 KF. 811 9 May 
Divorce—and the Child} Wardour Films, Ltd. ..» | Film- Produktion Carlo  Aldini 5069 F, 812 10 May 
G.m.b.H, 
Richmount Comedies 
(series) :— 
Who’s Who Argosy Film Co., Ltd. Richmount Pictures Corp. 1832 F.813 | 10 May 
Show Night . Ditto Ditto 1890 F.814 | 10 May 
Nothing to Live For Ditto Ditto 1975 F. 815 10 May 
Helpless Helper Ditto Ditto 1950 F. 816 10 May 
Sappy Sleuth Ditto ; Ditto oe 1770 Fk. 817 10 May 
Madame Pompadour Famous Lasky Film Service, Ltd. | British National Pictures, Ltd. ... 7245 F. 819 11 May 
The Penalty Famous Lasky Film Service, Ltd. | Paramount Famous Lasky Corp. 6749 F, 820 12 May 
Golden Shackles Argosy Film Co., Ltd. ... | Richmount Pictures Corp. es 5256 F, 821 12 May 
The Stronger Love ... | Film Booking Offices (1919), Ltd. | Columbia Pictures Corp. : 5264 | F. 822 12 May 
Circus Rookies Jury-Metro-Goldwyn, Ltd. .. | Metro-Goldwvyn-Mayer Pictures... 5741 | F. 824 15 May 
Across to ee Jury-Metro-Goldwyn, Ltd. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures... | 6648 | KF, 825 15 May 
Riders of the Dark . Jury-Metro-Goldwyn, Ltd. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures... | 4954 | I, 826 | 15 May 





—_—_—. 


(Films, the titles of which appear in italics, are parts of series.) 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES—Continued. 





PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 
1907 TO 1928. 





LICENCES OF RIGHT. 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents were 


endorsed ‘ Licences of Right ’? on 7th May, 1928: 





| 
No. and 
Year of Grantee. Title. 


Patent. | 








139,034 | Green, F.M., and ors. | ‘“‘ Improvements in fittings 
(6976, 19) | for the metal framework of 
217,535 | 


9 
(4801/24) | matic hubs for motor 
| vehicle wheels.”’ 
_ Alexander, A. E. (Jn- | “‘ Improvements in and re- 
| ternational Fibre | lating to barrel staves and 
Cooperage Co., Inc.). barrels formed of paper- 
| _ board or like material, and 
to the method of making 
such barrels.”’ 
‘“Improvements in toothed 
gearing.” 
‘Improvements in and re- 
lating to fluid flow meters.”’ 


aeroplanes and the like. 


Loutzkoy, B. von... | ‘Improvements in pneu- 


224,449 | Holdener, S. 
(6780/24) | 
229,164 | Akt.-Ges. der Mas- 
(14086/24)| chinenfabriken Es- 
| cher, Wyss, et Cie. | 
231,320 | Marks, E. C. R.(Peo- | “* Process and apparatus for 
(7604/24) | ples Savings and burning gaseous liquid or 
Trust Co. of Pitts- pulverulent fuels and for 
burgh). recovering contained solids 
in molten condition.” 
** Process for making decom- 
position products from 
leather and certain pro- 
ducts thereof.” 
“Improvements in or re- 
lating to advertising de- 
vices.”’ 
‘* Improvements in rings for 
twisting frames.’’ 
|‘ Improvements in furnaces 
for heating wire.” 


231,888 | Michelman, J. 


| 
> ~- ¢ | 
(8954/25) | 


233,647 | Johanknegt, J.C. ... 
(15861/24) 

236,888 | Saco-Lowell Shops 
5696/25) | 

241,451 | Jacquemin, A. F. ... 
(7516/25) 


The Patent Office. 





W. S. JARRATT, 
Comptroller-General. 


POSTAL SECTION. 





PARCEL POST TO FIJI ISLANDS. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged on outgoing parcels addressed to 
the undermentioned territory by the route specified are 
as follows :— 


—_ —— —— 





tates of Postage on each Parcel 
not excee ding 
di. > 
lace of toute. 
Destination. | | 


2 lb. | 3ilb. | 7 Ib. | 11 Ib. | 22 Ib. 




















British Empire :— 
I. In Australasia : s. d.| s. d.| s. d. s. 
(6) FijiIslands | Direct}; 1 9{|1 9;)3 6/4 9/9 O 
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FATIGUE 


The Physiological Cost of the Muscular 
Movements involved in Barrow Work. 





This scientific study has an Appendix relating 
the discoveries made to works practice. 


Price Is. net. Post Free Is. Id. 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


LONDON : Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C. 2. 
EDINBURGH: 120, George Street, MANCHESTER: York Street, 
CARDIFF : 1, St. Andrew’s Crescent, BELFAST: 15, Donegall Sq. W. 

Or through any bookseller, 














Openings for British 
Trade. 





NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS, 


British firms may obtain the names and addresses of 
the persons or firms referred to in the following notices 
of ‘*‘ Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference 
number and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to 


the Department of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise 
stated. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 

DRESS AND MANTLE CLOTHS, LININGS AND FUR. 
NISHINGS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Melbourne 
desire to obtain the representation of British manufacturers of 
dress and mantle cloths, stockinettes, linings and furnishings. 
The firm at present hold agencies for continental concerns, but 
would prefer to represent British manufacturers. (Ref. No. 442.) 


FURNISHING FABRICS AND SILK PIECE-GOODS.— 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Melbourne desire to obtain 
the representation of British manufacturers of furnishing fabrics 
and silk piece-goods. ‘They hold, at present, agencies for other 
British textile manufacturers not competitive with the above 
lines. ‘The firm have also an office in Sydney. (Ref. No. 443.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


JUMPER RINGS AND TERMINAL STRIPS.—The Office 
of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia reports that 
the Deputy Director, Posts and Telegraphs Department, Mel- 
bourne, is calling for tenders to be presented by 22nd May for 
the supply and delivery of mild steel jumper rings, wooden 
fanning strips, and wooden and ebonite terminal strips. Further 
information can be obtained by firms desirous of offering materia! 
of British manufacture on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
B.X. 4432.) 


DRY CELLS.—The Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in Australia reports that the Deputy Director, Posts and Tele- 
graphs Department, Melbourne, is calling for tenders to be 
presented by 22nd May for the supply and delivery of 3 volt 
dry cells. Further information can be obtained by firms desirous 
of offering material of British manufacture on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4438.) 


PUMPING PLANT.—The Officer-in-charge of H.M. Trade 
Commissioner’s Office at Sydney reports that the Hunter District 
Water Supply and Sewerage Board, Newcastle, are inviting tenders 
for the supply of pumping plant (centrifugal or allied type) at 
Tarro (Contract No. 245). Tenders must reach Newcastle, 
Australia, by 10 a.m. on 3lst July, 1928. Firms in a position 
to offer plant of British manufacture can obtain further 
particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6287.) 


SWITCHBOARD CABLE.—The Office of H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia reports that the Deputy Director, 
Posts and Telegraphs Department, Melbourne, is calling for 
tenders to be presented by 17th July for switchboard cable. 
Further information can be obtained by firms desirous of offering 
material of British manufacture on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Ref. B.X. 4431.) 





BRITISH INDIA. 

PIECE-GOODS (FANCY COTTON AND WOOLLEN), 
TWILLS AND UMBRELLA CLOTH.—An old-established 
Parsee firm of merchants and importers in Bombay are desirous 
of obtaining further agencies of British manufacturers and 
exporters of the above lines. (Ref. No. 444.) 


PIECE-GOODS (WOOLLEN, COTTON, ARTIFICIAL 
SILK AND FANCY), CHEMICALS AND PHARMACEU- 
TICAL PREPARATIONS.—An Indian firm of importers and 
exporters in Bombay are desirous of obtaining further agencies 
of British manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 445.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Coniinued. 





MILLINERY, HOSIERY, HABERDASHERY, EM- 
BROIDERY, LADIES’ HANDBAGS, ELECTRIC LIGHT 
FITTINGS AND CHANDELIERS.—A well established Indian 
firm in Bombay are desirous of representing British manufac- 
turers in the Bombay Presidency of the above lines. (Ref. 
No. 446.) 


MILL STORES.—An Indian firm in Lahore dealing in 
various types of mill stores are willing to consider further agencies 
of British manufacturers of mill stores. (Ref. No. 447.) 


HOSIERY, WOOLLEN AND COTTON UNDERWEAR 
(LADIES’ AND GENTLEMEN’S) CHEAP AND IMITATION 
BIRMINGHAM JEWELLERY, BRACES, BELTS, ETC.— 
A newly-established Indian firm of importers of soft goods and 
comnussion agents are prepared to represent the interests in 
the Bombay Presidency of British manufacturers of the above 
lines. (Ref. No. 448.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

SCREWSPIKES, LATHES, PAPER AND LOCOMO- 
TIVES.—The Director-General, India Store Department, 
Belvedere Road, Lambeth, London, S.E. 1, is inviting tenders 
for the following material by the dates specified :— 

Schedule 1.—About 80 tons of steel screwspikes (Ist June, 
1928). 

Schedule 2.—Lathes, sliding, surfacing and screw-cutting ; 
one 45 inch centre; one 124 inch centre, 
and one 7 inch portable boring bar (5th 
June, 1928). 

Schedule 3.—1,000 reams paper, litho (sample required with 
tender) (5th June, 1928). 

Schedule 4.—22 locomotive engines and tenders (metre 
gauge) (12th June, 1928). 

Forms of tender are obtainable from the Director-General at 
a fee of 5s. for each schedule. 





CANADA. 
HARDWARE, PLUMBING SUPPLIES, ETC.—A manu- 


facturers’ agent interested in the sale of plumbing supplies and 
hardware on a commission basis to the wholesale trade in 
Eastern Canada (Halifax to Winnipeg) desires to obtain the 
agencies of British manufacturers of hardware, plumbing sup- 
plies, brass pipes and sanitaryware. (Ref. No. 449.) 


LININGS.—A well established firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Winnipeg who represent several British textile firms desire 
to secure the representation of British manufacturers of lustre 
and alpaca linings, cotton venetians and other cotton linings, on 


a commission basis, for Western Canada—Port Arthur, Ont., to . 


Victoria, British Columbia. (Ref. No. 450.) 
COTTON THREADS, ELASTICS, BRAIDS, ETC.—A 


firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal who represent manu- 
facturers of linen threads, cotton tapes and needles desire other 
agencies on a commission basis for smallwares. (Ref. No. 451.) 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS AND FLANNELETTE.—A 
manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver who travels Western Canada 
for British makers of piece-goods, raincoats, etc., desires to 
represent on a commission basis British manufacturers of cotton 
piece-goods and flannelette. (Ref. No. 452.) 


WHITING.—A well-established firm in Toronto desire to 
obtain the representation of a British manufacturer of whiting, 
on a commission, purchase or consignment basis for the whole 
of Canada. (Ref. No. 453.) 





NEW ZEALAND. 
HARDWARE AND ELECTRICAL LINES.—An agent 


resident in Auckland wishes to secure the representation, on a 
commission basis, for the whole Dominion of British manu- 
facturers of general hardware and electrical lines, except 
brass gas, water and electric fittings and malleable gas, steam 
and water fittings. United Kingdom references are given. 


(Ref. No. 454.) 


HOSIERY, GLOVES AND FURS.—A Wellington firm wish 
to secure the representation of British manufacturers only of 
hosiery in silk, artificial silk, lisle and wool, also gloves and 
furs. (Ref. No. 456.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


PIECE-GOODS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Johannesburg, 
who is at present representing an important British firm of 
underwear manufacturers, desires to obtain the representation 
on a commission basis for Natal and the Transvaal, of a British 
manufacturer of one additional line of piece goods, preferably 
dress goods, which could be handled in conjunction with the 
above agency. (Ref. No. 457.) 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued., 


TENDERS INVITED. 

LIGHT MOTOR VANS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that the Department of Posts and Tele- 
graphs, Union of South Africa, is inviting tenders for the supply 
of six light motor vans. Tenders must reach Pretoria by 3 p.m. 
on Thursday, 17th May, 1928. Local representatian is in practice 
essential. Firms in a position to supply motor vans of British 
make can obtain further particulars on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. I. 
(Ref. A.X. 6286.) 


INSULATED WIRE.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in 
South Africa reports that the City of Cape Town, Electricity 
Department, are calling for tenders to be presented by 13th 
June for insulated copper wire for outside use. Further infor- 
mation can be obtained by firms desirous of offering material 
of British manufacture on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W.1. (Ref. 
B.X. 4437.) 


BOILER TUBES, ETC.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that the South African Railways and 
Harbours are inviting tenders for the supply of :— 

6,900 charcoal iron or, alternatively, anti-corrosive steel 
boiler tubes. 
67,946 steel boiler tubes. 
1,750 steel boiler tubes with copper ends. 
1,778 steel superheater flue tubes. 

Tender No. 1212. Tenders must reach Johannesburg not 
later than noon on 28th June. Local representation is in practice 
essential. Firms in a position to offer British material can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. AX. 6294.) 


INDIARUBBER GEAR.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
in South Africa reports that the South African Railways and 
Harbours Administration is calling for tenders to be presented 
by 28th June, 1928, for the supply of india-rubber gear (springs, 
stops, rests, pads and washers). Further particulars can be 
obtained by firms desirous of offering material of British manu- 
facture upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. BX. 4434.) 


WHEELS, AXI.ES, ETC.—H.M. Trade Commissioner in 
South Africa reports that the South African Railways and 
Harbours are inviting tenders for the supply of wheels and axles, 
vacuum brake cylinders, syphons, springs, and special section 
steel bars (Tender No, 1208). Tenders must reach Johannesburg 
not later than noor on Thursday, 28th June, 1928. Local repre- 
sentation is in practice essential. Firms in a position to offer 
British materials can obtain further particulars on application 
to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. J]. (Ref. A.X. 6289.) 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING MATERIAL.—H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa reports that the City Electrical 
Engineer of Cape Town is inviting tenders for the supply and 
delivery of electric light poles, cross arms, insulators and street 
light fittings, etc. ‘Tenders are due to be received in Cape Town 
by 13th June, 1928. Firms in a position to offer British-made 
material of the kind specified can obtain further particulars 
upon application to the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 41), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Ref. 
B.X. 4441.) 


PLATES, ANGLES, BARS, RIVETS, NUTS, SCREWS 
AND WASHERS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa reports that the South African Railways and Harbours 
are inviting tenders for the supply otf : 

618 mild steel plates ranging in size from 18ft. » 4 ft. 
Gin. xX $in.—Ss{ft. 6in. x 4ft. 6in. x in. 
704 mild steel angles, 
266 mild steel bars, 
18 tons rivets, 
3,540 bolts and nuts, 
SO coach screws, 
2,000 washers. 

Tenders must reach Johannesburg not later than noon on 
5th July. Local representation is in practice essential. Firms 
in a position to offer British materials can obtain further par- 
ticulars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6293.) 





EUROPE. 





AUSTRIA. 


POPLINS, ITALIANS AND LADIES’ COTTON AND 
WOOLLEN HOSIERY.—A firm of agents in Vienna desire to 
secure the representation, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers of the above. (Ref. No. 458.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


BELGIUM. 


WOOLLEN AND WORSTED SUITINGS.—A commission 
avent established at Liége is desirous of obtaining the represen- 
tation of British manufacturers of the above goods. Corre- 
spondence may be in English. (Ref. No. 459.) 


MEDICAL RUBBER GOODS.—A wholesaler and distri- 
buting agent of British nationality established at Brussels, is 
desirous of obtaining the representation of British manufacturers 
of the above. (Ref. No. 460.) 


TIN TOBACCO BOXES.—H.M. Consul at Liége reports 
that he has received an enquiry from a local firm who desire to 
be put in touch with British manufacturers of tin tobacco boxes 
with cutter on lid for removing the sealed inner cover. Further 
particulars may be had by British manufacturers of the articles 
mentioned on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
30, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4439.) 





DANZIG. 


STEEL PLATES, ANGLES, ETC. FOR SHIPBUILDING 
PURPOSES.—The Acting British Consul at Danzig reports that 
he has been approached by a local firm regarding their desire 
to receive quotations from British firms for the supply of steel 
plates, angles, etc. required for shipbuilding purposes. Firms in 
a position to supply British material can obtain further particu- 
lars on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6282.) 





GREECE. 


SOYA BEAN OIL.—A firm of commission agents established 
in Salonika desire to obtain the representation of Dritish ex- 
porters of the above. (Kef. No. 461.) 


GLASSWARE, EARTHENWARE, TELEPHONE WIRE, 
PARAFFIN OIL LAMPS (PRESSURE TYPE), BLANKETS, 
RAW HIDES, TAR.—A general commission agent established 
in Salonica desires to obtain the representation of British manu- 
facturers of the above. (Ref. No. 462.) 





HOLLAND. 
CRETONNES AND PRINTED LININGS.—An agent 


established in Bois-le-Duc desires to secure the representation 





on a commission basis, of British manufacturers of the above. 
Correspondence in English. (Ref. No. 463.) 
HUNGARY. 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, BRONZE, LEAD AND 
ZINC, DISTILLED GLYCERINE, LODIDES AND 


SODIUM BICARBONATE.—An agent established in Buda-Pest 
desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, of 
british houses for the above. (Ref. No. 464.) 


TOOLS, KNIVES, MOTOR CAR WINDSCREEN FRAMES, 
hTC.—A firm of agents established ia Buda-Pest desires to 
secure the representation, on a commission basis, of British 
manufacturers of the following goods :—Tools (metal-workers’, 
boot-makers’, plumbers’, engineers’, furniture-makers’ and 
motor-car makers’), knives, razors and safety razor blades, 
motor car windscreen frames (metal), instrument boards 
speedometer, switches, etc. running-board mats In metal. 


(Ret. No. 465.) 


. 
> : A 
iQO- 





ITALY. 

CHEMICALS, GUMS, SIZES, TANNING AND OTHER 
RAW MATERIALS.—A British subject resident in Turin, who 
has secured the agency for the Montecatini glue and gelatine 
factory in Turin, is desirous of obtaining the representation of 
British manufacturers of materials used in the cotton, wool, 
silk, match, rubber and chemical industries. (Ref. No. 466.) 

HIDES AND LEATHER.—Agent with sound experience of 
the leather trade desires to secure the representation of British 
exporters of the above. (Ref. No. 467.) 





LATVIA. 


TINPLATE, BLACKPLATE, GALVANISED SHEETS, 
SPECIAL STEEL SHEETS AND TUBES.—A firm of com- 
mission agents established in Riga for many years desire to 
obtain the representation for Latvia of British exporters of the 
above materiais. (Ref. No. 468.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





NORWAY. 


GABERDINES.—A firm of commission agents established in 
Oslo desire to obtain the representation of a British manufacturer 
of gaberdines. (Ref. No. 469.) 


GREEN PEAS.—An agent established in Bergen desires to 
obtain the representation of British exporters of New Zealand 
or Tasmanian green peas. (Ref. No. 470.) 





POLAND. 


TENNIS RACKETS.—A firm of wholesale and retail dealers 
in sports goods, etc., in Warsaw, desire to obtain the representa. 
tion for Poland of British manufacturers of the above. (Partial 
repetition of Ref. No. 300.) (Ref. No. 471.) 





SPAIN. 


COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A well-established agent in the 
Barcelona district is desirous of obtaining the representation ona 
commission basis of British manufacturers of cotton piece-goods, 
(Ref. No. 472.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


OFFICE FITTINGS, ETC.—A British subject at Hergiswil 
(Nidwald) desires to secure the agency of British manufacturers 
of novelties in the shop and office fittings line. (Ref. No. 473.) 





ASIA. 





SYRIA. 


BRADFORD DRESS GOODS.—A firm of commission agents 
in Beirut desire to obtain the representation of British manu- 
facturers of the above. (Ref. No. 474.) 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


PUMPS, ETC.—The Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports 
that the Egyptian Ministry of the Interior is inviting tenders 
for the supply and erection of a mechanical filter, 2 low-pressure 
and 2 high-pressure centrifugal pumps, 1 semi-rotary double- 
piston hand pump, also suction and delivery piping, a 10-h.p. 
electric motor, sterilising apparatus, ete. Tenders will be 
received in Cairo up to 3rd June. Local representation is 
essential. Firms in a position to supply plant of British manu- 
facture can obtain further particulars of this call for tenders 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street. London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6274.) 


WEIGHBRIDGE, WEIGHING MACHINES, COUNTER 
BALANCES.—The Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports that 
the Physical Department, Ministry of Public Works, Cairo, is 
calling for tenders for the supply of a weighbridge, platform 
weighing machines, counter balances, and Beranger balances. 
Tenders are to be presented in Cairo by 30th June, 1928. 
Firms desiring to offer such machines of British manufacture 
may obtain further particulars of this call for tenders on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. No. B.X, 4424.) 


ASPHALT.—The Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports that 
the Tanzim Department of the Ministry of Public Works is 
calling for tenders for the supply of liquid asphalt (bitumen) 
required during the year 1928-1929. Further particulars of 
this call for tenders may be obtained by United Kingdom firms 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4421.) 


BRIDGE OVER THE NILE AT BENHA.—The British 
Commercial Secretary at Cairo reports that tenders for the con- 
struction of a metallic bridge over the Nile at Benha will be received 
in Cairo up to 14th August, 1928. Local representation is essen- 
tial. Firms in a position to offer British materials can obtain 
further particulars on application to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6243.) 
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ved, OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 
BRIDGE OVER THE NILE AT SAMANOUD.—tThe British classes of rubber goods. A copy of the list, with further details, 
(ommercial Secretary at Cairo reports that the Ministry of Com- can be obtained by firms interested in the supply of rubber 
rblished in munications, Kgyptian Government, are inviting tenders for the goods of British manufacture on application to the Department 
nufacturer onstruction of a metal bridge over the Nile. ‘Tenders will be of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S8.W. 1. 
| received in Cairo up to 23rd August, 1928. Local representation (Ref. B.X. 4392.) 
s essential. Firms in a position to offer a British-built bridge 
desires to. can obtain further particulars on application to the Department MARKET FOR WATERPROOF PIECE-GOODS.—A confi- 
w Zealand §” Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street; London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. dential Report on the market for waterproof piece-goods in the 
\.X. 6277.) Argentine has been prepared by the Department of Overseas 
Trade from information furnished by the British Commercial 
GENERAL STORES AND EQUIPMENT.—The British Secretary at Buenos Aires and issued to firms whose names are 
(ommercial Secretary at Cairo reports that the Ministry of the entered onits Special Register. British firms desirous of receiving 
Interior is inviting tenders to be presented by noon on 20th June, acopy of this Report together with particulars of the Special 
\928, for the supply of general stores and equipment required during Register service of information and form of application for 
the financial year 1928-29 by the Prisons Administration. Copies registration should communicate with the Department of Over- 
ail dealers § o{the specification and general conditions of tender are available seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. 
spresentas fat the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 30), 35, Old Queen A.X. 6288.) 
- (Partial J sireet, London, S.W.1, for inspection by interested British 
irms, While some copies are available for loan in order of applica- 
tion, to provincial firms unable to arrange for inspection in 
London. 
The requirements, which cover a wide range, include cotton BRAZIL. 
trousers and jackets, 55,000 pairs of each, 5,000 metres khaki 
erge and 7,000 metres khaki drill, 14,000 metres unbleached WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A British firm of commission 
nt in the [ralico, 5,000 metres insulated wire, 38,900 galvanised plates agents in Sao Paulo are desirous of securing the representation 
ition on a (| by 2 metres), 15,300 mild steel plates (8 ft. by 4 ft.), mild of British manufacturers of Bradford and Huddersfield goods 
ce-goods, fsteel bars, flat and round, etc. (excluding worsted suitings). (Repetition of reference No. 
In view of the fact that the range of goods required is very 336.) 
wide and that in most cases the quantities are small, it is con- 
sidered that this notification will be of interest only to those 
firms already represented or holding stocks in Egypt. In all 
cases representation in Egypt is essential. (Ref. C.X. 2765.) 
CHILE. 
Hergiswil . | ; err 
facturers EDIBLE OILS AND ARTIFICIAL SILK YARNS.—A 
No. 473.) British firm of merchants and commission agents at Santiago 
are desirous of securing the representation of British manu- 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. facturers of edible oils and artificial silk yarns. (Ref. No. 476.) 
RAILWAY, PORT WORKS AND BUILDING CON. 
STRUCTION.—Memoranda giving particulars of the proposed 
—_ Ag nee vere srogramme of public works relative to railway construction, 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY.—A confidential report on pro- mele works sudislemititid and building sondiioustion in Chile, 
duction, earnings, ete., in the more umportant units of the for execution during the years 1928 to 1933, have been 
american automobile industry has been prepared by the Depart- received from the British Commercial Secretary at Santiago. 
one * ee ws se pag” Ser nage oy rey vi er — Firms in a position to offer British materials likely to be 
n agents Se eee ca tha i aca ache seein ener Be od required can obtain further particulars on application to the 
. snes aes Sendai —— e eee dure Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
of receiving @ copy of this Report together with particulars of London, 8.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6270.) 
the Special Register service of information and form of applica- ’ 
tion for registration should communicate with the Department 
of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. 
A.X. 6278.) 
LEATHER SABRE STRAPS AND KNOTS AND METAL COLOMBIA. 
CHAINS FOR SAM BROWNE BELTS.—H.M. Consul- noni — 
General at Chicago reports that a local company of wholesalers TENDERS INVITED. 
and retailers of military supplies desire to receive quotations for 
leather sabre straps and knots, also metal chains for Sam AIR COMPRESSORS.—H.M. Vice-Consul at Bogota has 
Browne belts. Further particulars may be obtained by firms prepared a confidential memorandum on the result of recent calls, 
desirous of offering goods of British manufacture upon applica- by public tenders, for the supply of air compressors and acces: 
reports tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, sories to Colombia, illustrating the competition to be met in 
tenders London, S.W.1. (Ref. B.X. 4429.) the market. Firms interested in the supply of air compressors 
yressure of British manufacture can obtain further information on the 
double- ART NOVELTIES IN FANCY CHINA, EARTHENWARE, subject on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
10-h.p. | PEWTER, LEATHER GOODS, ETC.—A manufacturers’ 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 6273.) 
will be agent in New York is desirous of securing the representation, on 
tion is J acommission basis, of British manufacturers of art novelties in | WanpR MIETERS.—H.M. Consul-General at Bogota report 
rons No. 475.) | I sais eae ee _ that the Municipality of Manizales is inviting tenders for the 
5 Old . a, supply ey — "4 ; vig ——— — at os — 
i ‘ : , . : meters will be required; but it is possible the number ma 
_COAL | INDUSTRY.—A confidential report on the coal increased to 2,000. Firms in a sanldiein to offer British mnatasiie 
NTER genie in the — yong paved ee a oe se can obtain further particulars on application to the Department 
ce a oe DOPGTURORS LO © SemeISS Source. Dram Nemes ceswrous of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
ts that of receiving a copy of this report should apply to the Department (Ref. A.X. 6234.) 
alro, 18 of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. ne ee 
atform B.X. 4414.) 
lances. 
, 1928. oF | 
facture a NLINED yg Ph gra SRS British hig: << teigasrs * 
lica- cago reports that he has received an enquiry from a loca 
Serest firm for United Kingdom sources of supply of unlined linen hose. NICARAGUA. 
terued ee eee ee ne ae GALVANISED SHEETS.—A short confidential report on the 
, % he yell O Trade. 35 Old PP S ar trade in galvanised sheets in Nicaragua has been prepared by 
is that L = epertmen 4, tg 0 MO Gnas Tics Queen Street, the Department of Overseas Trade from information frunished 
rks 1s ondon, 8.W. 1. (Ref. B.X. 4381.) by H.M. Consul at Managua and issued to firms whose names are 
age a entered on its Special Register. British firms desirous of 
ars of receiving a copy of this report should communicate with the 
Bae Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
ba: LATIN AMERICA. S.W.1. (Ref. A.X. 6291.) 
sritish BARBED WIRE.—A short confidential report on the trade 
aan” in barbed wire in Nicaragua has been prepared by the Department 
ceived ARGENTINA. of Overseas Trade from information furnished by H.M. Consul 
rewrd at Managua and issued to firms whose names are entered on its 
ybtain RUBBER GOODS.—-The Commercial Secretary at Buenos Special Register. British firms desirous of receiving a copy of 
awe Aires has forwarded to this Department a list of Argentine this report should communicate with the Department of Overseas 
5243.) Government and Municipal Departments who purchase various Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Ref. A.X. 6292.) 
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